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BY WHICH 


We are Juſtified, xc, 


The Firſt Sermon. 


= 


— 


R om. Lf ES A 

Therefore being juſtified Vy.Faith, we have Peace 
with God through our Ford Jeſus Chriſt. 

Neending to T reat of Faith, whereby we are Juſiifed, 1 have taken 


this Weighty Text, as the Foundation of the Diſcourſe,where- . 
in we have theſe Four remarkable Poiatrs concerning Faith, as 


we are Juſtifiea by it. 


t This plain Point firſt comes before us, That we.are Fuſtrfied by Faith, 
expreſſed thus, Being Zuſtified by Faith. wei OS 6 

2. That we are 7uSified by Faithzis a concluſion reſulting from a ſtrong 
rpervous and vehement Reaſoning of the Apoſtles, that bad gore bafore \ 
in the foregoing Chapters, fignityed in thar Particle, Therefore, aſſuring 
to us this great I ruth. ; fit ON SISEnE T7,” 

3. The Bieffed conſequence of being Juſtified by Faith ; we bawe prace © 
with God, the Judg of alk; T his gives full Peace, ' Reſt 'and*Quiet to © 
Conſcience, Peace and Aſurance for ever, according to the.Nature ofa 2 j 


jul} and perfect Righteouſncls, | PETS 27 ur SS 
Al. | 4. The / 


4 Of Faith whereby we are Juſtified. 


4+ The ſupreme Principal Cauſe of our being 7uſirfied by Faith, and + 


having Peace from it, is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; by whom, as the Apoz» 
ſtle goes on, we have acceſs unto this Grace, wherein we ſtand. — _ 

his-then is the grand Propoſition of the Apoſtle, That being 7 uſtt: 
| fed by Faith, we have Peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, E 


I ſhall at this time, therefore, propoſe to open the great Grace of Gol- 
pel-Faith-ro you, hy which we are ——_— : becanſe, indeed, it is one 
of the greateſt Poiniythat can be ſpo 
of Qilcourſe, i w:1] now undertake to handle toyou concerning 1t. 


Firſt, To:ſhew. you that the Supreme and Higheſt, and Original Ac- 
count, or Deſcription of Faith, is to be taken by its Relation to Jeſus 
Chriſt the Mediator. og icis nothing at all, if you remove that ; 
If you take away that ReſpZt, that great Reſpect, that it looks upon, 
and Eyes Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator. - TUES A 94S 

In the ſecond place, I ſhall come to conſider, how Faith, even 1a its 


rciation to Chriſt, and as it looks upon him, is ſaid ro be,Juſtifzing Faith, 


or that whereby we are Juſtified, 
For, if we did not rightly ſtate this® 25 the Goſpel doth (as it is ſaid,) 
the laſt Error might be worſe then the firſt. 

And therefore | would particularly guide your Thoughts and Appre- 
henſions, how Faith, as it looks ro Chriſt, - Juſtifies. I ſhall cherefore 
ſhew you, thac It is not Faith it ſelf, bur only the great Righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt received by Faith, tl, Juſtifies. | 

Io the Third place, I ſhall-conagt conſider that great certainty that 
Fatthis to obtain in eyery point wherein it ſoAfts, which it ought to reach 
after, and to afpire to, in every point wherein it hath co do with Chriſt, 
that we may have Peace by ir, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; as Chriſt 
faich, 7obn 17.7; 8. They have ſurely known, and have believed, that 1 came 
forth from thee,and that thou: didſt ſend me, So in:eyery thing Faith is ſurely 
to know. © And then, - | 2+ oP 
_ In the Fourth place, I ſhall ſkew you the Life, and the Power, and the 
Activity of this Paith ; and compare thein, Heb. 11, and Zames2; where 
that Apoſtle ſpeaks of Faith being Dead, that is wicthour Works. Agd I 
ſthaſjendeayour to ſhew you, that there is no ſuch Commentary, no ſuch 


way.of Reconciling the Apoſtle Zames, with the Apoſtle Paul; The A- 


_ 'Polile Paul ſpeaking of Faith Zuſtifying without Works ; And the Apoſtle 

'Zames ſpeaking that a Man is not Zuſtifyed by Faith only, but by Works alſo. 
I wy the great Reconciliation will be, by laying Heb. t1. and James 2. to- 
'SEtner, 


with 3 


eat affurance, this Aſſertion, concerning the reſpeC& Faith hathto? 


_ Chriſt ; That there neyer had been ſuch a thing as the ſound of Faith in 


en of; And the.cfore, theſe Heads 


" Now I begin at this time with the firſt of theſe; And I'll lay down 


the 


A re 
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Of Faith where by we are Tuſtified. 5 
the. World ;- there had neyer been the Name ; Not the Air; and much 
leſs, the: Thing; had nor God bronght the fir? Begotren (as the Apoſtle 
ſaith )-znto the World, Had not Feſus Chriſt given a Being to Faith; there © 
had neyer been ſuch a thing as Faith. And therefore ir is very obſerva- 


ble, that the Apoſtle calls Chriſt by this very Name, Gal, 3. 23. Before 


Faith came (faith he) we were under Tutors and Governors ; We were kept un- 
der the Law, ſhut up unto the Faith, which ſhould afterward be revealed. © Before 
Faith came. It is certain Paith was in the World before the Goſpel, betore 
the New Teſtament ; For, it is ſaid, Abraham was Juſtified by Faith ; ard A- 
braham believed God, and it:was imputed to him for Rightevuſuc;s# and 


yet, ſaith rhe Apo Faith came, that is,before Chrift came ; becauſe 


Faith is fo Eflentially Dependent upon C+riſt, and ReſpeQive unto him; 
Chriſt is ſuch a real Foundation and ſupport of Faith; that he is \-or- 
thily and properly called by the very NaFF, or by the word, Faihh, be- 
fore Faith came. | | 

Fur for the clearer opening and making out of this to you; I ſhall in- 


{iſt upon theſe three Heads, 


Firſt, That Jeſus Chriſt isth' &ioheſt Revelation of God, Now Faith, it 
1s deſcribed by almoſt all (in Part, at leaſt) to be an Aﬀent to a Divine 
Revelation, upon the Credit that we giveto the Revealer; upon rhe Au- 
thority and Veracity, and Certainty of the Truth of the Revealer. 

For, Faith, you know properly, is a believing.the Report of another, 
or the Witneſs of- another. We cannot properly be ſaid to Belize, 
when we do know the thing our felves, and have ſeen it. by our own 


Eyes3 but when we Truſt and Ted that Aflurance, that another 


gives us Of 1t. 

Now therefore I ſhall cadeavour to make out tc you, That Zeſus Chriſt 
is He, Faith muſt needs Live and Die with him (as I may fo expreſs it in 
familiar Language Cir is as Eſſcntial to Faith to have the Manifeſtation 
and Revelation of Chriſt. as it is for the Eye to have Light. And then, - 

In the Second place, Whereas the notion of Faith is a Truſt, and a 
depending upon ſome preat Good that is offered to us, from the Su- 
preme Good ; that we haye no Right nor Title to, in our ſelves. I 
{hall ſkew you that Jeſus Chriſt is that Great and Rich Good that is giv- 
en tous from the Father. And that tho. we bave no Right to the thing 


in our ſelves; yet we come to Truity and ro Depend, and to Rely upon" 


it, as.if we had a Title. And'then, | 5 ES: 
In the Third Place, Whereas Faith is yory truely,.tho not in the firſt* - 

Account of ir, deſcribed to br a Power of Holy Life, and Holy Aion : 

And a Man believes no more, than he1s truly and really transformed by 


into the thing that he Believes. I ſhall ſhew you, That Zeſus Chrif isthat  - 
_ oreat principle of Holy Life, and of eavenly Tafe, that doth impower_ 


the Souls of his Peoples according to the degree of the preſent Stat cs 
| | | PE RS ; 22-"<, hG- 


YM Of Faith whereby we are Juſtified. $a 
_ and ſhall bring them to.chat ſpotleſs, to that blemiſhleſs ſtate, inthe 
Glory of his Appearing. 


[ begin with the Firſt thing, and thar is to ſkew you, that Jeſus Chriſt 


| is that great Revelation that Faith hath Primarily, Principally, Ociginally 
and Supremely to cloſe with, and to give up it ſelf unto, : 

You ſhall find in the 3d of John, that this is a Notion of Faith ; and 
2 Notion of Faith proper to the great Revelation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſaith Jebn\ 1, John 5. to. He that believeth in the Son of Gods bath 
the Wit in biniſelf. He that believeth not God, bath made him a Liar, becauſe 
be believeth not the Record that God gave of his Son. The great Record that 
God hath given, it is of his Son ; that he hath given his Son as the 
Great Mediator ; as the Great Redeemer ; as the Great Sacrifice; as the Great 
Rigbtebaſneſs of the World : 2 Hh therefore, if any Man does nor believe 
this, bs has made God aliar, GYNd hath done all in the Goſpel, that can 


be done, to give us an Afﬀfurance of ic: So it 1s the great Revelation. 


And ſo, when our Lord ſaith, They have ſurely known, and believed that 
thou did ſend me : It'is the very ſame thingy that Jeſus Chriſt is the great 
Saviour and Redeemer of the World. For, .whatsche meaning of God's 
ſending Chriſt, but a ſending him as a Saear? As you may find plainly 
John 3. 17. For God ſent not hzs Son into the World to condemn the World , but 
that the World, through him, might be ſaved. And, Him hath God the Father 
Sealed, John 6.50 that from all this, it is moſt Evident that ir is the grear 
Revelation. And tho this be a great Trurh, yer {till che Goſpel raiſeth 


it higher. And [-beſeech you, that you would ſeriouſly conſider ; when 


a Man Belicves in Jeſus Chriſt, he dees not only believe a written Word; 
]3efire again your ſerious Attention to it : He does not only believe a 
wricten W ord ; he doesnot only Believe a great Teſtimony from God,or 


a ſound of words concerning it, but Jeſus Chriſt the word bimſelf comes to . 


him. Indeed it was heretofore in a manifeſtation in the Fleſh : Bur the 


very ſame thing is now manifeſted by the Spirir of Jeſus Chriſt. Ang. 


_. by his coming in Spirit, he comes as that. Ford of the Father; as the E- 


ternal Word of the Father : And he ſhews himſelf to the Soul; he ſhews. 


himſelf in Spirit to the Soul ; fo that the Soul. Believes the Word of 
God ; becaule Chriſt, the word of God ſhews himſelf to him. And 
we never have the-Truth of Faich, till we haye this very coming of the 


Eternal Word to us. As you fee ( 1 Jobn 1. 1.) how the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


concerning this word, That which was from the Beginning, which we have 
beard, which we have ſeen mth our Eyes, which we have looted 1-pom, and our 
 hants bave handled of the nord of Life. For the Life was manifeGed, and we 
* have ſeen it and bear Witneſs, &c. That which we have ſeen and heard, declare 


xe nnto you: Now pray, Why docs the Apoſtle declare this? Nor that you 


thould ref jn a written word : That's the thing I would deſire you to ob- 


4 — fave. Not'that yeuſhould reſt in a ſound ot Words ; but that ye alſy 
. - *. may ve fellowſhip with'us; (yeE. 3.) and truly our fellowſhip zs with the Father, 


and 


Of Faith whereby we are Juſtified. 7 
and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. . Not. that we. ſhould expe any Viſional 
Repreſentations of theſe things: That's not the Intention of it. Bur 
that we ſhould look for a real Manifeftation of the Father, and the Son ; 
or of the Father by the Son, and through the Son : And alſo of the Son 
by the Father. So that there is certainly, a Sight of Chriſt ; 1 ſay, a 
fight of the Son, in Faith. And if we did but thus conſider the excel- 
lency of Faith ; indeed, 1 cannot but apprehend, there could be no dif- 
ference between Chriſtians, and Chriſtians, in theſe points concerning 
Faich ; and ſo concerning Juſtification ; if we had but true and right ap- 
prehenſions of Faith. It is true indeed, there's a great deal of falſe 
Faith, of counterfeir Faith, that has neyer ſeen Chriſt, Buc*il true 
Faith, ic hath ſeen Chriſt; ir hath come up to the very word of Jeſus 
Chriſt : That is, to Jeſus Chriſt the Word. So, 7obn 6. 40. there mult 
be a fight of the Son, before there can be a believing in him. And this 
zs the the will of bim that ſent me, that every T:xe, which ſeeth the Son, and be- 


lieveth on him, may have everlaſting Life. And therefore, as { told you, he 
Is called the Word of God ; that is, the Efſential and Erernal Word of Ged, 


manifeſted in Fleſh ; maniteſted in Human Nature, And 'F here is no 


{gh of Chriſt without his coming tous , without our receiving of 
him, bv the Teaching of th. *#ather, and by the manifeſtation of him- 
felf, And ſo ſaith the Apoſtle Paul; when it pleaſed God to Reveal his 
Son in me, You ſee here is not only words, either Spoken or Written 3 
bat there is the very Son himſelf Revealed in us. I do acknowledg all 
this is in a Spiritual Senſe, not only in an IntelleQual Senfe: Tho it is 
true, That ſhall be Subſetvient, and as it were the Conveyance and Vehi- 
cle of this ſight. Bur ir isa Spiritual Sight, wrought by the Power of 
God, and by the Spirit of God. And O therefore! This is the great 
Point I would preſs upon you. And indeed, I have taken notice rhar 
the moſt Spiritual Wrirers,{ andjPreachers of Faith, They have ſaid, 
That Faith is. upon the Perſon of the Son; the Perſon of the Eternal Word in 
our Nature, the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Ic does not deal firſt of all with his Be- 
nefits and Salyation that comes by him ; I mean, principally : 1don't 
ſay, but God may draw a Soul firſt by the conſideraion of. his Benefits. 
But the principal Touch of Faith,it is upon the Son of God. might give - 
you innumerable Scriptures that verify this great Truth. And I deſire 

that we may take notice of it, In that forenam'd place, John 17. ». 8. 

Chriſt ſaith, (this isthe point) They have believed that of things whatſoever 


Thou haſt given me, are of thee ; and that T came forth from thee, and that thou 


didſt ſend me, All this, Chriſt ſays, you way ſee, immediately concerns 
the Perſon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. So inthe Epiſtle to the Galatians, a 
place that is worthy our notice ; and that I ſhall have occaſion of congi- 
nual recourſe to, Gal. 2, 20, 21. 1 am Crucified with Chriſt : nevertheleſs 7 


live; yet not 1 but Chriſt fiveth in me. 1 urge it here only, to LFhi Purpoſe, 
erign- © Dt, 


to ſhew you, that Faith, ir immediately goes ous to the Þ riff 
"Mm 7 EE... Rr 


3 of Faith whereby we are to be Juſtified. 


even ig the point of Revelation. This is, That, it principally goes on . 


and'touches there cloſeſt and faſteſt; upon the very perſon of Chrilt. 

 O therefore, that our Souls now might find ſomething of this going out 

totheperſon of Chriſt! A Tender of the Perſon of Chriſt to us, that 
| Jeſus Chriſt the Word wou'd come, and ſhew himſelf ro us! That in 


a Spiritual ſenſe, we might ſee him with our Eyes, and handle him 
with our hands; we Glake haye all aflurance of a real Union, of a real 
Touch betwixt. Chriſt and our Souls, . 

And then I would deſire you to take notice alſo of this; that when 
' this gat Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt hath come in, and has a Reception 
' in the'Soul; then all the Truths that flow in along with him, chey come 


in alſo into the Soul ; and the Soul receives, according to all the Know- 


ledg of God, and Jeſu Chriſt. ir receives all Truth, when this great 


Revelation hath firſt of all evitred, and raken placein it. All the Truths 
of God, they come in by Jeſus Chriſt ; as he is ſaid ro be The Truth ; 
and the Son of the Father in Truth. Ir is a-very great conſideration, 
this; no Truth is indeed truly taken in, till Chriſt is raken in. If you 
would but apprehend this ; Iconfeſs there are many Learned, and Wiſe, 
and Great Men in Diſcourſe; they inſiſt »*ry much upon the Proof, by 
Natural Demonſtration, Argument and Reaſon of the Being of a God. 
] am very far from DetraCting, or Derogating from what they do.: For 
it is very wotthy in its own kind and place, But this 1 do aſſure you, 
that there's no man inthe whole Univerſe, thar hath taken in truly che 
Knowledg cf the One God ; But he hath raken ir, in and through Chriſt, 
ang by Chriſt : Or elſe, he hath i not ſavingly, if he hath it not in, 
and through Chriſt, | 


. So there ate great Arguments to Diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, - 


the Law, and Natural Conſcience go far in it. Bur, I affure you, no 
Man has taken in any of the Principles of Natural Conſcience, in a ſav- 
ing way , till he hath raken in Jeſus Chriſt. All Truth, ir comes in by 
Jeſus Chriſt, 7ebz 1. 17. The Evangeliſt there, hath it expreſly, The 
Law came by Moſes, faith he. There was a meaſure of Light given þ 
the Law : Burt (faith he) Grace and Trath came by Feſus Chriſt, And [ll 
give you one great Scripture, tharwill make this very plain, Heb. 11, 6. 
Saich the Apoſtle there ; Mithont Faith, it 75 inipeſſible to pleaſe him : For be 
that cometh to God, muſt believe that he zs. A great many of the Ration- 
alifts that are in tais very Age, at this very time carry iz,-as if they 
© would not thank the Goſpel (as I may fo expreſs it) they are ready to 

fay, they would notchank the Revelation ot it for the Proof, that there 
Is 509, that Is, _ God. 

But, as it. may be true in their ſenſe too; that is, It is DemonRrable b 
the Lighc of Nature, and by Reaſcn, and by Argument, backivewiid 
with all. my Heart, .itis ſo; And yer, notwithſtanding, I ſay, no man 
thar'ſavingly believes that there is a God; But he that doth ir by that 
_-. Faith, that hath taken in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, © And 


ur 


#2 


UMI 


"not the Father, 
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Aid therefore, faith the Apoſtle, If any Man bath not the Sen, be bath 
If he doth not come to the Knowledg of the Father, by 
the Son ; he hath not the true, and the right Knowledg; the. crue E- 
vangeclical, Spiritual, ſaying Knowledg.ſo much as of a God. 
So, concerning Eternal Happineſs and Miſery ; there may be great 


S) 
Light of Truth offered, from Natural Argument. 
eneyer come to fee, and know Truths indeed; till we come to 


know them by:the.Eternal Word; that word of God coming in to us, 


whois (the) Truth. - *  _. = R 
Therefore, I befeech you, Thar you would retain theſe things in 


your Minds and Judgments; and that you' might be able, when you 


hear Diſputes, concerning Faith, and concerning . Zuſtification by Faith, 
that you would remember, that this 1s the true. excellency of Faith, To 
touch-the Perſon of the Son of God ; to come to Him, to ſee Him, to be united to 


Him, as the Great Truth. ' . ; , 
Ie is:crucy, all the Truths that we have, in: the Word of God; they 
are All of great Excellency, and of great neceſfity. * But they all Centre 


in Chriſt (the) Trath ; who #4{the) TI'ruth. They Centrein him, who 
is (the) Truth ; they are all but Lines flowing from him, and Return 
to him, 1know, every one will eaſily grant, that the Knowledg of the 
Angels is much greater than the Knowledgof any Man ; or of al] men 
put rogether, Now you -ſhall find, that the Angels, notwithſfanding 


the great Orb of Light that they make, or are 3 notwithſtanding they 
are great Intelligences; yet notwithſtanding, the Knowledg of Chriſt, 


is the Supreme Knowledg that they have, faith the Apoſtle, Ts the intent 
that now unto the Principalsties and Powers in Heavenly places, might be known 
by the Church the manifil Wiſdom of God, according to the eternal purpoſe 
which he purpoſed in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, Eph. 3. 16, 11-, And therefore 
indeed; tho Angels and Men were Created with very large meaſures of 
knowledg { 1 make no doubt} and excellency of an latelleQual Being ; 
yer, that God hath ſo ordred things ; that the great Knowledg, the grear 
Manifeſtation of his manifold W iidon:,'ſhouJd come. in by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that hath given occaſion to ſuch wonderful Explication ot rhat Infinite 
Effential Truth, That God is Ifay, it hath given the occaſion : That 
indeed, 1 may ſay, there had neyer been {uch athing as Faith, that is, an - 
higher underſtanding than Natural: Uaderſtanding 1s; a. greater Com- 
prchenſion of Truth, than all Natural Comprebenfion of Truth 


is, | | 
O Infiaite Treaſures of Truth, thatwill be found to have flown from 
the bringing in of Jeſus Chriſt the-great Mediator ! This is that which 


hath broken up the great Deep of Truth; I ſay, the great Deep of , 
eat Cataraits 


Truth is broken upby the Manifeſtarton of Chriſt : The gre Cats 
fas they cail them) of Heaven, are opened by this very. iſdom., The th 
cſta- * 


great flowings in, and CataraQts of mn have flown by the Manifef Be] 
| Ls | | | .. HO 4A 


IS: * Wh Of Faith by:which we are Juſtified, 
tion of Chritft:- \Indved, I am nat ableito conceive the. greatneſs of this 
"Truth; or to ſpeakitoyou, How greatly:Rich will/Heaven, and Saints 
and Angels be made, by knowing this great ;I ruth of- the. Manifeſtati- 
on of Chriſt ! And therefore, 'it is-not 'Truch/Rivetted. into their Natu- 
ral Underſtandings'; Burt it is properly called Faith ; tho indeed, all 
Truth will be Demonſtrated fo really in the, Furure Stare, that 46 will 
make that kind of Faith-to ceaſe, thar'is an:Eyidence of things got ſeen; 
tho it may ſtill properly be: called Faith ;; in regard of-that Infinite 
Knowledg Flowing from God, through Influence; by and in Jeſys 
Chriſt. DEBUT [£5 360 1 ng, 

Sol kaye ſpoken of ithe Firſt Head (propoſed. : | 

The Second thing]. would therefore apen.ta;you., is, Faith doth pro- 

perly adhere, and run to'ſome good that is: offered ; And. eſpecially, 


under a ſenſe of Danger, and-a {enſeof. great Ruin. and Miſery, if there 


be not extraordinary Reſcue ; And therefore thus is'the Second thing] 
afſerr, That there had' never been that Faith:and Truſt; that Faith of 
Refuge , that Faith of *Reliance'; that! Faith-of -Dependance, if Jeſus Chrift 
had not beep made known: For, W har J4. Jeſus Chriſt, but the grear 
Deliverer? As the Apoſtle ſpeaks in 1 They. 1.laſt. He that Delivers, ver. 
Io. It is not, Delivers us 4 But he is the, 0 ov@v, The Peliverer., his Name 
is the general Dcliverer. ' Who. is (T] he) Deliwerer ; even Jeſus Chriſt, 
Stiled and Surnamed; made notably knownito ws, by being (The ) De- 
- fiverer from the Wraththat it tocome. He's (The } Delwerer from the 
wrath that is to come. | LESD 97 EL! ESA 

Solfay, There had never been Footing for Faith, if it had not-been 
for Chriſt ; becauſe of that great Good. And indeed, as I have often 
declared to you; ſolam poſttively of that Judgment, that the Ele& 
Angels did fly to Chriſt}, even as wedo, in a loſt and undone ſtate 2 So 
they to be ſecured from that loſt State, the Fallen Angelsand Man- kind 
run into. I make 'no doube, they found- all Created: Beings ſtood in 
theraſelyes too lippery, and too ready to fall : And they thought it ſafeſt 
to be under the Wing of the Mediator, xo bewithin the eyerlaſting 
Arms of the Mediator. if 

Therefore mich'more, if God had*not given this great Saviour to 
_ Joſt Man ; this great'Deliverer ; this great Kanſom; this great Sacrifice; 
this great Rrghteouſneſs of Zeſus Chrift,* the Righteouſneſs of God ; there 
had been no Room for the Faith of Truſt ; for the Faith of Relyance' a> 
mong Men. BIS 

You know, oftentimes in ſcripture, Faith is ſpeken of, as truſt : That 
when a Creature docs not know what todo; nor whither ro run ; Ir 
runs to God, by Faith. Now, this is all founded in the abſolute neceffi- 
ty, thatweall have, to fly to Chriſt for Redemption, being loſt and 
undone without hin, © 


And 


add >. 
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 Dwells over him. 


” Of Faith by which we are Tuſtified. 11 
- And therefore you find all ſcripture agrces to ir, that we are under a 
rjcceliry to:come to him, as the. greateſt Good that can be offered. ta us. 
;hriſt 1s that greateſt Good that can be offered to us. - Even: Eternal Life, 
Life from Everlaſting ito Everlaſting: | WY: 2 
And therefore, oblerve the vein of Scriptures: It is indeed, ſo much ; 
Thar I need not- almoſt name ſuch things to you, obn. 13. -14. As Mo- 
fes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even'ſo muſt the Son of Man be lifted 
up : That whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have Eternal Life, Ic 
is very plain, what our Lord here intends. * Weare under the ſame ne- 
ceſſity, that rhey'that were bitten with the Serpents in-the Wilderneſs, that 
died immediately; they ſwelled, and died, and broke in pieces immediately, 
if they had not the Remedy in this Braſen Serpent. And fo weare 11 
the ſame Contitron : Our Thigh weld Rott, and our Belly would 
ſwell (to allude'to that Repreſentation njpler che Law); I ſay, the Thigh ; 
T bat is, the Soul, and the Conſcience, ati all the Powers of the Soul,»they 
would preſently be Gangren'd, (in a ſpiritual ſenſe) and give up to Ruin 
and Deſtru&ion , were it nor/ for Jeſus Chriſt. 'And fo apain, ver. 16. 
For God fo loved the World, that he gave his onely begotten $on, that whoſoever 
believeth in him, ſhould not per*ſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
| That yery word, ſhould not periſh , it is as much as to: {ay, he ſhall 
certainly periſh,if he does not come to Chriſt, If he does not believe in him. 
And v.36. He that believeth onthe Songhath everlaſting Lifes And he that belies * 
eth net the $0n,ſhall not ſee Life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. As Jere- 
miah ſaith, He that truRcth not in the Lord, he ſhall be like a barren Wilders 
neſs, that ſhall not ſee when good cometh; So, he ſhall not ſee Life, but the nrath 
of God abideth on him. ' W herever he gots , the wrath of God abides on him. 
Though he be Rich, and happy in the world ; yet. ſtill he does not 
know what a Companion he hath with him't The wrath of God going 
along? And what a Roof, and what a skie he is always under} whata 
Canopy of Heaven he '1s'under 2 'The- wrath of- God abides. on him , 
So, Fe that bath the Son hath Tfe ;' and be that hath not the Son 'of 'God,hath 
not Life. And therefore hete isFaith in Jeſus Chrift, Reliance upon 
him, the Faith of Truſt. ' Jeſus Chriſt is he that hath brought in the 


Faith of T ruſts | 


| 1havefaid itto you before ; and Iſhould never be afraid to ſay it to'a 
Congregation -of the Learned'ſt and Wilſeſt "ip the'_World'; That the 
Angels fled to Chriſt, foreſecing poſhbiliryof Ruin; if thagſrood upo 


themſelves. | 


3 Of Faith by which we are Juſtified. 


Now, I-woilddefire you to Conſider ; That 7eſus Chriſt never came 
ro any. Soul, with his Benefits 2-And not come himſelf. He doth not 


ſend bisBenefits, and not co | 7 
yery fain, in every thing, preſs upon you. I ſay, he never ſends his be- 
nefits, but he always comes himſelf, 1 am the way, the Truth, and the Life. 
lam the Life, ſaith Chriſt. And he is Redemption, ſaith the ApoSile Paul, He 
is (the) Redemption. There is not a Redemption ſeparate from him 3 But he 5s our 
Redemption.z and he is our life 3 and he is.our Ranſom; He is our Sacrifice ; He 


is our Redeemer ; He ts our Mediator; He is our All. And therefore Faith, 


E hath todo with.the Perſon of Chriſt. Indeed,' it way be very neceſ- 
ſary to hold out; and is certainly, abſolutely necefary, to hold out the 
Benefits of Chriſt. Burt we ſhould take heed of this 2 For here-comes in. 
a great deal of diſpute and wrangling, who ſhould have the Benefit of 
his Righteouſneſs by his Blood. # Alas ! This isnot the aning; . 

_* Firſt, but we are. to come to the very Perſon of Chriſt, and to unice- 
with him; ho loved us, and'gave: bimſelf for us, | 


For, Ic is not a difputable thing; how we 
we pitch firſt upon him by Faith, and by his coming inta us, and dwel- 
ling in us; and we in him ; As Iſhall after ſhew (if the Lord give oppor= 
tanity) that our; Juſtification is by union. There 1s no Juſtification, bur 
by union, Ir is not by what we do; - or, what Conditions or Terms of 
the Goſpel we obſerve ; [Though they ſhall, mare ctieQtually follow, 
than any other way. we Diſcourle-of.' I don't ſay, .that there is no need 
of Repentance, of. Faith, and holineſs of life. Byt, our Juſtification is 
immediately flowing from union, and no other, way ;. As I hope, by the 
| affiſtance of God, and his Goodneſs giving leave, evidently ro make out 
' by Scripture. - FA | 

I hall therefore pitch upen that, Heb. 6. to ſhew you, that Faith flyes 
with all the ſpeed it can for Righteouſneſs; ſaith the Apoſtle, who have 
Ned for Refuge, to lay hold, upon the bope: ſet befare us, verſe 18. who have fled. 
All the fpecd they can poſſibly make, is little enough ; too little ( as-it 


were ) to lay hold upon that Hope. that is fer before us, Jeſus. Chriſt; ſo 


ſaith the Apoſtle, 7 deſire te be found in him, The Expreſſion eyidently 
alludes to that Expreſſion in Scripture, when the Man ayer-fled from the 
Revenger ;, when the Purſuer of Blood, arid the Miniſter of Vengeance 
was at his Heels, he made all the way he could,. to /ly to the City of Re- 
Fuge. So 1 fay, the Soul by Faith, makes all the way it can, with all the 
Jpeed it can, to flee for. Refuge to the Hope ſet before it, in Zeſus 


. . Now, '] would aj another-thing to you, as I did in the former ; as. 


Ltold. you, All Truth comes; in by the Knowledge of Chriſt, the. Great 
Truth. All the Report of Truth comes in by, Jeſus Chriſt, the ſupream 
Truth, $9..all' Truſt , and Hope of Good comes in the Great Sacri- 
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himſelf. Which is'the thing,-1 would: 


ſhall have hisBenefirs ; 16 © 
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As now, ſuppoſe a Man be in want, or in fear of Danger ; or in fear 
of this or that Inconyeniency in the preſent State t: Why Faith, this Sa- 
ing Faith in Chriſt, having taken him in, as the great Redeemer; as the 
great Sacrifice ; it flies ro God through him, in every Caſe. 

As now, It was certainly a Fruit of Saving Faith in David, when he 
faid to God, 7 flee to thee to hide me from danger , when my Heart ts overwhelm- 
ed; Lead me tothe Rock, that 7s bigher than 1. I make no doubt, but this 
was a Fruit of Saving Faith. And ſo when the Servants of God cry to him 
for neceſſary Food and Rayment, if they have taken Chriſt, it is 2 Fruit 
of Saving Faith of that kinda, When Jehoſhaphat cryed out to G:d, when 
he was likely to haye been ſlain, as Abab was; it was Saving Faith in Je- 
koſhaphat, that crycd to God ; why >. becauſe he had taken in the Ke- 
deemer. 

But, if we cry to God without tha. Redeemer; it is but howling. Bur 
when once we haye taken hold of Chriſt, it is Saving Faith, There's one 
Scripture more, ( and then 1] conclude this with Application) to ſhew, 
when we come to Chriſt, upon a Title; when we have firſt taken 
Chriſt as rhe ſupreme Good, and Saviour, and Deliverer, 1 Pct. 4. 19. WWhere- 
fore, let them that ſuffer according to the Will of God, commit their Souls to him, 
in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. He dos not fay, a feithful Redze- 
mer, but a faithful Oreater. Why 2 becauſe Jeſus Chriſt che Redeemer had 
been taken in, We can never truſt in God, as a faithful Creator, till we 
have firſt rruſted in Jeſus Chriſt, the great Redeemer, the great Sacrifice of _ 
Alttonement, IT 

| come therefore to make the Application of this, in theſe three Par- 
ticulars; in which, 1will be very brief. ; 

The firſt Uſe 3s, Oh! 1 beſeech you, let us in every thing conſider 
Faith, When ever you think of Faith, don't look upon it in it ſelf, bur 
only in its Relation to the Redeemer. Indeed, Faith is like. the Eye ; 
there isa great deal of admirable curious Workmanſhip in the Eye, as 
the Anatomiſts of the Eye have made very plain. One would ſtand 
amazed, to behold the admirable Skill of the Creator, in the Eye ! thar 
excellent Machine, as I may call it. - And yet rotwithſtanding all this, 
Without Light, what were the Eye? even nothing at all.. And ſo 
Faith hath a great deal of curious Workmanſhip ; Ir is a great Work of 
God ; The Work of Faith with Power, as the Apoſtle ſaith. lr is the Faich 
of Gods Power ; Ic is the like preciows Faith. But if you take away Chriſk 


 fromir, alas! Ir is nothing at all. All its Excellency. is in its Union to 


Chriſt, I ſpeak this, that 1 would not in the leaſt ſeem to quarrel, or to 
raiſe a,Controverſie with any Holy Servants of 7eſus Chriſt, Yecl ſay, - 
we arc ready to run into ſuch a. kind of Notion of. Faith, as if there was 
ſome Excellency in.its ſelf ; and becauſe it obeys; as it is very. true, it 
does: And becauſe it_purifies the Heart and Lite, and lays'Argumentg 
and Engagements of Obedicnce ; 1 don't deny any- thing of this ; bug 


a delle © 


IB. . 


14 Of Falth by which we are Juſtified. 

deſire to ſpeak the ſame thing, "Bit I ill affirm, that we may not be 
miſtaken in Faith: For, this is not itFExcellency ; no more than it is 
the Eyes Exccllency, that it is curioufly made, whereas it would be no- 
thing ; no, nor'ſo much a'beauty, of It were not for Light: It were all 
one, as if a Man were blind, or had ne Eye. So'it isall ene, 1f it were 


not forChri#, whether there were ſuch a thing as Faith, or no ſuch th ing 
as Faith , It were of no value, or Account, if it were not for him; And 


therefore, I befeech you, keep all this ſtrialy in your Thoughts, Faith 
is excellent : Why > becauſe Chriſt is excellenf, and it hath to do with 


him. It hath a great many Subordinations of Excellency on this fide 


Chriſt ; bur its great Excellency 1s, it touches Chriſt, And then, -. 
1n the ſecond Place, I beſeech you jet us always mind this, the Perfor of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &. | ol 
Don't think of his Benefits divided from his Perſon, for God: gives 
you his Son : he gives you his Son firſt and p15 ny but when he 
gives you his Son, all his Benefits come with him. There 1s Pardon, 
Righteouſneſs, Santtification, and Redemption ; every thing comes in by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Be gives: you Chriſt himſelf firſt ; It is He that 1s made 
this xa us. There are fo many Scriptures in this Point, thar I dor'c 
know where to ſtay, when I-come to conſider it, As now, He that hath 
the'Son, hath Life, And God gives his Sagy; and all things together with 
Hitm. And; we' have not Wiſdom, Righteaifneſs, Sandification, and Re- 
demption, as it were, apatt, that God tends them by themſelves, and 
we- have them : And though Chri# be to be knewn to be the Author 
only of them, it is no matter whether we mind him further or not; 
I ay, this is not the 'T ruth of the thing, But ye are of Gud in Chriſt Jeſus, 
»ho ts made unto its Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, &c. And you cannot haye 
them}, except you have Chrit firſt; you muſt have him firſt, and unite 


frſt with him. © Bur that which I ſhall pitch upon, is Gal. 2.20. Iam 


cructfied-with Chriſt, n-verthe/eſs T live ; yet not 1, but Chrift liveth in me ; and 
the Life which 1 now live in the Flefh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God, who 


loved me, and gave himſelf ſor me. But indeed, the firſt and principal 


thing that we are to look to in Chriſt, is Redemption, Pardon of Sin in his 
Blood ; + Righteouſneſs, and Juſtification, as I ſhall after ſhew you; and 
therefore we ſhould always look to his Perſon. And then  — 
*  Tiathe td, aud laſt place, T ſhall defire, if we love Ebrii!, let us loye 
* Theſe Traths of Chrift, and theſe Manifeſtations of Chriſt, , 
'- Becauſe they are gloomy ; there's a great gloom upon them, you 
may plainly perceive, not only among the Heathens, Mahometans, Anti- 
- chrijitans,* and Popiſis 2 Dur there is a gloom among Proteſtants ; they are 

50t fo -caear, fo bright, fo lively and excellent among us, as in them- 


7 Telves* Por, if theſe things I have ſpoken of, be true, lr is certain, here's 
the Oriency,.of the Goſpel ; here's the Pearl of great Price, Jeſus Chriſt, 


And vur Souls ſhould cloſe with, and ciing to Him, Now, becauſe 
+3; nd, | there 
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| Song of the Redempiion 5f Jeſus Chriſty, 8cc, 


Of Faith by which we are Juſhfied. 15 
there is a Fog and Miſt about theſe things; how earneſtly ſhould we pray 
for the Kingdom of Zeſus Chriſt> For, then theſe things will come into 
their Glory, into their Beauty ; into their Perfe&ion, | 

And therefore, I ſay, if we loye Chriſt, our Souls ſhould carneſtlyde- 
fire that this Kingdom of Chriſt ſhould appear. For then, ( as I have 
otten told you ) the New Song fhall be ſung, 4s it were a New Song. It 
was as it were loſt, and ſhall be recoyered again ; and therefore 1t is, 
as it were, a new Song. | 

Lhe firſt thing in the Kingdom of Chri#, (1 beſeech you,” remember 
it ; regzzmber,--1t is ſpoken to you this day ; and I hope, that many of 
us may live to ſee the thing ) che firſt ching that ſhall be, after the 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſhallbe known, ſhall be che Poice of Harpers, with their 
s, ſo loud, as it were the Yoyce*'sj Thunder; this, As it. were a New... _.. 
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We are Juſtified, xc, 


The Second Sermon. 


Rom. = * 
Therefore being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace 
with God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


HE great point of Diſcourſe that I have ſingled from theſe 
words, is to open to you the Nature of that Eminent and 
| Tranſcendant Grace of the Goſpel ; the Grace of Faith, which 

our Lord hath an eſpecial reſpe@ to in theſe words, John 17. 7, 
8. They have known, that all things whatſoever thou haſt given me, are of thee. | 
For 1 have given unto them the words which thou gaveſt me, and they have recei- ; 
ed them, (that is, they have received them by Faith) and have known 
ſurely, that 1 came out from thee, and they have believed them that thou didfſt 
fend me, They have known ſurely ;, and they have believed that thou didſt ſend 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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me. They have Believed. Knowing, and Believing, are here Uniced 
one with another, becauſe of that ſure Knowledg, and that ſtrong de- ; 
monſtration of Faith gives to the Souls of his Peaple. And then, F 


Secondly, Here's the great Objed of this Faith. For, they bave known, , 
that all things whatſoever thou haſt given me, are of thee. Whatſcever thou haſt 
given me ; the things are of thee, And the words which thou gaveſt me, 
they have received them : And they have known ſurely that I came out | 
from thee, and that thou did'ft ſend me, | Jeſus 


UM 
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Of Faith by which we are Juſkfied. ” . 0 

Jeſus Chriſt 'isthe Supreme Obje& of Faich, as he is one with the 
Father, and hath come into the World, as the Mediator and Redeem: 
er of loſt and undone Sinners. 20 : 

T herefqgþl have undertaken, in the firſt Place, ro make out this to 
you; -that Me proper Obje& of Faith, is the Mediator and that Faith 
came in'with the Mediator; 'aud ſubſiſted wholly in him, and upon 
him. And if you take away. the Mediator ; Faith becomes a meer 
Nullity; a meer nothing, - There is the ſame, and far greater Cons 


JunRion berwixt Chriſt and Faich, than there is berween the Eye and 


Lighe. As you knew, the Eye is nothing Without Light: ſo Faith is 
nothing, without that great Light, the Mediator. 
This I be an to open to you, A” 
Firſt, In that Jeſus Chriſt is the Supreme Revelation of God. For, 
Faith (by thoſe that ſiritly Define ic, or Deſcribe ir) ic is an Aﬀent to 
Divine Revelation. .5r 5! ;« 5: EG 
ation of God, it is Jefus Chriſt, He is the 


Now, the great Revelation of God, fus Cl 
great Truth: the Alpha and Omega of Truth. And all Truth (as I ſhew'd 


you) depends upon him, For there comes in with Jeſus Chriſt, a No- 
tion-of Truth, proper and pecutiar to himſelf. All the great Truths 
of Scripture. Indeed, there are notable Intimations, and great Repre- 
fentationsin all the Holy ways of God, in which the Soul of Man was 

But the great Subjed of Truth ; it is the Truth that comes in with 


Chriſt t ASI hew'd you, he ſaith of himſelf, Hes (The) Truth: 


And even Natural Truth (asI abundantly ſhew'd you) it comes un- - 
der Chriſt. Natural Truth ; that Truth, that there is an everlaſting 
Being $ ThatGod is; This comes under Chriſt $ Ir removes(as it were) 
from being a Natural Truth ; and it 'comes under Chriſt. Tho it 1s 
true,” there are great Arguments to prove it ; yet it chooſes (as it wete) 
and delights tocome under Chriſt, And ſothe Truths of Eternity ,(as 
I1hall ſpeak more preſently) they. come under Chrit. | 

In the Second place ; as Faith, it-pirches upon ſome good, vpom ſome 
grace that is ſhew'd co the Children of Men ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt, he 1s the 
great obje& of Faith z becauſe all Good ir is in him, The: Promiles of 
Grace, they arc all,in him, And therefore, that is a great Sctipture, 
that Idid not-mention to you the laſt day ; and therefore, | beſcech you, 
now to take ir into great conſideration, 2 Cor, 1, 20.' AN the promiſes of -. 
God are in bim, yea, and in him Amen, t» the Glory of God. Tu him, yea, aud 
in him Amen. All that God hath ſpoken of Grace;and of good will co 
the Children'of Men; it is all in Chriſt : All the promiſes in him are, 
yea; and in him they are. Amen. And he is (The) Deliverer,' as i ſhew:d 
you, from the Wrath tocome. Chriſt in you the hope of Glo, Cor T7 
I is wonderfgl, how all Good is Treaſured yp in Chriſt, Faith-runsto 
a Promile ; it runs, clpecially to ve 3 and to a Revezarion mabey: = 
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finite Riches of Grace + And all-is in Jeſus Chriſt,” Chriſt in you the hope 
of Glory. | 01% SUTIN BD 00 £587 Gt 1 044 
Icome now te goon. 


b 


In the Thirg place, As Faith'is'a mighty aftive Power of kgineb, and 


of New Obedience; ſo its whole Reſt and Truſt is in Jeſus Thrift, As 
che Truſt of Faith (ir whom ye truſtzd, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) the Truſt of 
Fatth, in.regard of Etcrnat Life and Salvation ;” ſo the Aﬀtivicy of Faitie 


flows from the Medjator ;/ And avall the Promiſes, or: Hopes that we: 


Chriſt, now, as the Redeeiner :' As1 inſtanced to-youzs. in that expreſ> 


fion : That you would (ſaith the Apoſtle). give - your ſelves 'unto bim,-as & 
' Faithful Creator : That is, as a Redeemer. 'So it is in this poiat:; All 


_ the Holineſs of a Chriſtian, itflows from Faith in Jefys Chriſt. 'T'har: 
 1sthe true Holineſs, thar comes in by: Faith in Jeſus-Chriſt;;, chat Des 
rives from Chriſt; and is conveyed.to us by Faith, 07 0 oe 1 
So that if: you enquire, How ſhall I come'to be Holy: : -. : 


I do not deny.. that all the Rules of the- word of *God, ate of. great 
help and affiltance herein ; Bur yer, ſtill Lfay,, that the: Centre, and the- 


Root, andthe Fountain, and the Well-ſpring of All, is Jeſus Chrit; 
- And therefore. we find ja that, 1 Cors 1. 30. a-place often to be remem- 


bred and -mentioned, when we are'ſpeaking of theſe things. . Of : bin 
are ye in Chriſt: Zeſus, who-of God is. made unto us,iſdom; anil Righteouſmſs,. 


and SanGification, and:Redemption, 12575 ; 

He is made V/Viſaom and Sanftification. The firſt being 'in a Soul: by 
' FViſdem ;, it is from Chriſt. He is the Wiſdom: by which a Manicon- 
{iders the madneſs and folly-of all the ways of Sin-z and engages there- 
fore into the ways of Holineſs. Chriſt is his Wiſdom to-do it. . He's 


the Wiſdom of Faith, and the Wiſdom of Repentance : The Wif 


dow by which a Soul ſeeing its loſt ſtate in it ſelf; ies unholy and.cors 


rupt ſtate in itſelf; It comes to ſay, Where ſhall | have a change of this. 
Srate and Candition? And it{ces Chriſt to be the only. Foundation of 


\ it: And therefore, the Power of Holineſs, ic comes in by Believing; you. 


find therefore how often Chriſt is pleaſed to ſpeak of himſelf, ſuch. 
words, as do certainly imply the Power of Holineſs-co be from him-- 
feif. Avnow, 7ohn 14 6. He comprehends'iall thoſe in himſelf; ſainht 
Chriltz am the way, the Truth, and the Life, No' Man, xc... Take theſe: 
words, either 4a the point of Jnſtification, or-in the point-of Calling ;- 
or-in the poir.tof SanC&ification ; or, take them in the higheſt Glory of - 
Saints - It is very true : Chriſt.z4 the way, the Truth, and the. Life. Now- 
He 75 the- way, un. regard of SanQifhcatien.; And he hath the mighty:- 
Power of all that Life of Holineſs; of all that Life of Grace.,. derived- 
from himſelf, Sorthat indeed, when we find our Graces to be citherin 


_ a declining, ox in alow State 3 or when we find out ſelves under any 
Tempration , 97, when we find. our ſclycs. ro be.to grappic and conteſt 
#9 : with 


% 
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with things thatFleſh and Blood cannot tell how to conteſt with; our 


-great Wildom is. torun to Chriſt for Power ; for the Power of Grace ; 


for ſtrength of Grace todo it ; and' to depend upon him, .wholly for 


VE + 4+-7- v4 | 1/44 e71 oh 
' For, ' As I ſhew'd you laſt day, That a Servant of Chriſt, a true Be: 
liever in Chriſt, heis Crucified with-him': Even as tothe point of Juſti- 
fication yz he is upon the Croſs together with -Chriſt ; he comes under 
the ſentence of Guilt, with Chriſt; and all his own Righteouſneſs is 
isſlain, Why fo, in the very {ame manner, all his Luſts, they are 
brought under by the mighty Efficacy of Truth that is in Jeſus Chriſt: 
As now; in the Epiſtle ro:the Galatians, chap. 6.: you ſhall find where 


the great Power of Crucifying'of our Luſts 1s. - / is certainly by our Be- 


ing in Chriſt, 7 ſay. ir is certainly the Being of the Soul in Chriſc, that 
'Crucifies all theſe. Saith the Apoſtle, Gal, 5, 24. They that are Chriſes, 


(pray obſerve) have crucified the Fleſh, with the Afﬀetfions and Lufts. They 


that are Chrifrs, have done it: A Man does not become Chriſts, by 
Crucifying his Luſts and AfRfions 3 Bur, becauſe his is Chriſts, therefore 
he has Power from Chriſt, to crucify his Luſts and AﬀeQions. * This is 
a great Truth ; they that. are Chriſt's, haye crucified their Luſts and 
Aﬀe&ions: T heir ſinful Lufts and Aﬀe@&ions, And inthe 6th chap.of the 


| Galatians, ſaith the Apoſtle, as he (aid before,: That be was crucified with 
Chriſt; ſo he ſays in this chapter, Gal. 6. 17:From benceforth let no Man 


trouble me-; = I bear in my Body the marks of the Lord Feſus. And ver, 14. 
Ged forbid, that I ſhould Glory in any thing, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom the world is crucifiediuntome, and I unto the warld, 

You fee:here how plainly the Power of Chriſt is char, that crucifies 
Luft, ahd crucifiesthe love of the World. + +. 

Here is our great miſery, our great unhappineſs in the Power'of cor- 
ruption over us; That we do not receive Chriſt, And then, Epbeſ. 4. 
20, 21. When the Apoſtle had ſet out the exceeding evil. converſation 
of the Heathen ; He faith, ye have not ſo learned Chriſt ; If ſo be that ye have © 
heard him, and have been taught by him,” as the truth, is in Jeſus :* Toat ye 
= of oncerning the former converſation, whath is corrupt, according to the deceit- 
ful luſts, 1 | | LEY 3b, | 

1 Wo molt ſincerely zcknowledg, that all the Scripture, and the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and all the commands and Adtnonitions, and Exhortati- 
ons, and Reproofs of it; and all the Terrible Expreſſions of ir; they 
are all, (7 doacknowledg) of great uſe, of great influence in an. Holy 
Life. Bur yet jtis all throvgh the Spring, in whom they arc; and thro? 
that mighty Power: in whom they are. - And: thereforei we do but go 
down to the Philiſtines Forges, wheh we go in the Power of Moroification, + * 
and being crucified to the AﬀeRions of the Fleſh ;; when: we do not:dook 


to Chriſt, as the Principle hereof 3 He is the' SanQification- of  Be- 
hevets, +7 CEE Sh NETIT 3 ns 
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chence ; it is all-now 'corme under. Zeſrs .Chrift, and under his. mighty 
Power, ON oO 34a cd ig” War CLITAL 


Mind, and write them in their Heart. : ER, 
All the: Holy Lams: of Gdd, ithey: are: written in the Heart and Mind, 
through rhe. New. Conenant; of which, you know.,. every where, the 


Apoltle declares Chriſt to! be the. Surety, and the Mediator, and the Te- 


ſtator of- | 


$0 that, if therebeany.chingrhar:ls well ſpoken, in the whole World, 


of Morality, it 8: propetly;tranſpJanted. under the. Influence of 7Jeſees 

- Chriſt, the Son of Righteouſneſs; and the great Sandifier of bis People. 
:And ſo, if we take thoſe'Places of Scripture ; to be ſure, Holineſs and 

Sandificatton, in” the-ſtria.Senſe, is not to be.excluded.. That he might 


Sanfifie bis People with his own Blood, For their Sake, 1 ſandifie my ſelf, 
Now - 


_ iThatthey might be Santtified through the Truth. 


. 
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Now, Faith ts that ( as I ſhall ſhew you ) by which we derive from 

Feſus Chriſt, * AN Saxdtification” ini'whar ſenſe ſoevers ;, ou fe Ne 1! 
"'Y come ty the fourth thingz in which I would ſhew che excellency.of Faith; 
and that it is al in'and chrotgh Chri..' And'thar.is, thoſe feraick As, 
rhoſe xtraordinary Adts,. that \rhe .Seryams of God: have ydoue : in, the 
World, at any Time; they have been done by che Power of Faith; as 
that-Pqwer has been received by Faith, from Jeſus Chriſt, In Reb. 17. 


We have a great Record of choſe thipgs that the Servants of .God haye 
* done, in'the ſeveral Ages.of the World ; the great many things they 
Mal 


haye done; thoſe mighty As that they atchicy'd3: as you ſee ong 7 
in thar Charger £3) 10:$195%" 2 ans Jeroen. nar ds bo 
-'Fhe Apo begins with Abel; and; ſo.he:cames down to, Noah, and 
to Abraham, ane Jaac, and Zacob; and then to Joſeph, and to Moſes; 


and then, 'to the Servants of God together ; as you find, verſe 33. Gide- 


on, and Barak, and Sampſon, and Jepthah, and David, and Samuel, and 
che Prophets it* comes' down. to + . Who-through, Faith, ſubdued King- 
doms, wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, . Popped the Mouths of Lions, 
quenched the wiolence of Fire, efcaped the edge of, the Sword ; aut of weakneſs, 
were made ſirong, wazed valiant in Fight, turned to jlight. the. Armies of the Al:- 
ens. Women rec:ived their dead raifed to life ;again.; and others were tortured, 
not - accepting deliverance, that they might obtain -a better Reſurredfion. And 
ethers had Tryals of. cruel /Mackengsy and; Scourgings ;. yea, moreover of Bonds 
and Impriſoaments.” They mere fouhs they were Jows  aſander,. were tempted, 
| | rediabout in' $ eeps Skins, ,and"Gog t- Skins, 
being deſbitute,' ' affifted,. tormented. And FPels all. ſairh; che. Apoſtle, 
verſe 39. having obtained #1 good Report. .. Indeed, a good Report, are 
Werds, in our ordinary uſe of them, too low," For, the Apoſtle means,” 
they obtained a high Renown ; for, they are words of a celebrating Na- 
rure ; they are of a Holy, great Fame ; they.qbtained a great Fame, that's 
the meaning of it ; they are ſpoken- of with great Honor, in all Ages. 
And all this was by Faith. And:their Faith, it reſted upon 7eſus Chriſt. 
For, as a Captain, ( as he ſpoke to Joſhua, who is here referred, to) he 
appeared. Nay: (faith he): Captain of the:Lords Hoſt, .am 1 now ecme.; and 
now thus appear unto thee. Ic is very remarkable, that all the great 
Aﬀs, that the Seryants of God, have at any time done, they hayecone 
it by the power of Faith; and that Faith, in Chriſt, 7oſh. 5. 13. 
And it- came to paſsz: when Joſhua wgs- by Jerico, that he lifted up his Eyes. 


* and looked, and behold, there ſtood a Man over againſt him, with his Sword 


drawn in his Hand ; and Joſhua went unto, him, .and faid unto him, art thou 
for us, or for our Adverfaries ? And be ſaid, nay. but ag Captain of the Hoſt of 
the Lord, am I now come» And Joſhua fell on bzs face to the Earth, and dil 

worſhip, and ſaid unto him, what ſaith my-Lord unto has. Servant? - _ + 
Now, this we know, is not what any Aly Angel wonld accept. . And 
therefore, it is.ccrrain, it was Chriff,, |. GL Io. 
colt too fo ee ar 


. » 
; 
* 
. 


"TA t@ all that Frame of Prophelſy, that Is glYEn, 


2d- ;.- Of Faith by which we are Juſtified, 
He fell downzand worſhipped. But when the Angel, in the Rexele- 
tion was offered tobe worſhipped, you know, he ſaid, ſee thou do.:t. not, for 
" Tam but a felliw Servant. Burt ſaith Joſhua, What ſaith my. Lord unto bis 
Servant? And the Captain of the Lords Hoſt ſaid unto: Joſhua, looſe thy ſhove 
/7 thy foot, for the place whereon thou ſtandeſt is holy ground ; and Joſhua 

id fo. 45) [1 WL. bh = 
Iſpeak this only, as an evident Argumeny, that this was Chrilt. And 
it is evident, that he is the Captain of the Lords Hoſt, in 'any great 
thing chat his Servants do. - | LITE RAG, Ee $32 x! 
And therefore, when any of the Servants of God, in ghe-old Teſta- 
ment, did extraordinary things, it was by the Power of ahett Faith ; and 
their Faith, it was a Faith in Chriſt. And therefore, @ertainly, if we 
had the power of Faith, there would be great things that we ſhould 


We do but very little things ; becauſe we have ry Mage Faith, But 
if an abundance of Faith was given to us, we ſhould .be. able ro. do the 
oteat things, that the Servants of God have done heretofore,  - 

And, when ever ſuch things, as I cannot, but' upon all Occaſions, 
ſay to you, [ hope the time 15 near, that great Things ſhall-be done ; 
they ſhall be done by the Power of Faith ; and by the Captain of the 
Lords Hoſt appearing, and coming on our {ide. And, as a further 
proof, (if there needed any ; but 1 think, there-needs nothing more to 
be faid) The Captain of the Lord's Hoſt, was Chriſt.. The Apoſtle 
cakes that very Expreſſion ; pl; we have Reafon.to think ſo: For, 
Scripturedelights in its. own Language, and to refer to it, and to ſpeak | 
-hke it felf. Heb. 2. 10. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by 
hom are all things,in bringing many Sons unto Glorygto make theCaptain of their 
Salvation perfe&t through ſufferings, the Captain of the Lord's Hoſt, So that I 
ſfay,. all the great things that have been done by the Servants of God, 
have"been done by the power-of Faith, Such things had never been 
done, if it had not been for the Power of. Faith, coming in by Jeſus. 
Chriſt. Iris certain, ſuch things had neyer been done, fo as to give glo- 
ry to God, in the doing of them. | 

Indeed, I'know, you may be ready to ſay z why,the Enemies of God 
have done' great things; Have we not heard, and read of great Alexan- 
_ der? Of the great Ceſars of the World ? Of the great Princes of ithe 
- Turkiſh Army! - They have done great things. - | <0 

Ir is tra© 7 Becauſe (as God ſaith) they were his Servants. in the doing 
of them + And they were as the Axe, and as the Saw in his hand; he 
gave them greatſtrength. And ſo now, whar is done, and has been done 
| by the French Potenrare; certainly, it 15, becauſe God hath had a great 

End and 'Defign it it.” 
And, lam very ſure, itis well known, that God hath ſet him up) to 


do all that he has done, for ſpecial purpoſes of his own, and IR 
ut 


- 
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But now, here's a great, Difference : As here, do but obſerve it; As 
God ſp-aks, in the Prophet, 1ſaiah, There's great difference b-rween 
David and Nebuchadnexxar , Between Joſhua, and ſuch' a one as'Nebucad- 

: nexzar z Or ſuch a one as Alexander ; or ſucha one as Zulivs Ceſar, that 
Hittory makesſo famous. I ſay, here's the great difference. As God 
ſaichy They are.but like the ſaw in bis band. Iſa. 10. 15, Shall the Ax boaſt it © 
felf againſt him that heweth, therewith ? Or ſhall the Saw magnify it ſelf again# 


> 


bim that ſhaketh it ? 


” 


* hat is, Theſe are things without Senſe : You know, an.Ax; or a 
Saw, whatever it doth ; :it does without any Senſe of what 'it does. So. 
theſe have done. great things ; becauſe they have been in God's hand to 
do by : But they had no ſenſe at all of the things they did: They had 
no Faith : Here's the great difference; on, 

Now, I fay, if we could receive it 3 this-I look upon to be the great 
Reconc1liation between, the Apoſtle Faul, and the Apoſtle James. T his 
11thto the Hebrews, it Expounds what the Apoſtle means by a Faith of 
Works:: He does nor ſpcak of the ordinary V/orks of Holineſs; but 
he ſpeaks of extraordinary, As Abraham Sacrificing his Son ;, and Ra- 
hab leaving. the Int'ceſt- of. his Conntry. from a ſight, that God was 
pleaſed to Exaltthat People of 7frael. Theſe were the Heroick Adts 
of. Faith: And.theſe,, the Apoſtle properly fpeaks of. | 

And therefore,. to, Argue: the ordinary. Duties, PraRice, and Can- 
verſation, and Holineſs.to Juſtification ;, is not according to rhe ſevſe and * 
intention of the Apaſtles meaning ; not in aſtitying Abraham, as I ſhall * 
ſpeak particularly.to that, wherein, . and how Faith comes to Jultify, 

Bur (till Igo on further; Leſt ary one ſhould ſay, why then, are 

aa ordivaty ways of Holineſs, under the Power of Faith, and o : 
Derived by Chriſt? 
| Yes, by all means, as I have ſpoken to you before. He is our Sancdi- 
fication, But Iſpeak of it ovly now, as under this Head ; the Heroick : 
Adts of Faith. For, all the ordinary As of Faith come uuder him, 
| As now, ſuppoſe any one is called out, either as a General, in this - 
very Age; if he be truly a Believer in Chriſt; tho he docs but rhe 
things that are Accountable, according to the Law of Arms, (it I may 
ſoſpeak) according to the Law of -a General; and the great uſe and ' 
office of a General; yer ſtill, even thoſe ordinary Atons; . where they | 
are Belicyers ; are done by the Power of Faith. 
- You'll ſay, Why 2 when others do the ſame thing. 

I Anſwer, as 1did before; They are bur Axes aud Hammers; As - 
God calls Nebuchadnezzar the Hammer of all the Earth. And tis Empire 
was the Hammer: of all the Earth. They do tbings but as Hammers.- 
Thete's a great deal of difference (Þ'11 afſure you.) in this thing.; tho the. 
outward Adtion. be the ſame; yet the inward is not the-lame.” 


When i 
\ 
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When a Man, 'as a General, leads an Army jn the Cauſe and Ihteteſt , 


of God ; and when another does it by his own Prowefs ; The one does 
it by Faith ; the other by an Inſtrument, > gs = 
__ © Thereisa living Spirit in Believers; and therefore God does many 
times raiſe them-upto greater Afions than Ordinary, TH 

Bur I only ſpeak, when God calls Mcn to Deny to be the San of Pha- 
raob's Daughter, as Moſes, when-he calls Joſhua ro be ſo great'a Warri- 


ourin the World ; And David, and thoſe Worthics to do'cxtraordi- 


nary Works; It is by Faith, through the Mediator : ic is all upon his 
Account and is managed for him! and by his ſirength, by Faith.” 

The Fifth thing, in which 1 would epen to you the great excellency 
of: the Nature of Faith ; That in the obtaining of Wonderful things ; 
it is a Wonderful ching how God hath Tem. Faith to the obtaining 
of extraordinary chings, in ſeveral Agesof the World, | © 

Indeed, you may fay, 'fuch things are ceaſed ngw. ©, 

But Cas I hayCendeavourcd to ſhew you) there ſhall be a Revival 6f 
them. Butnow, when ſuch great things as we read of, at any times 1n 
the Scripture; Extraordinary Appearances of God, in a way of Deli- 
verance of his Saints. When Elyab prayed end ſhut the Heavens : When 


great Delivyerances were obtained by Prayer, in Fights; ' When there, 


has been great Anſwers of Prayer, cxtraotdinary Anſwers of Prayer,' in 
any caſe ; That God hath Appeared in the Vount ; This: hath been from 
the Power of Faith,” And therefore the Apoſtle (Heb. 11') one of the 
things that he puts into the great Record of Faith ;. it is this, That they 
obtained promiſes, verl. 33. They opt the Months of Lyons. When the Fire 
- could not burn upon thoſe threegShadrach, Meſhach,and Abednego. Whys 
this was by the Power of Faith they quenched the Violence of the Fire: 
Ho "462; received their Dead, raiſed to Lif, again: T his was by the power 
.of Faith, "S Toes + lee 
_ AlItheſe things areextraordinary things, given to the Mediator, to do: 
for his Servants, according to the ſeafon that he ſees fit. And they are 
conveyed to. Bur would very carneſtly deſirc,.to add ſomething con- 
ccrning the Kingdom of Chriſt. on 

What is the Reaſon thar the Scripture is ſo abundant of ſuch a#Forld 
to;come ? 'Whereof, (as the Apoſtle ſaith) we ſpeak; Tn ſuch anew Heaven ; 
in ſuth a new Earth ; In ſuch a Sabbattiſi that remains far the people of God;' In 
fuch a glorious Inheritance -as ſhall he? What is the Reaſon we are fo 


hard to believe ir? It is only the want of Faich. 
PII give you one Scrip:ure concerning this, Heb. 11. 39, 40, Theſe all 

having obtained a good report through Faith, receiving not the promiſe 4 God hav- 
ng frovided ſome better thing for us, that they without us _ not be made per- 
feet, This place of Sripture; if ir were but well purſied, followed, 
and Argued from, would prove*to you,: That the great Point of Faith, 
is the Kingdom of Jcfus Chriſt. Undoubredly, there ſhould have 
IM been 
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been- an Eternal Life, an-Ecernal Happineſs for Adam; If he had ſtood 
in Innocency, There had been a preparation, and a proviſion. But 
this very ſtate of things comes in by the Mediator ; by his entring into 
Reſt for us, this great Sabbattiſm comes in. | 

But now the thing that I would urge; (1 wouid help you in this) thro 
Faith they obtained a goed Report, 99 

A great Fame, (as I told you before) a great Renown. But they re- 
ceived. not the Promiſe. | 8 IJ 

How can it be ſaid, They received not the Promiſe, if ir be fo, that 
Heaven is the Promiſe 2 For,I would ask any Man, that gives Reverence 
to this word of God ; Do you Believe that Envch, Noab, Abraham, Iſaacs 
and Zacob, Moſes, Samuel, David, 8c. Do you think they are now in 
Heaven > And yet (faiththe Apoſtle expreſly) they went away out of this 
World, and left a great Fame and Honour, and record of themſelves, hehind them ; 
but did not receive the Promiſe. , Did they not receive the Promiſe immes 
diately,when their Spirits went out of their Bodies to Heaven? Cai it be 


ſaid, They Received notthe Promiſe, if Heaven were the Promiſe in- 


ſp > And yer, the [Apoſtle ſaith, They received not the Promiſe ; God 
having provided ſome better thing for us, that they without us ſhould not be made 
perfetf. Therefore I ſay, 'T hat Glorious Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt ;; 
Thar Viſible Glory of Saints, both in Body, and Spirit; That they 
did not receivet The New Heaven, and the New Earth, they did not re- 
ceive ; whichthe Apoſtle Peter ſays, We look for according 10 promiſe; they 
have ic not yer; tho they have Þeen in Heaven for fo many Ages, And 
therefore Faith is on purpoſe for this Kingdom of Jeſus Chritt, among 
the things that are to come 2 Among them, I ſay; and as a Principal 
of that World to come, whereof we ſpeak. + 

I ſhall therefore add at thistime, by way of RecolleQion (and ſocon! 
clude with Application, a recolle&ion of all chat I have ſpoken, of the 
orcat excellency of Faith. - And ] beſcech you, in the Firft place, Let this 
be a general Poſition concerning Faith ; That Faith is proper to that 
New Creation (from ht colaſt) that comes in by Jeſus Chriſt, 

It is as really a New Heaven (if I may lo repreſent it to you} a New 
Heaven ot Grace, As that New Heaven, the Apoſtle Peter, and 7abn 
ſpeak of ; ſhall be a New Heaven, in.compariſon of that we have now, 
The Heaven we have now, declares the Glory of God : It 1s one of the 
wonderful Works of God : The San, Moon and Stars ; How wonder- 
ful are they ! And yer, for all this; there ſhall be a New Heaven. God 
does not like the Heaven that is now, as ſufficient to declare his Glory. 
Fr, if there had been no fault found with the Heaven and Earth that 


| arenow, what place had there been for a New Heaven 2 As the Apo- 


{tl- Argues in the Caſe of the Covenant. : , 
| beſeech you, conſider 3 it is the Apoſtlesown Argument, 11 another. 


caſey Heb. 8, 7, For if that firſt a hai been faultl:ſs ; then ſhouid n0 
| p/ace 
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place been ſought for the Seronc And'it that. he: faith; 'A New Covenant. ; 

: He hath made the firſt Old. Now that which decayeth, and: waxcth; old, is ready 
to vaniſh away, 01 Mn 

' I would butapply, itto the New Heaven, and New Earth, - If therc had 


been no fault found: with the preſent Heaven and Earth; (tho, rhey, de-. 


clare the Glary of God), what place had there been for another Heaven 


and Earth ? For the Scond Heaven and Earth*'and why are they faid- 


to. wax Old, but that they are to vaniſh away 2: Surely, - the, Apoſtles, 
Argument is very* Sibftantial, according to the Diſcourſe: here. Bur 
che thing thar Tintend'it-for, is, juſt as the New Heaven, and the New 
Earth , that God will make; juſt' ſuch is the Faith that God hath, 
brought in; 'Thar grezt Grace of Faith ; Iris as New, as the New Heas,. 
ven and the New E: h 
ouſneſs.; a way. of Holibeſs; 'a way of: Eternally making Happy, .As 
new, as the New Heaven, and'the New Earth; : And therefore it 15 no 
wonder that Men boggle ar Faith ſo ; and that they:make ſuch. a ſtir a- 

bout it; and are ſuch Enemies to it ; That no Diſcourſe that is found in 
the Goſpel ,” will- pleaſe them, or ſerve their turn It is becauſe God 
hath Created a New thing. Ir is not of the Firſt Creation ; but a 
| New thing ; Grace of a New Erefion, :of a /New. Extraction; 
Bleffed are they. that have it! For, it is as much 'above Nature, as the 
New Heaven, and the New -Earth ſhall be: aboye the preſent Heavens. 
am the preſent Earth. 'Itisprepared and fitted 'on purpoſe, by the Me- 
:ator, Mari . > 

_ Togive it you in another-Expreffion 2 : And, I:-beſeech you, reſt upon 
it ; And that you may have it ready. to Diſcourſe, when any Aflail,the 
- Doctrine of Faith ; that you may have it fitted within your Lips, as Solo 


.. 


mon faith. -. * 9's: $5 34 [2101 | | | 

I fay again, Juſt as the Righteouſneſs of :the:Second: Adam, exceeds the. 
Righteouſneſs of the Fr}; juſt' ſo. does the way of Faith exceed the In- 
tegfity and uprightneſs of Adam, inthe Firſt Creation, wherein he was 
Created. SH | . 

You']lfay, How can you make thisappear > There is a plain Scrip- 
. ture for it: -I appeal to all the World, upon this Scripture, againſt the 
greateſt Enemies of Faith. og it is of Paith, that it might be by grace ; 
29 the end, that the promiſe-might be ſure to all the Seed, Rome 4. 16. 

As much therefore, as Grace excels the Righteouſneſs of Man-in his. 
firſt Creation ; ſo much does Faith excel all Natural Powcr, 

And, as the certainty of Grace excels that of our Doing ; So much 
_ does Faith excel rhe Firſt State in which Man-was Created. For, 1t 7s 

of Faith, that it might be by Grace. And then, that it might be ſure ; It noff 
be of Grace, 1 ſay therefore, I beſeech you, conceive right of the excel- 
lency of Faith, by what I have ſpoken to you, ' out -of this very Sctip- 
ture, Rom..4. 16. And haye it in your Mouths, as that word ot Arps 


rth. tis way: of: Salvation; a-way of :Righte- 


IMI 


and Chriſt, avd-the Spir 


OO Of Baithbywlich we are Juſtifed, — > 
by which you may Anſwer any that Reproach the Holy Doarine of 


| Grace; and Faith in the Goſpel. | | 
pa , of the Excellencics of Faith, wherein 


But I would add bur brie | 
God hath magnified Paith, aboye any other Grace. And yer, I ſhall 
ſhew you, in the next Diſcourſe {if the Lord will give me leave to do 


it) that notwithſtanding all this excellency of Faith ; It cannot in the 


leaſt be ſaid, to Juſtify by it ſelf; but only by that hold it has of Chriſt, 
and of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Bur, I fay, at the preſent; 

Firſt of all, here's the excellency of Faith ; T hat Faith hangs only 
upon God, and Chriſt, and that which is Divine, and Eternal; it will 
not venture upon any thing that is Created. And if you come once to 
true Faith ; you hang only gpon God and Chtiſt, and the Spirit of God. 
A great deal of difference, when a man hangs by this, and thar Title, 
that he thinks is well. grounded, and is in himſelf, and'in the Crea- 


cure...  - | o 
He has nothing then of Faith : For, Faith hangs wholly upon 'God, 
it, and Grace, and what 1s Divine and Eter- 


nal. : =. | 
In the Second place ; Faith, it gives all 'the Glory to God ;. It muſt 
nceds do fo, when it hangs all upon him ; gives Glory to God, and 
Chriſt, and Grace; Giyes Glory wholly ro him, as Rem, 4 You know, 
Abraham was ſtrong in Faith, and gave glory to God. And then, 
Ia the third place, Ir acknowledges all to God back again. Ir giyes 


Glory to him in the Afjon: Thar, thar I mean now 1s, ictring to che 


- Seal, that.God is true z depending upon Infinite Grace, Infinite Power, 


And then, when the thing is done, it returns all back again to God. 
To him be Glory that ſits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb ; who Loved, and 
Waſhed in his Blood; To the Holy Spirit, as ſeven Spirits before the Throne. 
It returns all to him. And then, | 

In the laſt place, It. Receives, eyen to Eternity, by way of free Com- 


munication from God, and from Chriſt. 
And therefore, tho there be ſorne. kind of Faith (Tacknowledg) that 


fails (asthe Apoſtle ſaith) and ceales, in the Happineſs and Bleflednels of 
rernity, and of the Kingdom of Chriſt; ſore kind of Faith doth, 
Bur yet chat Faith whereby the Spirits of Saints, even to Ecernityg re- | 

ceive Glory, and Blefſedneſs, and Life from God, and from Chrilt ; 


That Faith never fails. | "; 20 | 
lam yery affured, when Saints have been ten Thouland, Thou- 
ſand of Ages in Happineſs and Blefſedneſs, PThey'll own 7 fits, 
as Free, and pure gift of Grace in and through the Mediator. T hat 
they are cne with the Father, through Chriit. And the Love where- 
with the Father Loveth Chriſt, is in them, becauie Chrift is in them, 
T kis nevec Ceafes io Eternity, a dependence vpon God in Chrilt a Be- 
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233 _ Of Faith by which we are Juſtified. 

| onry Bar ewo brief Applications of what I have ſpoken, and ſo 
conclude. An be 
"The Firlt' A pplication I would make of it, is,, To bring all our Hearts 
- fo. that weitead in the Goſpel,, when Peter (aid to Chriſt, Mate. 18, 22, 
How often: ſhall my Brother net ſin againſt me,and I forgine him *Tiftt ſeven times? 
Jejus ſaith unto him, I fay unto thee, until ſeven times; but until ſeventy times 
ſeven.” Aud in another Evangeliſt, when Chriſt had ſaid thus to Peter ; 
" He cries out in the great Senſe of this thing; It ſeemed fo great a kind 
of Difhcuity. and Impoſfibility to him, the forgiving ſo often; Saith 


*” S 


creaſe our Faith, 5-7/2! 5 I98 | 
- Now, this is that I:defire ve one of us, to make uſe of what'T have 
ſpoken to you ; to cry out unto Chriſt, Lord, encreaſe our Faith, And'ano- 
ther, Matt. 9, 24, When the Father had brought his Children tg Chriſt; 
and Chriſt rold him,All things are poſſible to him that Belzeves, ftraight- 
way the Father of che Child cryed out, and ſaid, with Tears, Lord, 7be- 
ligve, help mine undelief. TR S 

So I ſay, O that we could cry out with Tears ! If Faith be ſuch a thing 
Cas certainly it is-; or this Book of God 1s not true) I ſay, certainly, Faith 
is ſuch a thing, as I have deſcribed, O that we could cry out with: tears, 
in every Caſc I have named to your! O Lord, 1 Believe ; Help thou my un- 
belief. That we could cry out with, Tears! O! Want of Faith is the grear 
want among us all. We bave not ſo much Faith, as a Grain of Muſtard- 
Feed, certainly. O, How therefore are there not great things done a- 
mong us ; becavſe we believe not. ! No great things done in our Souls ; 
no great things done for us, in.a way of Providence, There are'no 
great and miglty Conqueſts over Luſts and Corruptions; No great and 
mighty Powers of Holineſs, and Heavycnline(s; becaufe we want Faith. 

Indeed, Men goto work without Faith;and they think they can ma- 
rage the thing; bur as I hopeto have opportunity to ſhew you; No one ir 
the World, can make ſo much as a grau of Muſtard ſeed ; fo not fo much 
Faith as would amount to a grain of Muſtard feed. : 

O! therefore, Let us cry out to Heaven for more Faith. We fhon'd 
obtain Promiſes; weſhould have great things done, it we had but more 
Faith. . And then, 


The Second thing (with which I conclude) to beſeech you. to look to 


that Kingdom and Glory of Chriſt, wherein ſo much mighty Power, 


both of Fajth and Action ſhall be given, Pſal, 46. 1. God is our Refuge and 


Strength, a very prone help in trouble, therefore wilt we not fear, tho the Earth 
Ne ſhould nor be fo intimidated; ſo ful} of fear, it we had 


be removed, 8c. | 
_ Fr Tho wy I aters, 8c, even when Mountains were thrown in the 
midſt of the Sea, andthe Waves Roaring ; yet there ſhall be a ſtill, ſilent flream 

that ſhall make clad the City of our God? Is 


The End of the Second Sermon. " FR8S. 
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We are Juſtified, xc. 


The: Third and ] Fourth Sermons: : 


— 


Rom: 5. F. 
Therefore being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace 
with God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Have. in the former Diſcourſes ſet out the Nature and Excellency of 
Faith, as it hath ſocloſe an Union with,and derivation from Chriſt 
in the whole Nature and Aftion of it. | 

Now 1 ſhall go on in ſhewing you how much All is in Chriſt, and 
not in Faith it ſelf, by ſhewing you; Thatif you conſider Faithas in 
ic ſelf, ir cannot bethat which Juſtifies ; if you conſider it, in, and by ic 
ſelf. And then, | 

In the Second Place, I ſhall more plainly lay down to you, how, and: 

upon what account, Faith is ſaid to Juſtife, And then, 

In the third Place. I ſhall ſhew you, that if Fazth it ſelf, conſidered in it 

ſelf,cannot FuStify , Then the works of 'Faith, tho they be neyer ſo excel- 
lent, they cannot Juſtify, much leſfrhen faich ir ſelf. And ſo conclude this 


point with the 4pplication. And then, there will remain one point more 


concerning Faith, And that's the Pleroptory and full Aſſurance, They have 


known ſurely that T came out ſrem thee, and they have believed that thou did(t 


ſend me, Burt that will be the laſt point, ; 
| The: 


30 Of Faith by which we are Juſlified. 

_ The Firſt thing therefore that I ſhall endeavour (not in a Controverſal, 
but) in a Pradical, Applicatory way, and -in all the Sweetneſs of it, to all 
our hearts, in the-power, and life, and vertue of it, 

The Firſt thingthat I lay down\yis this ; that Far 
It cannot Juſtify. The account that 1 give you of it is this ; That Scrip- 
ture doth every where, when it ſpeaks preciſely and clearly to the point ; 
It doth aflure us, it is the Righteouſneſs of Ged ; And not the Faith that 
takesthe Rightoeuſnels of God. 

I deſire ro bervery far from ſtirring. up any, Controverſy ; But ta dtaw 
out our hearts(1 ſay) into the Sweetneſs of it, 


Head1. 1 begin now theretore to handle this great Point; and that is, 


Seeing we meet every where in Scripture,with theſe Expreſſions, Zuſtified 
by Faith ; The Righteouſneſs of Faith; The great Queſtion char I ſhall 


handle firſt, ſhall be: to ſhew you, how, and-in what ſenſe Faich juſti- 


fiesz and in whatſenſe it cannot be ſaid to juſtifiee For, indeed, this is a 
point very necefſary tobe cleared ; ſeeing many are ready to fay, That 
Faith is now inſtead of Righteouſneſs; and that it juſtifies, as the perfe& 
Righteouſneſs of the Law thould have done; And thart this is the Con- 
dition upon which Chriſt is ours; and upon which his Righteouſneſs be- 
comes ours : and thus Faith Juſtifies, And thus Faith comes to be 
(through ſuch very Diſcourſes of Faith) an Eclipſe upon the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, And fo the Works of Faith come to be ſo alſo; for, 
ſay-rchey, Every true, Faith muſt have VYorks. And the Apoſtle ſaith, 4 
Man zs juſtified by VYorks, and not by Faith only, | | 
Now thele things, they raiſe not only great Diſputcs ; concerning 
which it were indezd; much and earneſtly to be deſired, that they may 
be laid among the Servants of God ; that they may be calmed and com- 
'PÞoſed ; becaule ir is greatly to the diſhonour of the Goſpel, that thete 
thould be thofe noiſes of Axes and Hammers in the Work of the Goſpel ; 
And becauſe Men ate ready to be ſcandalized ; An1 it is told, in Gath, and 
publiſhed in the ſtreets of Askalon, as the Expreſſion is. And therefore 7 fay, 


we ſhould earneſtly deſire ro ſpeak all the ſame thing, and to be in one. 


Mind, and in one Judgment, according to the Truth of the Goſpel. 
_ And then, beitdes, they are ready to ſtagger Souis, and ro make them 
they know not which wav to turn; and they muſt diſpute the things 
with' themſelves; and fo they are kept oft from the healing that wourd 
of Conſcience, and from rhe getting that, ful Afurance of Faith, and of 


"Hopes and of Knowledge. So that while the wound of Conſcience, -and- 


the bleeding of Conſcience ſhoud be ſtanched; and while the cloſe Ap- 
plication of the Blood of Chriſt ſhould work the Cure; the Souls and 
Spirits of Men are greatly in Difpute and Perplexity, which way, and 


in what Method ; what they ſhould Jay firſt (as it were _) to the bleed- - 


4ng Conſcience, and to the diftrefied Spirit. wh, 
ng 3 ; 
Now, I have lately given you this Rule; and 7 would renew it, and 


refreſh 48 to you Thar you labour after, and ſeek after thele things, 


th conſidered as a work, 
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. Of Paith by which we are Juſtified.: TY 
from God 3: and that you would not. perplex your ſelves about the term 


of Diſpute, in which theſe things are conveyed, 
O! Let but our Souls firdd that we have Chriſt indeed for ours, and 


' that we apply to his Blood by Faith; and that we turn from eyery nie 
 guity by Repentance ;-and it_is no matter for all the Diſputes about the 


Order, and whether a Man ſhould ſtay for this, or for thar: But ler 
him give up his Soul, according to the Impreſſion of Grace, and the Spi- 
rit of God upon him. 

But yer however, when we diſcourſe of theſe things plainly and 
peaceably, and according tothe cleareſt Light and Reaſon of the Goſpel; 
they areto be attended tro: And our Minds thereby, ſhall have deas and 


' Repreſentations of them that may be ſuitable to the inward Caſe of our 


SOUlse---* | 
And therefore, at this time, I ſhall lay down four Poſicicns, in which, 
I ſhall open to you the nature of Faith in Relation to Juſtification 3 Or, _ 

T hetrue nature of 7Jufification, as. it is taken in by Fatth. D 

The Firſt Poſatibn that I ſhall lay down, is this ; I ſay, No Rrghteouſnef, 
but a Divine Righteouſneſs, an Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, can be the Rigbteouſ- 
neſs of a Loſt and undone Sinner : Of an ſmmortal Eternal Soul, loſt and 
undone by ſin: No Righteouſneſs, but a Divine Righteouſneſs ; an Eternal 
and Exerla$ting Righteouſneſs. | 

O:! Keepthisalways in your mind; It muſt be ſuch a Righteouſneſs ; 
Or it will not ſerve the great Purpoſe of your Souls: ; 

The Second thing that I would lay down, is this ; that there is no poſſi- 
bility, that Faith, by any virtue, or Excellency of its own, ſhoald bz'our 
Rrghteouſneſs. 4 | 

And therefore, tho there be a great Renown of Faith, ih the Gefpel, com- 
pared with the Graces of the Sp * © God, and the working ot that Spi- 
71t in the Hearts and Lives of C.. .jzzans; yer (till, it is not with Relation 


\ fo God, ſo as to be our Righteouſneſs, Bur onely (as I ſhall ſhew you) it 


takes in the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt and wherein the Excellency of it 
Iyes, to that purpoſe, | 
In the Third place; the Third Poſition that I wauld lay down, 1s this ; 
That tho it is true, that the Faith the Goſpel ſpeaks of, is a vigorous, 
working, ative Fatth; yet, the works of Faith are further off from thc 


 Juſtifying of a Sinner, than Faith it lelf 15. 


So, that take the moſt excelent works of any of the B:lieyers in Teſus 


_ Chrif# ; It is not their works: Ifay it is not their works that are their- 
- Righteouſneſs to: Juſtification ;, they are further off from Juſtification, than 
their Fazth is 3 And yet this Faith cannot be their Juſtification. 


The Fourth Poſition that I would lay down, is this ; thar Faith has not a 


.. Power of it (e1f, to take Chriſt : But Feſus Chriſt gives himſelf ro the Soul 7 


And then the.mighty Power of Faith flows out from him, and Tyines abour 
Thefe 
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32 © Of Faith by which we are Juſtified. 
Theſe Four Poſitions, 1 do not find, upon the moſt ſevere Examination, 
that they do in the leaſt Abridge, or rake off any thing from the Holineſs 


of the Goſpel, and from the duties in which all Chriſtians are to be found. 


And yer, they give us indeed, the truth of the freeneſygof the Grace of 
the Goſpel; and will Redeem us from all miſtakes and miſapprehenfions, or 
from leſſening the Glory of Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs. : 

I Begin at this time wich the Firſt of them 2 And that is, that no 
Righteouſneſs, but an Everlaſting; a Divine Righteouſneſs can poſſibly ſerve 
the caſe of our Souls. So : = 
You find therefore in Dar. 9. 24. When Jeſus Chriſt came into his great 
Attion, as a Mediator ; He is ſaid to finiſh tranſgreſſin, and to make an exd of ſin, 
and to make Reconciliation for Tniquity, and to bring in Everlaſting Righteouf- 
neſs; He brings in Everlaſting Rrghteouſneſs, 


PF 


David has an Expreſſion; which 1 confels, one would be ready (If one 


does not weigh, and compare it with the whole Scripture) to think, it 


was the Righteouſneſs of Holy works onely, he, or rather the Holy Spirit 
Intended by him in it. Bur if we conſider it cloſe, and with the whole 
Scripture; there is Reaſon to look upon it,. as having Relation to the 
great ſalvation, by the Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt. Pjal. 119, 144 The 
- Reghteouſneſs of thy Teſtimonies is Everlaſting, &c. 

| Ifay, it does ſeem to refer to thoſe Righteous and Holy Precepts of God, 
Bur. he calls it, the Righteouſneſs of thy Teſtimomes; T hat is, the Great 
Teſtimony of Revelation that God hath given anew, by the word. Not 


that Rrghteouſneſs that was written upon the heart of man ; Bur the Righ- - 


teouſneſs of the Tefimony of the Revelation of God, And therefore, give 
me underſtanding herein, and I ſhall live. According as he ſaid, there is 
a Covenant made with me ordered in all things,aud ſure. And, it isan Ever- 
laſting Covenant. And therefore the Righteouſneſs of his Teſtzmontes is to 
be expounded by thoſe very words, Sam. 2. 23. 5. Although my houſe, 8zc. 
And though his houſe was not ſo with God : Thar is, though he 
could not come up any wav, either before Converſion, or after Converſion, 
to the Holinsſs that every perſon is tyed by to the Law : Yet there is an 
Everlaſting Covenant ordered in all things, and ſure, WPhich is all our ſalvation 
.end all cur hope. 
For the opening therefore of this Poſtcion, to you more fally ; The 
Firſt thing that I deſire may be well Apprehended by us, 1s this ; | 


That there is no Communication of Righteouſneſs, but the Righteouſneſs of - 


God himſelf: I ſay, of God himſelf, through the humane nature of 
Chriſt; The Righteouſneſs of him, who is Eternal God, through the Hu- 
mane Nature; No other Righteouſneſs is that Righteouſneſs, that the Goſpel 

Expreſſes to us for Juſtification, ER 
And therefore, you know, it is ſeveral times in Scripture, called the 
Rightecuſneſs of God. Indeed the Scriptures are not to be numbred Eafi- 
ly. Thoſe inthe New TeSament call it the Righteouſneſsof God, ] know, 
| it 
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It may be Interpreted to be called the Righteouſneſs of God ; becaufe 


Church is founded upon. 


of Faith by which we are Juſtified. 3 


it isa Righteouſneſs of God's providing, and that he approves. Bur 
there Is one place of Scripture that will clear this to us, that there 1s more 
intended than that, Phil. 3- 8, 9. Saith the Apoſtle, yea doubtleſs [ count atl 
but Droſs that T may be found in Chriſt, not having my own Righteouſneſs, but 
that which is of God, the Righteouſneſs of God by Faith of Zeſus Chrift, Oblerve 
the pag nor of the Law is truly the Righteouſnets of God, to far 
as it isCommanded, and fo far as any one can have it ; that 1s, the 
Righteouſneſs that God. hath Commanded, and that God hath pro- 
poſed. Burt thatwhich is by the Faith of Chriſt, is the Righteouſneſs 
which is of God, which flows from God, and is received by Faith ; the 
Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith, | 

he great Fountain of it is God himſelf in Jeſus. And therefore 
there is nothing ſo great in Scripture, as the Apprehending of Chritt 
the Son of God, by Faith. You ſhall find ofteatimes, he is fo called, 
The $0n of God. And John 17. 7, 8. They have knowrthat 1 came out from 
thee, and that thou didft ſend me. Hers is this very thing, our Lord intends, 
ro ſhew himſelf that Divine Perſon, that is, The Son of God, John g. 
Conſider that place; that you may know how to dire& and place your 
Faich, You muſt not reſt in -the Humanity of Chriſt, in the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus ; Bur your Reſt muſt be in the Divinty of Chriſt ; the God- 
head of Chriſt. There's the great Rock (as Chriſt told Peter) that the 
As the living Father hath ſent me, and [line by the 


Father, ſaith Chriſt; therefore, I beſeech you, that we may all go to 


| the very height of this: Thatis, to look to Jeſus Chriit, as the Son of 


God, Fohng. 33. They caſt out the blind Man, that Jeſus had healed; - 
They caſt him out of the Synagogue: When Chriſt found him, he faid 
unto him, Deſt thou believe on the Son of God? Pray obſerve, Do'ſt thou be- 
lieve 6n the Son of Go4 > He did not ſay, Do'ſt thou believe on me, thar 
thou ſeeſt before thee, in the Figure and appearance of a Man, and to 
be truly.a Man? Bur do'ſt thou belzeve on the Son of God 2 

Indeed, there may be places of Scripture, where Chriſt ſpeaks of 
Believing in himſelf, without this high Stile : But when there is one 
great place of Scripture, or ſevcral great places( I may rather ſay) that 
lead higherz lr is certainly our Duty to go up tothe higheſt,and to care 
ry all thicher. Now (faith Chriſt ) do'ſt thou believe on the Son of God? He 
Anſwered, and faid, //ho 7s he, Lord, that 1 might believe in bim> And 
Feſits ſaid unto him, thou baſt both ſeen him, and 1t is he that talketh with thee, 
And he aid, Lord, 1 believe, and be worſhipped him. Here is the excellent 
Order of Faith, we muſt go up tothe height; To the Son of God 

And then conſider the Communicartian ; through che Human Nature; 
1 am he, faith he, Thow haſt ſeen him ; and it ts he that talketh with thee, 

P11 give you one very Evident place of Scripture-more ta tis pur: 

/ 


poſe ; that your Faith and your Hope might bein the Son of God. F 
| | | | | 4Q ; CCU! 
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4 Of Faith by which we are Juftified. 
Id we but apprehend the Righteouſneſs of the Son of God to be our 


COU 


it is a high a& of Faith, to lay hold thus upon the Son of God, Gal. 2, 


20. I am crucified with Chriſt, 8c. _ 
Tefus Chriſt was Crucified through weakneſs, as the Apoſtle ſaith in ano- 


ther place. He was Crucified through weakneſs : T hat is, as a man : But 


he lives by the Power of God : That 1s, by the Divinity. Now (faith the 
Apoſtle) 1 am Crucified with Chriſt : 1 receive by Communication from 


Rightcouſneſs; what a Rock of Support and Defence would it be to our 
Souls? How would it ſatisfy our Scruples, and all our Fears > Indeed, 


Jeſus Chriſt, as Man, a Crucifixion of my own Righteouſneſs; So the = 


Life which T live in the Fleſh, 1 live by the Faith of the Son of God, 8c. who 
hath conveyed his Salvation, through his Human Nature, The great 
height of Faith, is to reach Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God. Soijin 
I 70bn 1.1. You may ſee how the Divine Excellency of Cariſt ſtreams 
through his Human Nature, untocternal Life. That which was from the 


begining. He does not ſay, He that was from the begining; But that 


which was from the begining, to dire& our Hearts more Emphatically to 
the Eternal Word, which we have heard, &c.: Speaking of Jcſus Chriſt, 
eſpecially and principally of his-Divine Nature 8 And yet Communi- 


cated through Human Nature. So that we have ſeen with our. Eyes, and. 


looked upon ; and our hands bave handled the word of Life, 


T his therefore is the firſt thing, that we may underſtand the Nature. 


of Juſtification ; Ir is the Righteouſneſs of the Son of God, conveyed 
through the Human Nature. 

In the Second place, whichI have mentioned in general Phraſes, al- 
ready; and I would now imprint upon all our Hearts, through the 
Grace of God. That 1s, it is not the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt divided 


from himſelf; but the perſon of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs lowing. 


out, that alone Juſtifteth, I ſay, it is not a Righteouſneſs of Chriſt di- 
vided from Chriſt ; but the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in himſelf, as that 
perſon from whom it always flows. So, that our Faith, it muſt be up- 


on the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. For, indeed, this 1s a great miſtake in. 
our underſtanding, and in the working of our Hearts to Chriſt, tho 7 


would not entangle any Perſon, in the nicities of Diicourſe ; But, by 
touching, and apprehending, and applying the Benefits of Chriſt, the 
Believer does really take Chriſt himſelf. 


Yer, that we may clearlicr underſtand this thivg; 7ſay, it is not a- 


Righteouſneſs cut off from Chriſt , and impured to us: As if Chriſt 
ſhould ſay, Here Tlay you down fo much Righteouſneſs 3 a Righteouſ- 
neſs, that /am ſure, will Anſwer, in every regard, for you : And take 
that Righteouſneſs. | 

- As ifa Man ſhould lay downa great Treaſure of Gold, to a poor man. 
or to a man in neceflity ; a Man in Diſtre(s; and ſhould ſay, 7 lay you 
down this Gold; this ſhall Apſwer cyery thing, that preſſes upon you ; 


and . 
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and ſs hegoes away, and leaves the Gold ; and the perſon Appreh k 
and applies the Gold to his uſe : But he has but afar ole 6; 


the perſon. | 
Now, 7 fay, this is not fully our Caſe. Tho 7 would not be Per- 


plexing to any Soul ; and eſpecially, a Diſtrefſed and Tender Conſci- 


ence; as if he muſt find out theſe Nicities of Notion in his own Un- 
- derſtanding, or he cannot be Chriſts: But (1 ſay) as the perſon that 


ſhould receiye this Gold ; he may be united in his AﬀeRion, and Lo 
and in his Truſt, and Dependence; to ſuch a perſon, tho his tone? 
him are but dark ; but herethe true Righteouſneſs 1s always going our 
from Chriſt, as the Light is from the Sun. And, as the Son of Righ- 
rcouſneſs, he gives out this Righteouſneſs, ſo from himſelf, that it ne- 
yer patts from himſelf, : 
{ is not a thing by itſelf; rhat-Chriſt is one thing, and his Righteouſ- 
nels is another 3 Bur, by taking the Perſon ef Chritt, and by our being 
United to him ; we come thereby, to have the ſtream of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, and the Beams of it continually Flowing out, and ſhining upon 
us. And therefore rhis is the thing that we are to look to; O! that our 
Hearts might be made Wiſe in it ; and migat be enabled to it, to take 
the Son of God himſelf. As, indeed, it has been the Doftrine of the 
Antient Servants of Chriſt, who were called, in their time, the Puritan + 
Preachers « T his Do&rine hath been delivered long ago, very cxcellent- 
ly, by Dr, Preſton, particularly, a Man of great Name, in the ſervice 
of the Goſpel ; this isthe thing we muſt look to; To have the perſon 
of Chriſt for ours; we muſt be United to him, as the great Redeemer ; 
And ſo his Righteouſneſs lows out, T hat it isa Compariſon we all un- 
derſtand he makes great uſeof, As a poor Woman, ſuppoſe, cloathed 
mean ; and adiſtrefled perſon: And agreat perſon is pleaſed to take her, 
and Eſpouſe her to him. 7 ismot all the Ricnes, and Eſtate that ſuch a 
perſon hath, that ſhould pleaſe ſuch an eſpouſed Perſon ; Bur it muſt be 
the very perſon that is pleaſed to eſpouſe her ; that muſt be the Endear- 


ment of her Soulto Unite to him. , 
And ſo Jeſus Chriſt muſt be the endeared one of our Soulss My belov- 


ed is mine, and T am hs. | 

And ſo, in that of Malachi, that Twasnaming to you ; it does very ad- 
mirably makeoutthe thing, Chap, 4. 2+ But unto you that fear my Name, the 
S914 of Righteouſneſs ſhall riſe with healing in his Wings. You know, the 
Sin, it does not part with its Beams, and with its Rays, tho it giycs us 
their Light; bur ir keeps them entirely within it ſelf: So that, you can- 
notclip offa Beam, by ail the Arr in the World,from the Sun, and ſay, 
Here 7 have clipt off a Beam from the Sun, and PI keep it ; it ſhall 
ſerye me for light, by Night and Day ; You know, chis is 1mpofbible 2 
he muſt have che very preſence of the Sun, or he cannot haye the Beams 


and che Raysof the Sun, : 
52 So 


— 
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' $5 we cannot have the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, butby having the ve- 
ry perſon'of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for ours, And, faith he, the bealing - 
75 in bis. wings ; it is always in his Wings. Indced, the vertue and effi- . 


cacy of it paſſes from the Wing, unto the Souls of the People. Bur, 


if you could. part betwixt the Sun and the healing, or the Wings and. 


the Healings ; the healing Power would preſently be gone, and loſt. 
| Therefore 1 ſay, it is our great buſineſs to keep cloſe.ro Chriſt; As I ſhall 
urge further ſill, in the proſecution of this Point. But you ſee how 


the Scriptute runs eyery where upon this. bo loved me, and gave himſelf 


for me. And, found in Chriſt, And 1 Cor. 1. 30. Who of God z7 made Wif- 
dom, &C. 


You have not Wiſdom by it felf; and Righteouſnrſs by it ſelf; and 


SanRification and Glory by it ſelf ; Bur you have them all, by having 
Chriſt : Of him are ye in Chriſt Zeſus, T here 1s nothing ſo clear as this 


thing, that lam now upon, in Scripture: I ſay, nothing ſo clear; and- 
ſoin r John 5. He that bath the Son, bath Life, &c. Here is the Caſe : it 


is not Righteouſneſs by it ſelf : But he that bath the Son hath Life. 


Now, I would but deſire, asI hope here are many at this time, that - 


can underſtand in good meaſure: I know, the thing is beyond all our 


Underſtanding, as to the perfeion of it: But in good meafure, I hope. 


we may underſtand. And I would defire you but to conſider, thar if 
this point were but truly taken in; how preſently it would-make an 
end of all that Controverſy concerning Juſtification, For, if we are 
but fully poſſeſt, that this Righteouſneſs lows.only from Chriſt; Chriſt 
in his Perſon, what room for Diſpute, what our Righteouſneſs to Ju- 
ſtification is. 
F11 give you but one Scripture, and-fo paſs off from this Head, Eph. 
5. 25. Wherein the Spirit of God makes uſe of this SimilitudeI named 
10 You, out of Dr, Preſt6n: T bat is, of an Union; a Marriage Union. 
Husbands love your Wives : From 25th wer, tothe 32. For we are members ef 
bis Body ; of his Fleſh, and of his Bones. If it were not fo, his Righteouſ- 
neſs. could be no more our Righteouſneſs, than (as the Papiſts ſpeak ) 
the whiteneſs and Bcauty of another perſon, could be our Beauty, or 
WV hiceneſs, or our pure Complexion. And fo it would be, if we wers 
nct Members of his Body, ot his Fleſh, and of his Bones And for this 
. cauſe, ſhall a man' leave hzs father and mather, and ſhall be joyned to his wife, 
This is a Great myſtery, ſaith the Apoſtle : Bur yet l ſpeak concerning Chriſt, 
and his Church. That is, there is a true Marriage Union : All other 
Marriage Union is but a Foil, ro ſer off the Greatnels of that Marriage 
Union betwixt Zeſus Chriſt, and his Church. That-is, All the Souls of Be= 
bevers, in Union and Communion, and Communication. And therefore, * 
Tn the Third Place; Fo bring this thing to a Head. The truth js. 
Reghteouſneſs to Zuflification is in Chriſt only : And that's the ſum of all that 
, can be ſaid, For, if we be united to Chriſt ; It is no Improper thing, that 
weſhould haye his Righteouſneſs for ours, Is "You 
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You know, that marriage, it conveysa Right to the wife, of all that 
the husband hath : So Chriſt hatha ſupremacy of Righteouſneſs, of San- 
efification and Redemption; but ſtill, he gives a Union. And the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt may well be our Righteouſneſs ; If we are members of his Body, 
of his fleſh, and of his bones. . As you know, the Head, and all parts, 
they ſhare one with another; in either the Honour, the Glory ; the 
Acquittal, or in the Condemnation of any one particular. Therefore the 
Fourth Particular 1s this ; | 

That indeed, tit any one could frame a Notion of the Righteouſneſs of 
Chri& to be his Righteouſneſs ; Or, of the Blood and Dearh of Chrift to 
be his, for Juſtification, and Pardon, and clearing from fin; If that 
Righteouſneſs ſeparated from Chriſt ; It would be noother co us, and 
in us, but as a Creature-Righteouſneſs, and as a ſelf-Righteouſneſs : And for us 
to truſt in it, and to ſtay our ſelyes upon it; would be a truſting to our 
own Rzghteouſneſs, 

Therefore, as it is 1n him, a Spring, and a Fountain ; There is the Life, 
and there 1s the Glory of it. 

FIl give you but one Scripture, Rom. 5. 17. Mark, Here's a Receiving 
abundance of Graces and of the gift of Righteouſneſs. Nothing can be more 
expreſs than this; A man takes in by Faith abundance of Grace, and of the 
gift of Righteouſneſs. 

But now, the Queſtion is,does he live by this recezving abundance of Grace 
and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs ? 

No : For, the Apoſtle goes on ; He ſhall reign in Life by ene Jeſus Chriſt - 


He ſhall not reign by abundance of Grace, and of the gift of Righteouſe 
_ neſs, which he receives ſimply, and ſeparately, and diftin& from Jeſus 


Chriſt, But he ſhall. reign in lite by one Zeſus Chriſt, 

Surely, this Scripture does cut off all diſputes, and all Controverſies g 
and ſhews, that Juſtificatioh is onely by union to Chriit, and by nothing 
elſe, whatſover is the abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of Righte- 
ouſneſs; And healed by the Wings of Chriſt, and flowing out, and 
Righteouſneſs ſtreaming out continually, from the Sun of it; that-is_ 
Chriſt. ; 

Oh then that we were but clear in this great truth of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, Jehovah being our Righteouſneſs. For, if ſuch a poor weak 
thing, as Faith, becauſe it is conformable (as is ſuppoſed) to the Evange- 
lical Law, were our Righteouſneſs, we ſhould have Reaſon-to fear, and 
much more, becauſe indeed, no one comes up ſo much as to the Evange- 
tical Law, as they would phraſe it: Our Faith is ſo weak and low, thar if - 
we were to be Juſtified by it, we ſhould be utterly undone, even by that 
which we call the Goſpel-Law, but when it does, but onely attend the 
Communication and giving of the Righteouſneſs of the Eternal Zehyuab 
rous; when ir does onely that; O we that are in this Righteouſneſs, 


| and are made the Righteouſneſs gf Jehovah ; It is impoſhble we ſhould 
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be condemned t We muſt needs condemn every tongue, that riſes in Fudg- 
ment againſt us, becauſe we haye the Righteouſneſs of Jehovah, Tcon- 
teſs the thing is ſo great ; that many eve:1 would be ready to look upon 
it, as ſtrange» and next to Blaſphemy. Bur it is the very words of Scrip- 
ture, and eyen the thing it ſelf it always prefles; Not that we arc 
Righteous, as God is Righteous, (As ſome would Infer from ſuch Ex+ 
prefſions) or Righteous as Chriſt is Righteous : That is, according to 
the Divine Original Rightevuſneſs of Zeſus Chriſt ; or according to any 
perfeCtions that are proper to him : But that we are utterly nncondem- 
nable, and ſet out of the reach of Condemnation hereby zand arrayed,as in 
our degree, withthis rich Robe ; Becauſe ir is the Righteouſneſs of God 
wearefound in ; and that we are made by Union to Chriſt, the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God. And yet all the diſtin&tion that ought to be preſerved 
ro the greatneſs of the Righteouſneſs of God, and Chriſt, is {till 
preſerved. 

And that's the firſt thing, in which I would open this point. 

The ſecond thing is to ſhew you, that Faith in it ſelf,it cannot be looks 
ed upon as our Righteouſneſs; Becauſe there is a great deal of differ= 
ences in all our Reaſon and Apprehenſion, between the taking of a 
Gift, and the Gift. Becauſe I take a great Gift; ſhall therefore my 
taking be counted of Equal valne with the Gift 2 You know this1s 
contrary to all our Reaſon, to all our Apprehenſion in the caſe, Aman 
may have a Pearl of Incomparable yalue given to him, ſuppoſe in a ſtate 
of neceſſity and want 2 Shall his taking of the Gift, or of the Pear! be 
look'd upon, as of equal value, with the Pearl it ſelf? Why now, if we 
were Jultified by Faith, as- itis a work, or an aft of ours, or any thing, 
Ictit be called by-what name itwill; as it is in us; would it therefore 
Juſtify us, as It is in us? Becauſe of its taking of an incomparable, invaluable 
gift ; mult it be equal with the gift it ſelf 

x herefore, though Scripture peaks ſo much of Faith ag'it does z and of 
being Juſtified by Faith; yer, ler Faith lye low before Chrift. For, 
Ic is not our taking, If it were the moſt perte aR, it could be ſuppoſed ; 
But it 1s not ſo -' But we have: Reaſon to cry out, Lord, 1 believe , help 
thow mine unbelicf. | 

Bur if it were ſo; Ir were nothing at all in the caſe. As you knew, 
the moſt perfect, and grateful, and delightful Receiving of a gift, can no 

' way anſwer or ſtand in account with. the gift ir ſelf, 

Now therefore, this I defire ſhould be Imprinted upon our ſpirits ; 


both totake down all imagination of our ſelves; and alfo to give Cons 
ſolation, in many of the Anguiſhes, and Agonics of Conſcience, that come - 


upon Bclicyers trough the weakneſs of their Faith, Rom, 5, 17. They 
which receive (faiththe Apoſtle ) abundance of Grace. Now. can any of us 
ſuppole , that the Receiving abundance of Grace ſhould be any way 
cqual to the abundance of Grace it ſelf ? 8 

Ang 
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And fo, in the firſt Chapter of John»; faith the Evangeliſt there; 
H: came unto his own, and his own received him not. But to as many as receiv- 
ed him, ver, 12, Now I would delire to ask you, whether you think, 
that the. receiving of: him, (that is, of Chriſt) wherher ic be any 
way matchable, or can countervail the Excellency of Chriſt himſelf 2? 
Or whether it can come near, in any of the yertues, or the Powers of 
Jeſus Chriſt,to Adoption, or Juſtification ? therefore ir is molt evidently 
cleared, (that ir is not the worth of Faith, or the Excellency of Faith, 
or the Aftivity, or Applicatorineſs of Faith : Bur it is wholly in thar 
Great, and Excellent, and Infinite Perſon, whom we receiveby Faith; 


there's the whole of the thing. : 
And therefore, If you ask, where is our Riches, where's our Righte- 


teouſneſs, where's our Strength ? x 

Ic iseyident, it is not in our receiving; But in kim whom we receive. 
It is not in our receiving ; but inthe abundance of Grace, and of the 
Gitt of Righteouſneſs, that we receive, together with the receiving of 
Chriſt himſelf ; and nootherwiſe. Not by receiving of ir, and going 
away with it from Chriſt, and ſaying, we have it now : Bur by keep- 
ing cloſe to him, as our San, and as our Fountain ; the Sun of Righteou(- 


' nels, and Fountain of Righteouſneſs ; keeping cloſe to him : And fo thar 


Righteouſneſs of his, overflews, and runs our, upon us ; and then, as I 
ſaid, our Conſolation depends upon it. For, O ! How do we find our 
hand to ſhake? | 

A Paralytick hand, a Palſy hand it is that the beſt of us have. And 
if we depend upon that, the hold thar.we take; certainly, this Rich 
Righteouſneſs; this Incomparable Rich Pearl will fall our of our hand, 
Do but conſider how-our hand ſhakes in all our layings hold on Chrilt. 
Bat indeed it is the Jewel ir (elf that will be ours ; that 1s pleaſed ro be- 
ours. That is, Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed to be ours, and thongh our hand 
ſhakes in the taking of him; yet it cannot ſhake, or Palſy (as 1 may 
ſo expreſs) the Joye oi Chriſt, in giving himſelf : He is conſtant and 
Invariable in that. Where he loves a Sou], he loves him to the End: 
As it is ſaid peculiarly of Chriſt, in that of 7obn; waen he was about to 
dye ; bcing abour to depart out of the worid, having loved his own, which. 
zwere inthe world, he loved them ta the end, Chap. 13. 1. | 

Now if you conſider how they behave themſelves, Pray do but Re- 
member; Iſay, how theſe Ozn behaved themfctives,at rhat time, when 
he was going out of the world : T hey left him ; they fled trom him, 
they forſook him: And Peter that pretended higheſt, denyed him moſt - 
ſhamefully. be Ob 

Now, 1 fay, if it had depended upon their Faith; they had certainly 
loſt Chriſt, But having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end : So, though our Faith 15never ſo weak, never. 


ſo imperfe& ; yet he that hath ſaid, 1 have given my {clt for moon _ 
+ oyed-. 
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loved them ; He holds chem faſt ro his own Gift, and within his own 
Gift: though they would ten thouſand times, (as I may ſo expres it) 
let him go, if it depended upon their Faith» F 

Now in all theſe things, I humbly delire to call God to witneſs, that 
I do not ſpeak for expreflion-fake, or to ſet out a thing with all the ad- 
vantage | can; Burt really. as Scripture gives evidence, and as I hope, I 


am perſwaded of the truth of the thing in my own heart, by the affi- 


| Nance of the Divine ſpirit. Neither to manage a Controverſy, or any 
thing of that ; Bur thar it isthe necefliry of our Caſe, that it ſhould be 
thus; Or elſe we are loſt and undone, though never ſo much were at- 
tributed ro Faith ; Becauſe our Faith is ſuch a Cripple, ſuch a Lame 
hand, and foot in taking Chriſt, and coming to him; that we ſhould 
certainly loſe him, if he did not reſolve ro make good his own Gift of 
himſelf to us. And then, | Tg et ILL 

In the Third Place ; argue, that it cannot be in Faith it ſelf; Be- 
cauſe then Chriſt ſhould dye to bring in ſomething more imperte@, than 
the firſt Righteouſneſs that was given to man. Chriſt ſhould dye to 
bring in ſomerhing more imperfc& ; and yer ſtillit ſhould be our own, 
and we ſhould glory in ii, even as our f1it Righteouſneſs, For now, 
when God made man; he made him peric&@ (as the Scripture expreſſes) 
he made him in his own image, in his own Righteouſneſs, knowledge, 
and in true holineſs. And there was a PerteCion ; there was no blem- 
iſh, as to the Creation of God, and fo far as ic could be in a Creature. 
Why now, God, in his infinite wiſdom, in the Abyſs and unfathoma» 
ble depth of his own wiſdom and underſtanding; He leaves man to fall; 


And all men, as the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 3. T hey have finned, and fal- _ 


ten ſhort of the Glory of God, And what is it that follows from 
this? 

& therefore follows (ſaith the Apoſtle) that there can be nn Glerying be- 
fore God, ver. 27. Where is boaſting then 2 It 1s Excluded: By what Law ? Of 
works? No; But by the Law of Faith, Boaſting is Excluded Now 1 ſay, 
if works that were perte&, were excluded, becauſe they would be 
looked upon as our own merit; and Faith is brought in; and if thar 
ſhould be brought in, as our own; and that ſhould Juſtify us, as our 
own Faith 2 Why then it would bea more imperte& thing than the 
firſt Righteouſneſs. 

For, take Faith as it is in us; 1t is more imperfect than the firſt know- 
ledge, Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs, in which God created man; 
- and yer it ſhould be our @wn ; and boaſting ſhould arite from this, thar 
we have believed. Nay, if it were our believing; then it wete a more 
;mperfect thing, 1ſay, that is brought in « and boaſting would not be 
excluded by this Law of Faith, And therefore it is very evident, that 
Faith is nor thething that Juſtifyerh ; but anely that which Fakh re- 
ceiverh; that is, the Righrcoulſnels of God in Jeſus Chriſt, is the onely 


thing 
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thing committed to it. It would certain 
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hing that Juſtifiech. And this I defire ſhould'be- imprinted upon our 
hovghts, upon our hearts, to this great end and purpoſe, that we-may 
always lye low before God ; and that we may fayy we will boaſt in 
him all the day long, Living and Dying; and were we but able tobe cut 
off from every thing in our ſelves, 'and to lay faſt: hold upon God. and 
Chriſt; -and to have our whole in him ; our whole in God, our whole 


1n Chriſt ; This is the rue life of Faith, the true Excellency of Faith, 
- 6 have nothing at all in all in ourſelves; as] ſhall ſpeak further to you. 


Therefore I go on to the Fourth Particular; And thar is to affirm this, 
That it cannot be by Faith, as any thing of it ſelf; becauſe the Righteouſneſs of 
the Law, that was given man in his Creation, was as free a Gift as Faith it ſelf 
Fs 107 | = +51 | 


If any one ſhould ſay, Bur herein is a difference; The Work of Righ- 


. reouſnelſs in the firſt Creation, andthe Habits of it, they were our own ; 


Burt Faith is a free gift. 
I ſay, There is no difference inthis; for Faith is no more a. free gift, 

than the Righteouſneſs that Adam had:ar firſt was a free gift, 
"I confeſs indeed, there was a becomingneſs, that the Creator. ſhould 
make his Work perfe& : But it was Grace, free Grade, that gave to Man 
at firſt his Being, and that gave to Man all the Accompliſhments of his 


Being. And therefore there 1s not ſo great difference in that. 


But herein is the great difference, That now all that we have is in God, 
and by him, and from him alone; and it is never ſeparated from him. ] 
look upon this to be the great difference between Adam in his firſt Eſtate, 
and inthe Creation of Angels; and a ſinner now in Chriſt, reconciled to 
Ged ; that we have all in Chriſt, and neyer out of him; whereas be- 


. - fore, we had all in ourſelyes. 


If any man ſheuld ſay, I! take the Righteoufneſs of Chriſt, and ſay, 
Here Fli rake my Portion; it is giyen in ; and it isout of Gody and our 
of Chriſt ; it is in me: This would preſently be a broken Ciſtern, or 
it would dry up of it ſelf; it would fail, or let out - that precions 

ly. do ſo; and therefore here's 
our great ſecurity, that we are never out of God and Chriſt, :s is evident 
(throughout Erernity) by the 17thof Fobn : Thar they all may be one, 
As thou, Father, art in me, that they alſe may be one in ys. And the glory which 


thou haſt given me, T1 have given them, &c. And ſo Chriſt iseven in them; 


and his Righteouſneſs, and his Glory, ahd his PerfeCtion, are always io 
himſelf, and in a Communication unto them, and they in Union with 


him,and in that Communication. . | | 
If chis be nor truly che ſenſes and the Spirit of the Goſpel, I muſt free- 


ly acknowledge, I am not in any capacity to ſpeak of theſe things: For 


there is nothing more evident ro me-thanthis, That our whole Salvationzac- 
cording to the Goſpel, does no more ftir out of God and Chriſt, than (to ſpeak of a 


thing that we know) we ſee now the ans of the Sun, and the Light of the fo ; 
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ir out of the Sun; - but allis-in the Sun, For, if any, one. ſhould go to ſay,: 
this Room or Place is full or Lighe; or full of the Beams of the. Sur ; 
well” preſently ſhut up all the Avenues berwcen-us and the Suz ; and 
we'll have the Light as our .own-; you know .how preſently the place 
would-be dark, and there would:be'no remainder. of Light at all tn it, 
becauſe the S#1 1s fit outs FI 09125 i WL En 4 DL BEE VEE NESS 
So now, anJ. to Eternity; if you could ſhut out God and Chri#}, the 
Erernal fountain of Righteouſneſs from afy Soul; that Sout would be: 
immediately:dark as to the ſtate of Graces. and lo. grow darker and dark- 
er,to chedarkneſs of Hell.- - And 'now,:tn the fifth Places :.. I-Sks 
[f che Righteouſneſs of Faith were a Righteouſneſs one:y becauſe, it is 
freely given.;. why-then,' Love and Repentance, and Obedience, they 
arc all treely given, even as Þaith $ And yet for all this, Scripture never: 
 tpeaksof them as Juſtifying- RE Be (oa | 
- And therefore 1 come: to the: laſt things to ſhew-you wherein Faith. 
Þiſciftes; {tr is 0ne}y in this 3:that- by the moſt ſimple and abſtracted, 
and the moſt 'naked- Apprebenſion of the thing that: can be; It has nathipg, 
Bur what it is made to receive, in this great point of: Zuſtificarzon, 1 fay, ir | 
8 made to receive, and to do nothing bur to receive: It :is made to de- 
bend, and _to do nothing but to depcnd ; To truſt, and:to do nothing but: 
- I do acknowledze, there's'a great vertue of Faith outmard;' but; this is that: 
ſamanent at of Fatth.{ As T may ſo ſpeak) as Divines call thoſe Immanent- 
atts of God, in the Father, the Son; and the Spirit, that do- not go out of 
Himſelf: So Ifay, that Tnmanent aft of Faiththat is betmixt Chriſt and 
the Soul : Iris to:rruſty and onely to truſt; to depend, and one)y to depend ; 
ad to receie?, and onely to receive. - And; asfor Faith; It hath nothing, It 
15 20thing, but onely this Receipt. So it-is the moſt perte& dependence that 
Faith hath upon Chriſt. -1 will truſt, and nat be afraid, 
tn that 7a 12. 2. Andiin that day thou-ſhalt ſay, © I ord, 1zil praiſe 
tbee : though.thou waſt angry mith me, thine-anger is turned. away, and theu com> 
5 . Behold; God .is my Salzatim 4 I will. truſt, and [not: be 
afraid, 4 
Here therefore is the great Excellency of Faith; the meet Excellency of 
Faith; not in it ſelf; bur onely that ic wholly depends; Ir is made, and 
fxred by God, on-purpoſe wholly to depend. 
Þwontd come.now to the ſecond thing that I propoſed; which I ſhall 
very briefly repreſent co you. | 
..<- Por; if Faith it ſelf can do nothing ;. Itis certain then, that the works 
of Faith can do nothing, SNES 78 | 
And therefore that grear obje&ion thar'is made againſt this, que of the 
29 of James: that Faith which bath not works is Dead, and can't Juſtify 
Tris nothing at ail tothis Great Poinr't +Bug onely this it 1s indeed ; | 


ke. ſhew.us, thatif apy man has Faith in Chriſt; this Faith ſhall appear not 
| to - 
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to be an Idle, and a Dead Faith ; But it ſhall every way be aftive, trom 


the Power it recejyeth from Chriſt, to.walk in all ways of obedience : to 


Render up the Soul entirely, in the LOVE of God (according to the preſent 


ſtace, I mean) with ſincerity and uprightneſs. Bur it is not to this 
great point, For, it is very plain, when two things are ſpoken of in 


_ «Scripture; If there be a higher, and a Lower 3 the Lower muſt be a]- 
Ways ſubordinated cothe.higher ; :thaty 1 look upon to be a. ſtable and 


unchangeable Rule, . Now weare ſaid to be Fuſtified by a Faith that is not 
without works, ahd yet: without works we are Juſbficd ; and in other 


places we are faidto be Juſtified in God.” In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſ- 


racl be 7ufified, and ſhall Glary- And Jehovah .is our Righteouſneſs; And 


the Righteouſneſs of God, Now I ſay, that which is infinitely above Faith, 
As wewlll all grant ; God, and the Righteouſneſs of God, Chriſt, and 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt are far above Faith. Why then, though 
ſumetimes we arc ſaid to be JuStifred by Faith ; and the Barth 
by which we are ZJuſtified , is ſaid ro have works. Yet cers 
rainly the, Righteouſneſs of God, and of Chriſt, mult infinitely 
take place of theſe; becauſe they are fo far above, in the Tranſcendency 
and Infinitenefſs of their own nature. So that ir can never be, that the 
Righteouſneſs of God,. and of Chriſt can be brought.down. Therefore : 
we are ſaid ſometimes to be Juſtified by Faith ; But it 1s very plain, chat 
Faith, in irs 7uſtifying Power, it muſt be brought up to God and Chriſt. 
And there is al} that isto be ſaid of ir y that it rakes hold of God, and 
Chriſt. That's the whole of it; ittakes hold of God, and Chriſt, 
Therefore indced, I cannotbut think of that exprefſion;though I don'r 
ſay, it will hold in this. . Solomen ſays the Spider is very wiſe, becauſe it 
takes hold with its hands; ' and: is 1n Kings Palaces. : The Spider ſeems a 
baſe Creature 2 yer notwithſtanding the baſeneſs and poiſonoulneſs of its 
nature; yet in this, it prefers andadvances it ſelt ; becauſe it takes bold 

with its hands and 1s in Kings Palaces, Trqs. 
| So lfay, in regard of us, who are poiſoned with fin and Corruprion ; 


yet Faith takes hold with its handy and it is in the Righteouſneſs of God, 


and inthe Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, we ti], it you look upon 
us in our ſelves; or look upon Faith in it ſelf;;i.Alas ! What can it do? 
onely it can-take hold oi the Righteouſneſs of God, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt. And theretore I do acknowledge, that Faith 1sof | 
ercat power and vertue, The 11 Chapier cotne Hebrews makes evident, 
as well as the 2d of Zames. - v1 ; | BY 

Therefore I wonder, that men look ſo diſproportionably 2 I he 
great things there aſcribed ro Faith all along,in the 11th of Heb. make out 
chevery fame thing ; So that the Apoſtle James did not contradict the 


Apoſtle Paul, nor the pole Paulthe Apajile James,r th ottl em;ſpeaking 


© by the ſpirir.of Gedzand therefore, I fay,..Faith indeed is of great Holt- 


eſs,and of great operation; but it La brs hold of Ghriſt onely by way of 
| ap. £0 £2 CG ecelp 
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Receiptand dependence; and fo we are alone Jaſtified by ir. -Twould 
_ fain clear one particular more; that you may be very abſolute in this 
_ great point, wherein the Excellency of Faith Iyes, . And that 1s, | 
+ You may fay ſtill; why,Fatth is a great thing indeed 2 And fo far as 
It is ours, we may Jook upon itasa great thing;. if it can take hold of * 
God, and of Chriſt, and of the Righteouſneſs of God, and'of Jeſus Chriſt >- 
W har is like it in the whole worlds if ic can do this?. ADELE 
Therefore, though 1 acknowledge all thar Scriptare. hath ſpoken by 
way of Commendation of Faith; yet 7 muſt, tumble Faich (as 7may 
ſo expreſs it) before you, as to this very particular. For, Faith could no 
more rake God, or Chriſt ; or the Righteouſneſs of God, cr of Chriſt ; 
than any of uscan ſpan the whole Heaven, or take the whole Heaven 
into our hands. 7 1snothing but onely this wherein Faith excels, that. 
God, and Chriſt: give themſelves, with infinite. Riches of Grace. And 
Chriſt gives himſelf; he gives himſelf to Faith. 
This is that, that 7 poſitively affirm ; that Faith has no more Pow- 
er to take hold of God, and Chriſt ;- than. (as 7ſaid before) any: one of - 
. us can take that'grear Glebe of - the Sun into our hands. | 
- BurGod-gives himfelf, and Jeſus Chrift gives himfelf, by a free and 
abſolute will And when he gives himſelf, he draws out by himſelf 
ſach a turn of the Soul, back unto himſelf; that it cauſes the Soul by 
Faith totwilt about him. He draws out himſeltfo to it, that by Paith it. 
Returns with fuch a ewiſt of the heartto himſelf, that it never uncloſes any 
more; thar is the great and mighty Power of God and Chriſt, and of the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, Chriſte becoming wijdom and Righteouſneſs to the 
Soul,draws out this Tniſting of the Soul about him ; which the. Scripture 
calls Faith; This laying hold upon him ;- this (as the Scripture calls it) is, 
Zeaning-upon him ; and Rollizg of our ſelves upon him. Ler no man 
deſpiſe theſe Expreſſrnns,ſeeing the Sprrit of God has ſenfified them; Tc is 
Jutt as the Sun ; it calls out the Eye, and the motions of the Eye, to 7 iſt 
abour ic, and to anire with ir,by ſeeing: a the very ſame manner ; when. 
Chrift gives himſelf ; then he calls out this Faith, which 'is a Twiſt, and a. 
hand ofthe Soul upon Cf, and about him. Now, if Chriſt did not 
give himſelf, and if God did'nort- give himſelf; it were utterly impoſſible. z 
that Faith ſhould lay hold. | 
Nay, though there is this Propoſition of the Goſpel every where held 
out; whoever-believes in him, ſhall not -periſh, but have Eternal life, A- 
las! Men do no-more ſtir tothis Propoſitron, than a ſtone flyes up ro the 
24n, becauſe the Sus ſhines upon it with its Beams, So 7 ſay, you may 
fee plainly, that Men don't ſtir to Chrift, but when God draws near, and- 
gives Chriſt; and Chriſt draws near, and- gives himſelf ; then it is, thar- 
rhe Soul is drawn our to Chriſt again, and feels the coming of Chriſt, 
and the approach of Chriſt to it ;- and then turns it ſelf towards him ; and” 
then.it catches «bout him 3 and then it begins to ſay, My Lord, and my God. 
| Ee he | as 
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. as Thos, did, when he put his finger into-the- wounds - that had been 
mate in'Chriſt upon the Croſs. T his, 1fay,we ſhould ſeriouſly conſider ; 
and to know this, if any of our Souls haye been drawn to Chrift; © 
know !. That they had forever layn ſtil}; and ſunk as a ſtone, if Chriſt 
had not come, and given himſelfto the Soul: - 7 might give you- many 
cxprefhions to Explain this. To us a Child z given, (as Iſaiah ſpcaks, 
Chap,g, 6.) to whoevcr it 1s; as he was given to the world of Ele& in 
General, ſo he is given in particular to every. ſoul. MHho loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me, And 1o, as John ſpeaks concerning love : We love 
him, becauſe be firſt loved us. So we apprehend him, becauſe he firſt appre- 
hended us; As Thave ſhewn you our of Phil. 3. 12. If that 7 may appre- 
hend that for which: alſo 7 am apprebended of Chriſt Feſus. A man would 
never apprehend Chriſt, if he were not firſt apprehended by him. So 
faith the Church in the Song of Solomon 5 My Beloved 1s mine, and 1 am his, 
Firſt, he is mine; and then] am his, We ſhould never come to be 
Chriſt's; if Chriſt did not pleaſe to come, and to be our Husband. 

This certainly is the trae freeneſs of the Grace of God. And, if you 
ſhould ſay, what neceſſity is there,;that Chriſt ſhould thus drawour Faith 2. 
W hat need of Faith art all ? L = 4D 

Fil give you but a threefold Account, why there mult be this Faith, 
notwithſtanding it does no more z and though it is no more in the grear 
point of Righteouſneſs and Juſtifcation; yer fill ic is moſt neceſſary ir ſhould 
be,upon a fourfold account. - . : | | | 

The Firſt Account is, 1ſt.Paith is neceſſary,as it is that Zoyning,uniting 
att of the Soul, by way of Returnto Chriſt giving himſelt to it, receiv- 
ing him, and poſſeſſing it ſelf of Chriſt, and of his Righreouineſs ; For as in 
our Law, though the foundation of the Title lye elſewhere, yet the 
Conſummating of the Right is by Livery and Seiſin; as they ſpeak; and 
though the Eſpouſal of a mean perſon to a Prince, is by his free Love, yer 
the Conſummation- of the marriage is by her conſent, and acceptance ' 
. Conſummate; ſo though Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs are free gitr, yer 
Faith isneceſſary for our acceptance and till that be, Cbrift is not ours in 
Full ſenſe of the Goſpel. It is rrue,Paith ischeſen, and fangled our, asthat, 
which as itturns ro Chriſt and his Rze breer:ſneſs, moſt Diaphanouſly and 
moſt clearly; as through a thinneſt Tran/parency, ſhews the Righteouſneſs 
_ of Chriſt lowing from himſelf,above what Love, Repentence or any other 

gracesor gracious aftionscan do,as being onely,as I have ſaid,Dependence, 
Receiving, Truſting;' yerthis Faiths as raking Chriſt and uniting to 
him, is more then manifeſtation x it is Confummative of our. Title; ChritZ- 
ours,and we his:Chriſt is wiſdom to-us in this wiſe Grace of Faith,and thus as 
in a Conſummate Title we are ſaid to be Juſtifyed by Faith. Faith is - 
imputed ro Righteouſneſs; but Chrift our wiſdom, is alſo our Rightes- 
cuſneſs in higheſt Goſpel truth... . | 


46. Of Faith by which we are Jaſtified. 
"The ſecond: account is, 2dly, Elſe it would not be for the hap-= 
pineſs and good of that Soul that hath Chriſt, Ir cannot be that Chriſt 
ould be a Saviour, and thatthe Soul fhonld not know it. Therefore, 
& -Ifay,it is neceſſary it ſhould- be throughout the Soul: made known 
| by Paith, I confeſs, there is a time, anda longtime, even from Creati- 
en; till the Soul-is: called: home ro Chriſt, that it does nor know it, till 
the'rime of bringing home to Chriſt, But | fay, it cannot be through - 
outſo; For then men ſhould be {ſaved by Chriſt, and never know thar | 
they are faved by Chriſt. Then Chriſt would be no more rhe Saviour 
of his people, than heis the Saviour of ſtones, or inſenſible Rocks. | 
| We mult therefore come to have a feelings and knowing, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is ours; Or elſe we could: not receive his ſalvation. How ſhould 
we be the better within we did not knowChriſtAn underfanding and 1n- 
teHefual Being,muft haveſuch a knowledge of Faith, to know Chriſt. 
And therefote, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. 3. T count all things but loſs for 
the Excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. 1 muſt know him. 
Not that-this Contributes any thing ro our happineſs,, but onely the 
feeling, and enjoying that happineſs: That happineſs is onely from God. 
Bur, as you know,a blind man is never the better in point of Light, and 
fighr, though theSun be never. ſo Glorious. Every one that ſeeth the 8on, 
and belieyerh in him. . We muſt fee him, or elſe, we could not know 
he is ours; we could have no Enjoyment of him ; our Souls would be 
ſtill, like unſenfible Rocks and Marbles, if there were got this ſenſe by Faith, 
and the knowledge of Chriſtby believing, And therefore; it is a very 
great truthgthat Faith is a maniteſtation to'us, and within us, that Chriſt 
1s ours, When our Souls receive the touches of: his-Love and grace up- 
on us, and we come to know and find the ſweetneſs; to taſte that the 
- . Lordis Gracious, and'to know what a Pearl we have, in ſome mcaſurc; 
4nd thatwe find Chriſt is ours, and hath given himſelf for us. 
1othe third place; there could not elſe, be a manifeſtarory Glory. Ir 
istrue ; Chriſt isglorious, as a Saviour, But we could nor Glorify him, 
| if we did not know by Faiththat he is fuch a Saviour. T 1:is is that, that 
the ſou] makes its Boaſt in God by ; this draws it to Glory in Chriſt, 
and to pive all the Glory it can doto him; Becauſe it.finds it is ſaved by 
bim, and him alone. Now it is very Emident, God had-no nccd of Glo- 
ry irom Angels, nor from-men,'to manifeſt his Gloiy by them.. Bur it 
_ pleaſggtthe wiſdom and Grace ot God,to declare his infiaite Being, be-, 
Late ſuch Beings as Angels ar.d'men firted with iunderHandings to behold: ith? 
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Why fo, Chriſt had no need of our'Glorifying of lim ; But yet it, IS Ve." 
ry Evident, that he1s pleaſed ro be'Glorifyed byius; ,and that we Gloriſy:” 
him, by acknowledging all our ſalvation from him. ,:And hercin ts 
Falthofgrear we ; ir-gives Glory; as the. Apoſtle ſpeaks, Abrabam,yvas 

 ſirong in Faith, giving Glory to God, Rom, 4. . So, Faith | gives Gary ro the 

nd then, 


- *-Righteoulnels and Freereſs of the Grace of Gad in Teſus Chriſt. 


Ro 
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a 1-06 Jace .it is alſo necefſary,iupon this Account; (for, Iam 
far Cin allthis diſcourſe) from that which 1s truly called Antijomanifm, 
or Libertiniſm ; I ſay as Faith looks outward, and from Chriſt, into' holy 
Action, the knowledge that Faith gives is ſerviceable, in the hand of 
Cariſt to all holineſs, and purification of Life: To live to him; to 
live and to walk by Faith; to be every way ſeli-Reſigning according to 
that whole 11th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, | 
And thus I have endeayoured, with all briefnets, to ſet our the Ex+ 
cellent narure of Faith _. : | | 
{.(hall bur make one. ſhort Application of it; And that 1s, co ſtir up 
all 'our hearts, in looking up co God, according to that great prayer 
Epbeſ. 3.14, 15, 16. verſes. Fer this cauſe I bow my knees unio the Pather 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole fanuly in Heaven and Earth is nam- 
ed, that he would grant yen according to the riches of bzs Glory, to be ſtrengthned 
with might, by his ſpirit is the inner man, To what End? & 
That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by Faith. O look up to this !. You 
ſee how Faith is indeed always called up by Chriſt, when he gives him- 
ſelf tro any Soul; when he comes to dwell in any Soul, Fauh muſt re- 
_— him; ic muſt embrace him; ic muſt depend wholly upon 
im. | : | 
Now therefore, O ! That aur hearts may be ſtrengrhened by this Spi- 
rit in the /nner man. A'as! OurlInner man, you may fee plainly by. 
all that I have faid.is very weak and unfaithful; And it-is confirmed by 
this expreffion of the Apoſtle, how the lancer man would neyer draw in 
Chriſt ; it-would never hold him, if ir cameto him. Our _laner man 
is ſach a falſe thing ro the Great things of our Eteroal falvation ; it is 
ſach a-feeble-weak thing, it would never be able ro hold Chriſt. Bur. 
the Spirit jtrengthens the Inner man, "That Chriſt may dwe?! :n our bearis-by Faith, 
Elſe, (I fay) it could never (if you wonld give 'me lcaye to uſe fuch a 
pla'n word asthar) fetch in-Chriſt. - And if the- came, ar-wottd never 
hold him. Oar 1aner man wg# be {ſtrengthened by the Spirit of Chriſt; 
that Chriſt may dwell in us. - And then, we go forward, to be rooted and © 
grounded in the love of Chriſt ; andro Comprehend that love of Chriſt which paſs- - 
eth knowledge, that we may be filled with all the fulneſs of God. = | 
I hope, there is nothing char 7 bave ſpoken,thar can. Juſtly offend any | 
man's mind : for, it is folly tothe ſenſe of Scripture, and 'of Scripture ' 
Reaſon , and ir excludes all manner of loofeneſs and Lebertiniſm of 
life. | es | | | 
For, Chriſt is certainly ſanftification,, ta eyery/ one, to whomrhe is 
Juſtification ; he gives the power of Holipnets. Ard Faih' is made fer- * 
viceable. As 1told you, the immanent aQs, are thoſe whereby it ſtays 
within, and has Communion with Chriſt, wherein it has nothing but to © 
depcnd and traſt-in him.. Bur then, Eo | 
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{works outward, as they ſay of the works of God, Ad Extra. The 


Excellent aQs of the Father, Son, and Spirit z they go our of themſelves. 


So Fairh goes outro all the works of obedicnce. | 
And. therefore, if you would know whar Faith is, when it works out- 
ward ; 7 would propoſe to you, to Read that Chapter, Heb. ir. How 
greatly Faith works outward, But Chriſt ſtiff isthe Author and finifher. And 
When it comes-to Chriſt, ir has nothing to do, but to truſt,and depend,and 
recelve. . | 
And O! therefore, let us all bow our knees unto the Father of our Lord Je- 


” 


Jus Chriſt, that he would grant us, according to the Riches of his Glory, to be 


ſtrengthened with might, by his ſpirit in the Inner man. 
We can never have ſuch a thing as Faith, if the Riches of Glory does 

not come: in with it, and if the ſpirit of Chriſt does not come in with it ; 

And indeed, where the ſpirit of Chriſt comes, he comes. And ſo Chriſt 


and the ſpirit Elicits, (asthey call it) and draws, and Brings the Soul to- 


claſp about himy to lay hold upon him. He brings che Soul thus near 
ro himy 7uft as the LoaNſtone fetches in the Tron, and calls it to itſelf, And 
' ſo when Chriſt comes near to the Sou], He draws it near to himſelf, &c, 


——————— -— 4. 
—_— — 


FAITH. 


We are Juſftified, xc, 
1 The Fifth Sermon. 3: 
£1] - Bom. 5: 1, 
T berefere being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace 

with God through our Eord Feſus Chriſt. 


Rom what 7 have diſcoursd in the-laſt Sermon, That we are Juſtified 

| by Faith, in ſuch a ſenſe only, as that Nothing can be attributed to Faith, but 

_ only to Chriſt, Two ObjeQions may ariſe, which 7 would anſwer, before 
Tpaſs on to the main Point [now intend, + | 

| be : 25 M4 | Objedt, 


— —. 
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Obie. 1. What then is it (may it beſaid) in Faith, upon which Zuſci- 
fication is attributed to Faich rather then to any other Grace ? 

Anſw, I Anſwer, it is like taking poſſeflion, the having Livery and 
Serzn in an Eſtate: become ours, or like the conſent of a mean perſon in 


Marriage to a Prince. 
Or, indeed, to ſpeak yet more plain to our apprehenſion ; if any one 


"Will give usa Gift; before we come to be really inveſted in that Gift ; 


we mult take it, and have it in poſſeſſion. And we have not a true T is 


"tle to itelſe;, tho it does not depend upon our taking ; But it is only a 


Conſummative and Perfeting thing, that we take it into our poſſeſſon:; 
we accept it from the giver, as his gift, and we take it into poſſeſſion, 
as Our own. | . 

And thus I ſay it is,and that we are 7uſtifyed by Faith. And it ſeems to me, 
Fences t any one ſhall ſhew me wherein 1 am in a miſtake in thus faying) 

ſhall coxclude it to be the yery ſenſe of the Spirtt of God, in all thoſe Ex- 
drepinnsy that we are Juſtifyed by Faith, and live by Faith: Theſe things, 

ſay, ſhew to us the worthleſſueſs of Faith in it (elf; And yet that ir is 

Conſummative and a Conſummation of our Title to Chriſt, and ro his 
Righteouſneſs. | 

I would only firſt anſwer one more ſeeming great objeAion againſt this. 
repreſentation of Faith 7 have given, as if it were only the Imprint of 
Chriſt's gift of himſelf and his Righteouſneſs to the Sou); why 1s it then fo 
often ſaidzRepent and belieye the Goſpel; And whoever believes in him,Csc. 
And we are called on as if it were our at, to believe ? 

Now, to this, I Anſwer, thar it is true; we are fo: Though I am 
fully, by the grace of God, of that Zudement, that I have declared to you, 
c:..erning the nature of Faith: And that ic is Chriſt, Impriating his gitt 
Li: gift of his Righteouſneſs and of himſelf upon us. And yet for all 
tha:; Ithink my ſelf bound, in all the Ditcourles of this grace of Faith 
tO 159Ve you ; to perferade you ; to Exhort you to receive, to preſs you to 
B-iieve 1n Jeſus Chriſt: Becauſe this is the Rational way that God doth 
C2: with thole, as I have ſaid, h@giveth underſtanding, an? Rationality to; 
21:4 becauſe this is that Ordinance of God and for great and wiſe Reaſons, 
Loch to his Servants, whom he draws thus to believe by tbe obedience 
© * Faithtothe preaching of the Goſpel : And in regard ofthct2.that do nor 


' bej:1£ve, That he may Juſtify and vindicare himlc}f, that he hath gone 


thi: way, Which is proper unto the Soul of man : He bath drawn wit 
the Cords of a man, and With the Bands of his Love, ia oftering Chriſt tc 
Ci, 

I now come to what I propoſed in the next pl-ce 3; To ſhew you rhe 
great affſa- .nce of Faith; the aſſurance of it, from theſe words of our 
Lord ; Thc ave known, They have known ;, And they have ſurely known. 


- y . _—— ! , -rrnrirla gn ic. 
And yet, wtic: 1t comes to De Expat, waat this Kknowlecge iS; { 
OI tie 


words, 


"> 
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words, 70. 17.7. They bave known. To know, is of great Certainty, and of 
great Affurance, And again, in he latter part of the vereſe. They have 


known ſurely, that I came out from fhee ; and they have believed that thou didft 
jend me. T hey have known ſurely; And yer when it comes to the 1fllc; rhey 


have believed, Therefore I ſhall endeavour, 1 ſay, to make ont to you 


the great Aſſurance of Faith, And Tſhall propoſe thele four kinds of afſur- 
ance that Faith hath, And there are. Scriptures very. full, for each of 
them. Z11 lay them firſt, before you, together. 2 

The firſt affurance of Faith, is the aſſurance of. underſtanding, So you 
find, Col. 2, 2. That their hearts might be comforted, being. knit together in 
love, and unto all riches of the full aſſurance of underſtanding, in the acknows 
lede ment of the myſtery of God, and of the father, and of Chriſc. 

There's the firſt afſurance of Faith ; the aſſurance of underſtanding ; 
when all the great truths of the Goſpel that men are ready to lay, how do 
you prove them ? > RS | 

How will you make them out, either by ſenſe, or by Reaſon > How 
ſhail we know that theſe things are indeed true? 


Why now, when Chriſt and his' Spirit do fix theſe truths upon. 


Souls ; they have Riches of the full aflurance of underſtanding. 


The {cond full aſſurance of Faith, it is in. that great Point, of Par-- 


don of {in, and pcace of Conſcience by Jeſus Chriſt. 


For, ifa man coines, and ſays to another, (As you know, men are. 


ready to do) you talk at a ſtrange Rate : Do you know that your {ins 
are pardoned ? Do you know, that God, and Chriſt. have Done this ? 


and that you ſhall be ſaved from wrath for ever? 


Obſerve now whar the Apoſtle ſaith to this, in. Heb. 16, 22. Det us. 


draw near #i:h.a true heart, You know. itisa phraſe in our Engliſh ; ſuch 
a man, when we do ſpeak of him, as fearful, or a perſon of no valour ; 
we ſay, heisa falſe-hearred man, And that man that is Reſolved and 
valiant, and greatin Prowels. 3 .we ſay, he is a man of acrue heart, of 


a true yalour- | & | 
Now whereas, ſome are apt to. think, that evety man ſhould ſtand 


trembling, and doubting, and ſay, [don't know whether my fins are, 
pardoned, or not 3 dare not be ſo bold or preſumptuous as once to ſay, 


{ am ſurecthat 7am freed from wrath ro come. | 
Why now. foie the Apoſtle) Let us draw near with a true heart, naving 
«2-1 heart ſprinkled from an. evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with pure wat-. 
(7 So here's a ſecond great aſſurance of Faith. 
A 'Fhird affurance of Faith, is in this; O, what ſhall become of me 
for ever 2 \Whar ſhall become of me when I dye? Where will be my 


dwelling? Where will be-my Reception, my Receptacle for ever, when 


I goout of the world ? | 
Can I bope for ſuch a ſtate, as the. Scripture Deſcribes Heayen to be 2 


Can I bear up in thoſe hopes? + 
| | Why 


UM 
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Why then, Conſider what the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb, 6::latter part of 
the 11 ver. We, deſire, that every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to the 
fall aſſurance of hope unto the end. | 

So here youſee is another affurance ; the full afſurance of hope concern- 
ing our condition. Hope is the proper grace that the Goſpel in{iſts up- 
on, asSto the aſſurance of Eternity. - Pea | 

| Now, there is a fourth ; Jn thefe three places I deſire you to Re- 
member, that the word is one,and the ſame in the Greek in eyery one of 
them: lr is Plerophorta ; or full-ſail-aflurance. - | 

'* There isa fourth aſſurance (which is very neceflary to be conlidered) 
and that is the afſurance of ating ſuitable, and agrecable to our Faith, 
when a man dares venture; when he dares Embarque, and engage. his 
action, upon this'very foundation of Faith, 

| Now here (for, I would deal very clearly - and faithfully in theſe 
points, and” not pretend to any thing of proof, above what really is.writ< 
ten) there is the Tantamount of'ic ; but there is not the very word: Plero- 
rx, or fuil aſſurance: of Faich But, I ſay, yery. near to thar-yery 
thing. | | | 

The 2. Theſ x, 10. I ry 12. Saith the Apoſtle (ſpeaking with great 
Earneſtneſs) wherefore' alſo we pray always for you, that our God would count you 
worthy of his calling, and fulfltall the good pleaſare of his grace; and the work 
of Faith with power. The: good- pleaſure of brs grace to be fulfilled; and the 
work of Faith tobe fulfilled. Pleroſe, a word that bearspart with the ſame 
word that Plerephoria, For there's the fulneſs. - But then, in the full 
aſſurance ſignified by | Plerophoria; there is the carrying of the ſay}: 
which fignifies a ſay] that hath a full Gale upon it; and fo carryes on 
che veſſel with a'mighty ſwiftneſs. And here the fuinets is ſignified, and 
the mighty Gale alſo, tho there be not the word ; that he would ful/il 
the Wirkof Faith with Power. That the name of our Lord Zeſus Chrift nay 
be glorified wn you, and you in him, according to the Grate of our God, and the Lord 
Zeſus Chriſt. Now therefore, as I have laid before you the four full 4ſ- 
furances of Faith; the great Confidences and Afſurances of Faith; ſo 1 ' 
would ſhew you what there is ro bear up theſe great Aſſurances of 
Faith. For, Ir isnot an ordinary Power thatcan bear up a Man, that 
hath nothing of it-at all in himſelf,. to bear up, :1 ſay, in thes full afur- 
ance of underſtanding. That, whereas men make ſuch a do, to prove the 
Truth of the Religion, and Chriſtianicy of 'the Goſpel: It a Man 
comes inby Faith, and ſays, Icannot Reaſon ; 1 cannot Diſpute; Icant 
not Argue; '] cannot talk like a Learned Perſon, concerning -thefs. 
things. But, bleſſed be God, ] can do this x [can Believe. 

So another comes, and ſays, O! I could never ger ſuch athing as this , 
_ a of the Fayour and Love of God in Chriſt ; and the Pardon + 
of my Sins. | 7” 

But when - a Man comes under the mighty Power of Grace; = 

ed 
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filled with the Aſſurance of. this by mighty Power ; he is ableto ſay, in 

ſome meaſure, T believe theſe _ +. Lord Help my unbelief.  — 
And ſometimes God raifcs up his Seryantstoa Iriumphant Aﬀurance 

even at the time of Dying, when they are in the greateſt Agonics of 

Bedy ; yet they can ſay, / am ſure my Redeemer Lives. 

And then, for the ſtate beyond the Line, beyond this Life; Who can 
cell this? Fleſh and Blood is ready to ſay,what there is in another World 
who hath gone, and brought: certain Accounts and intelligences what 
the ſtate of the other World -is > = 

O ! The full Afurance of Faith and Hope; it faith, 1 ant ſure of an 
Inheritance Incorruptible, and that fades ct away: Tho I cannot tell you, 


 whatjr is; Yer Iknow Iſhall be like my Lord, for I ſhall ſee him as he 


1s. And then, | | | 

. tv the laſt place 3: faith a man, what, will you venture your ſelves? 
Will:you ventare to.loſe all that. you might Enjoy here in this World ? 
and to pin your ſclyes oa ſtrict way of. Walking? Will you venture 
to deny your ſelveyin yur Pleaſures ;/ in your-Enjoyments here > You 
muſt lay down Eſtate, and Liſe ; and leave all the dearneſs of Relations: 
Will you venture to do ſuch a thing as this ? 

O ! faith the Soul; if I have butthe good pleaſure of my-God, and 
the Work of Faith fulfilled in me with Power; I do not care how God 
calls me out, to glority the Name of Gad, andof Chriſt Jeſus. 

P11 begin to lay down the Account of all this to you'; and that I ſhall 
do very briefly. There is but one place of. Scripture, to which I refer; 
to ſhew you what it is that bears up Faith in all theſe Things: And ic 
isthat, I Jobn 5.4. &c. And 7delire, that you would pleaſe to ſer a Res» 
mark: Every perſon that hears, and that does ſeriouſly deſire to wait 
upon God. in this Diſcourſe; That you would ſer a Remark upon that 
Scripture 1 name to you, in the four Aſſurances of Faich , Hhrſoever zs 
born of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, overcometh the World : And this is the Viftory 
that overcometh the World, even our Faith, Who 75 he that overcometh the 
World, but he that believeth that Jeſus ts the Son of God? O | But may the 
Soul ſay; Here's the Difficulty ; How ſhall 7 do to Belicve this, Thar 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God; That he came forth from God ; and 
that God did ſend him? Why. ſaith the Apoſtle : This is he that came 
by Water and Blood,evenFeſus Chriſt; not by VVater,but by Water and Blood. And 
it is theSpirit that beareth witneſs,becauſe theSpirit 75Truth.For there are three 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the VVord, and the Holy Spiritz And 
theſe: three are one. And there are three that bear witneſs on Earth, the Spirit, 
and the Vater, and the Blood ; if yuu receive the witneſs of Men) the witneſs of 
God 7s greater, = 

Now therefore, Here is the thing that I ſhall endeavour to make our 
ro vou ; That Faith, in all theſe Afurances, is born up by thoſe three, 
That bear witneſs in Heaven', Principaliy, and Supremeiv, The Father, the 
EFord, and the Spirit» And, by the Three, that bear witneſs 64 Earth ; the 
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Pater, and the Blood, and the Spirit. And indced, the 'Undertakinp is 
very large, and very great, to ſpeak of the things according to their 
Weight, according to their worth. Only, I delire you to take'notice 
before I go on ; Thar iz is very Evident, the Apoſtle- is ſpeaking of 
the Fulfilling the-Work of Faith, to overcome the YYorld , and to giye the 
Soul Victory through Chriſt : For, upon this occaſion All this comes 
on, What is it overcomes the World, bur only ovur Paich? And fo he 
goes on tothe great Teltimony, and the great Operations iti thoſe that 
are Chrifts, and by which Faith is born up ; 1f we rettive the witneſs of 
Men, the witneſs of God zs greater. It is not only greater in' Value; but in 
this, that it can enter into the Hearts, into the Conſciences, into the AC 
{urances of his Servants. 02 h | 
] begin therefore with the Firſt of theſe ; And I ſhall ſhew you, in e- 
very reſpett, how the Father, the YYord, and the Spirit, and the VVater, and 
the Blood do VVineſs, | OTE 0 RENTS ©: 
Firſt therefore, concerning .the full Aflurance of underſtanding; Con. 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, in the firſt place; And then, concerning all*the 
Truths of the Goſpel, in the ſecond place; - And I deſire you to remem- 
ber a diſtinion I gave you the laſt day; | told.you, there are:imma- 
nent As of Faith, as they ſay ; thoſe that remain and ſtay withia', thats 
che meaning of the Word: There ate Ads then,and Motions of Faith; 
when Faith fays within, in that great point of taking Chriſt. And 
then, There are Truths of the Goſpel thar are: Ad Extra, as they fay; or 
without, that do not immediately concern that great point of the Re: 
demprtion of Chriſt, but flow from ir. KF OM 
o F11 make this plain to. you, by fetting.two points ofScriptureſbefore 


you ; of which Faith his an afſurance : Bur one is like Faith ſtaying 


at home, and ,within ic ſelf, and within Chriſt, in the great point of 
Redempron and Jullificatione . -- ll OO D104 Renee” ff 

As Now, Here's this great Tcuth, That Jeſus Chriſt 'came into the 
World, to ſave tlie chief of Sinners: Sinners, of whom every cne may 


fay, 1 am chief. 


Now when Faith Aft upon this Truth ; Zeſus Chriſt came to fave ſtn- 
ners, of whom I am chief. And ſo, That he ſhed his Blood for ftnners, 
and gave himſelf a Sacrifice and an Arronement 2 ' All theſe are Truths 
properly within Faith and Chriſt: And when the Soul is upon them, it is 
atthome with.ir ſelf ; Ang Faith is alfoat home with Chriſt, and with 
the Soul in-them., But now, here's another great Truth ; That who- 
eyer it is that does not Cutzoff bis Right Hand, or Pullout bis Right Eye, and 
cut off hzs Right Foot ; he ſhall be caſt into Hell, where their V/orm dies not, 
and their Fire 1s not quenched. | | 

Now this is a great Truth of Chrift: And Faith hath affurance of 
this Truth. But yer, when ir ads upon this Truth ; (Pray obſeryc) 1£ 
does not ſtay within, properly with an , and within it felf, in the potar 

; | OB 
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of Belizving : Bur it goes out, to a Truth that lyes without, as to the great 

oint of  lifation- Sothats if you ſay, wherein is Faith Zuſirfying 
Faight in Relation to Truth 2 C I deſire thar I may be underſtood) 1 tay. 
Pony is a:k'd wherein is Faith Juſtifying ' Faith, as to the point of 

ruth ? | | 

 lcisnot in believing that whoſo: ver doth not cut off his Right hand, or 
pluck out bis right Eye, ſhall be caſt into Darkneſs. It 1s true; this always 
is together with Juſtifying Faith : But 1t 1s not chac, wherein Faith Pro- 
perly Juſtifies., . But all the Truchs concerning che Blood and Righteouſ- 
zeſs. of Chriſt; they are Truths that Faith afts upon, when it is in the 
great,point of Juſtification, as it is ated by Chriſt and his'Spirit;' Now, 
this being not many times well Conſidered , It makes a great Confuſj- 
on.in the point of Zuſtifying - Faith. 

. For, thaugh it istrue ; It is ſaid (and | deſire it may be carefully rememe 
bred ; that no one may any way take offence ; or mention what 1 ſay, to 


give offence) I ſay, that that. Truth., that a man, that does not cut off 


bis hand, or pluck, out 'his Right Eye C which means any Luſt) ſhall be 
caſt into Hell ; is never; ſeparated from true Juſtifying Faith, But I ſay 
again, that Faith ating upon thar Truth ; doesnot Zuſtify ; Bur afting 
upon the great Truth, wherein. Jeſus Chrilt is held forch as a ſacrifice, 
a. propitiation, a Mediator, an Jntercefſor and Redeemer, 

But yer,this iscexzaivly zrue 3, that , che Father, Son, and Spirit, give a 
mighty power totheſe great I ruths, aid to every 'Trurh char is de- 
livered-in the Goſpel, but eſpecially with this great Principal Truth, 
thar Jeſus is the Son of God, and hath layd down his lite for finners, 
For, you {ce very, plainly ia, this place that I have quored to you; 
Pray, Conſider it, who zs he that avercometh the world, but he'that believeth 
that-Jeſus is the Son of God? ? DEI dS, 

Faith is.cherefore in ics Immancar action, when it is upon this poinr, 
that Jeſus. zs the Son of God, and gave bimſelf for Sinners. This is the Im- 
magent T ruth, that Faith fixes upon. . | PO ECP SE 

Bur then, when it comes to that Truth, that without Holineſs, no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord , that can never be ſeparated from this Truth, thae 
Zeſus is the Son of Godyg when Faith as upon that Truth, or any 
like it; Without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord , It does nor a& like 
Jaſtifying Faith, ſtri&ly taken in that point of eligyinges: Becauſe Juſti- 
fication flows onely from che Righteouſnels, from the Blood, from the 
Obcdience. from the Redemption -of Jeſus Chriſtz And therefore, to 
Find a mighty power ,-To find the Soul Impregnated and fill'd out, in 
aiirhe Truths that concern Jeſus Chriſt, and in all the other grear 
| cyrhs of the Goſpel, that Ehriſt hath ſpoken; Here's the ſtreogth,ang 
{1c aſſurance of Faith ; And it flows from God, in and through 
Criſt, For, Jeſus Chriſt is the great and Principal Aftor in the Soups 


Kcceiving all Truth: 1 ſay, the great aud the principal Aﬀtog, a; 


o 
» 


yOu. 


—_— — 
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yoo may find, the ſtability of Paith,. the great Ballance and Poize of 

aith, that keeps it ſteady and even, Heb. 13- 8. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame 

yeſterday, and to day for ever. Be not carryed about' with diverſe and ſtrange 

Doerines: Feſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, and to day for ever: It is he that 

1s the Alpha, and Omega; As he faith himſelf, The Truth, the way, the 
Truth and the Life. He is (the) Truth. And the Son of the Father in Truth. 


And Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. 


But I would alitcle farther-clear to you this diſtin{tion of the Imma- 
nent at; of Faith; and ſhew you whence I take the word You know, 
in that great myſtery of the Father,.Son, and. Spirit; Divines, when 
they treat of it; they ſay, that thoſe ations between the Father, and . 
the Songand the Spirit themſelves, and no Createed Bing comes between; 
they call them, Immanent aCtions of the Father ,the Word, and the Spi- 


' Tit, As the Father begat and knoweth the Son ; to the Son knoweth the Fa- 


ther, and that he is begotten of him. The holy Spirit proceeds from the 
Father and the Soa: And the holy Spirit kaows, and Glorifieth in eve- 
ry thing the Father, and the Sen, as proceeding from they, Now, while 
they are ating within in the Divine Being, the Father, the Son, and 
Spirit, one with another; Thoſe are called Immanen: adts. 

Bur when they go outward, either to Angels, or men, or any of the 
Creatures ; then they are. called extra-aQts; Or ad extra, or Tranſient 
ats; b2caule they go out from the Divine being co the Creature. 

I make uſe of it, to explain the Immanent aQts of Faith t "The Im- 
manent as of Faith, are upon Chriſt's Regequſncl, and Blocd ; and 
not upon the Points of Repentance, or obedience, or Love, or ſelf Re- 
ſignation ro C briſt ; But wholly, and ſolely in that point of Pardon of 
liv, | Peace of Conſcience, and deliverance from wrath to come. 

Burt, as 1 ſaid befote ; Take any of the gteat Truths of Scripture ; and 
they are never ſeparated from that Jultifying Faith. All the ations 
of Creation and Government ot Providence; are never ſepa- 
rated from the Divine Being, the Father, Word, and Spirit: Creation 
and Providence, you know are attributed ro them all. And, I am per- 
ſwaded, that this may much help your thoughts : Becauſe men diſcourſe 
promiſcuoufly ; As if we were as well Juſtified by love to Chriſt, and 
by mortifying a Luſt , as by taking hold of the ſacrifice and Ranſom 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and as if one Trurh were as effential to Juſtifying Faith, 
2s another; Now, | acknowledge, they are never ſeparated 3 ( To 
take off all Scandal and offence trom men.) And yet I ay, there's 
an Immanence in the a& of Faith, when it 1s acting pon Jeſus 


Chriſt. 2 
I come now to the Second Point, that I would be ſomething more 


large in ; And that i, CON full aſſuravce of Faich, in point of 
Conſcience, or the peace of Conſcience, and the Pardon of Sin, and 


the afſurance that God is ours, | 
| _ Now 


- | Of Faith by which we are Juſtified. 

. Nov, if I could here make out to you, how. that Aſſurance comes. 
into the Soul ; and how it is born up by Chriſt, and by the Fatber, and 
by the Spirit ; Iſhoujd think 1t were to great Edifcation. 1 fay, if [ 
were in any meaſure able ro make it ont, according tothe Excellency of 
- ne thing;l ſhall therefore go as far as the Lord ſhall pleaſe co aſſiſt by his 

Irit 11 1t, | | ' 

"Thdefare, the firſt thing that I ſhall ſay to you, by. which a man {| 
comes to have an Afurance of the Pardon and Forgiveneſs of his Sins (I |} 
fhall ſpeak it in the very Scripture Language.) It ts, ; 

Firſt of al!, By an immediate Voice of the Blood ; I fay, by an im- | 
mediate Voice of the Blood, And then, Lv | | 
3 ſhall ſkew you, it is by the Voice of the YYater from Chrilt. And | 
then | 

In the Third place, By the Spirit, And then, - LP 

Þ the Fourth place, thar the Father from Heaven comes, and Rati- |} 
fies and Affures this Teſtimony of the Son, and of. the Sjrrit, in the Blood 
and inthe Y7ater , Firſt, Tay, it proceeds immediately: (For; 1 would 
ſpeakof thethings in the Order of Nature) trom the Blood, - For no- 
thing doth fo immediately ſpeak Peace to a Sinner, as rhe Blood of Je- {| 
{as Chriſt , che Sufferings of Chriſt, And theretore, fo many, things 
are ſpoken of Chriſt ; of his Sacrifice, and of his Death, and of bis Suf- {| 
terings; 1 may give you many places of  Scriprure- that put moſt upon 
the Blood of his Sacrifice, as ro our Senſe and Apprehenſten , than up- ( 


on any thing 2 1ſfay, upon the Blood of Chriſt : How much more ſhall the 
Bluod Offered by the Eternal Spirit. (you- know, Heb, 9) And the blood of 
Sprinkling that ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, c, 12, And Heb. 10 
24, Haung bellneſs by the blood of Feſus, to enter into_the Holieſt, Tt is put 
upon the blood, the blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, Heb. 13, The blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all unrighteouſneſs, 1 John 1. FYho leved us, and waſhed in 
_ his blood, Rev. 1. and: Rev.c. 7. They have waſhed their robes white in the {| 
blood of the Lamb, And fo the Apoſtle fpeaks proportionably in this {| 
1 Zobn 5. There are Three that bear witneſs in Heaven \, the Father, the V%ord | 
an the Spirit, And then there is the Spirit, the YPater, and the Bleod: 
The Blood, it hath an immediate Voice. And this is be (faith rhe A- 
poſtle) that came by water and by blood, not by water only: Pray obſerve that: {| 
It puts an Emphaſis upon the Blood; Not by VPatrr only, but by VPater and | 
| 


Blood. So Ifay, whenever our Souls come indeed to have rhe Aﬀurance 
of the Pardon of Sin, and of Peace with God ; it is. by Blood - The 
Blood of Jeſus, which is carried into the Foly Place not made with hands, We | 
are Purged by the Blood Offered by the Eternal Spirit: We have | 
Confidence by the Blood of Jeſus. 
. O:! therefore, when Chriſt is pleaſed to ſend out che mighty Efluxzes | 
the Efluziums of his blood; when he ſends them wur, and draws and 


twiſts and brings back the Conſcience, and the Heart upon the —_ of | 
| | Chriſt, 
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Chriit, when he ispleaſed to dothus; Thoſe ſtrong Atts upon the blood 
of Chriſt, they do as it were Recoil and come back upon the Soul, an 
upon the Conſcience, with the afſfurance of the pardon of fin in that 
blood. Therefore, bleſſed is he that hears the voice of the blood of 
Chriſt ; chat hears in his own Conſcience, the blood of ſprinkling, ſpeaking 
better things, than that of Abel. 

And this is the farſt thing. Becauſel treat as briefly asI can of it ; I 
come to the ſecond thing, and thar is, | 

To give you an account of the forgiveneſs of fins, comeing in by the 


Water. | 
Now, I confeſs, I ſhall give ſomewhat another Interpretation, than 


| I have known given concerning Water. For, I look upon the water, not 


as ſome wonld, very Chilly and Coldly underſland it of Baptiſm : except 
that ſriritual Baptiſm of the Goſpel, which I always deſire to magnify ; or 
that it is meerly Sandification,gwhich the Generaluy of Interpreters give it to 
be : But by water, I underS$tand the very obedience and Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ſeparated from his ſufferings : That great obedience, which was 
likea River Pure as Chriſtal that ran through the whole obedience of 
Jeſus Chriſt, from the very beginning to the end. | 
And the Reaſon why | rake 1t ſo, and not to be ſandification, is this ; 
becauſe, faith the Apoſtle, ia chis 5 Chapter of the 1ſt Epiſtle of John. 
This is be that came by watery and by blood. Net by water onely, but by water 
and blood. He came himſelf by water, and by blood : He himſelf came: 
IT his He] take notice of him; He came by water,and he came by blocd 


| Hecame by the water of a pure and perfe& Rightcouſneſs; in which, 


there was nothing at all of Imperfedfion, or ſoil, or the leaſt of blemiſh; 
He came by this water. And ſo you find the obedience of Chriſt is often 
mentioned in Scripture, I ſhall give you that place for all, Rom. 5. ». 18: 
$aith the Apoſtle there ; By the obedience , He ſpeaks often of the obe- 
dience of Chriſt. But by the obedience of one ſhall many be made Righteous, 
ver. 19 And bythe Righteouſneſs of one ; The offence of one ; and the Righ- 
zeouſneſs of one; The Diſobedience of one ; and the obedience of one. 

So, Obedience and Rightcoulneſs, they are of one and the ſame im- 
port» Aad the comeing by water, 1 ſay, is comeing by the perfet obedi- 
cence, Righteouſneſs of the whole nature, and aQion, and performance 
of Jeſus Chrilt. p | 

Now therefore, when the Soul is ſaluted (as | may fo expreſs it) by 
Chriſt, with this obedience in his hand ; when he comes, faich Chrilt 
to the Soul, 1 have obeyed; Ihave fulfilled all Righteovineſs ; 1 have 
doae always the things pleaſing in the fight of my Father ; there was no 
guile found in my mouth; there was no fin tound in me; without {tn, 


in the midſt of all the Temptations that ever could be Congregated ups 


on me. | 
I Here 
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* _ Heretherefore, take this obedicnce of mine ; and ler ir ſtand againſts } 
_ thy diſobedience; againſt thy many: ſins; thy many - provocations and | 
Tranſgreffions ; I have come by pureſt water- And. ſo there ſha! be a 
fountain opened for ſin and for uncleanneſs. Zech, 13. 1. And he leads them, 
to the Fountains. of living water, in his own Righceouſncls, in his own obe- 
dience, And having the beart ſprinkled from ai evil Conſcience, and the Bo- 
dy waſhed with pure water ; That 15, nor of ſanAification. as we might be: 
very apt to underſtand'it : I ſay, not principally ;. 1 never exclude 'ſanQi- 
fication; but nor principally. But that purity of che obedience of 
_ Chriſt, by which we are made the Righteouſneſs. of God through him. And 
when this water ſpeaks in this ſenſe,that I have now layd down. to you, 
Itgives that great affarance againſt the fear of, Hg }, wrath and Ecernal - 
condemnation, for we are Righteous by it. Fhe {und thing (in which 
I will be very brief) is, the ſpirit that gives wienels. : 
\* You know, that is a general allowed Dottrine, that the Szrzz of God | 
ſeals upto the day of Redemption. It zs the Earneſt of tt 1n the aſfurance of 
the'pardon of fin, in the witneſs of ' abſolution that it gives; { is the 


Spirit of Adoption and the Spirit of promiſe. After ye believed, ye were ſealed with | 
that holy Spirit of promiſe, which ts the earnei of our Inheritance , The Spirit it 
ſelf bears witneſs with our Spirits, that we are.the children of God, And hence- 
ariſes the grear aſſurance of Faith. O ! When a man can fand the word 
of the Spirit within that word in [his own Soul, that his iniquities are: 
pardoned, and his fins forgiven ; The Spirit is a mighty witneſs: For 
the Spirit is Truth. He is able to ſpread his' witneſs throughour the 
whole Soul ; to ſeal up the whole Soul ro himſelf. But then, the laſt 
thing that I will ſpeak of, is this; Therecomes in that 'mighty Autho- 
ritative and original a&ofthe Father ; faying, I have forgiven thy ini- 
quity, 7 have pardoned thy fin. And I look upon it to be conveyed, 
eſpecially in that voice that we bave in the three Evangeliſts, Matt. 17; 
v. J- There came awoice from Heaven ® And, as the Apoſtle Peter ſaith, from | 
the Excellent Majeſty, ſaying, thzs zs my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſe 
ed, Tharis, Thave accepicd him fora Ranſom; 1 have accepted his 
obedience; 7 have freely forgiven iniquity for his fake ; for he is my 
ſelf ; he is my Son ; he is mine ; andtherefore I doit freely ; and-.yer 
7do it for his ſake ; Becauſe he has given a Recompente, a fatisfaftion 
to: Juſtice. And ſo the Apoſtle ſays, Eph. 1. 5. Who hath made us accepted 
nthe beloved. And, in whom we have redemption in. his blood, the. forgiveneſs 
of ſins. And fo it is ſaid by Jeſus Chriſt ; The Father loveth me ; And 
whatſoever ye ask ia my Name, the Father will doit for you. There comes in. 
the great Evidence, Teſtimony, and Affurance of the Fathers free accep» 
tance and free abſolution through him. T2 

'To cloſe therefore thus much as I haye-begun: to- ſay, from theſe: 
words, 1a bricf application... | " 


_.Fhis 
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This firſt Application is this ; That you would. ſeriouſly conſider, 
whether you have Faith or not? | RE] 

You may ſay, How ſhall Il know? Why conſider it, as I have now 
repreſented ir to you 2 Itisa mighty Power from Chriſt; ir isa mighty 
power from: his Spirit in all the Truths of God, Eſpecially, thoſe 
Truths that concetn Jeſus Chriſt. Bur juſt as 1 opened to you iti the be- 
gining of this Diſcourſe ; That Faith, it is a new Underſtanding to us : 
We have as Men (you know) an underſtanding, endued with Reaſon, 
And therefore, we all ſay, let me hear Reaſon, and then T1] be pers 
fwaded: And cvery Wiſe Many whenever he ſpeaks, he endeayeurs to 
ſpeak Reaſon ; Therefore God hath given to man ſuch a thing as he 
calls Reaſon 2 He hath Endued the Underſtanding with rhat great Prin» 
Ciple of Realon. And, if a Man be a Natural ; you know that isa man 
in whom Reaſon cannot a& ; becauſe ſome of the Organs of the Body 
are not prepared to let Reaſon have its courſe ; *Tis plain that's the 
meaning of men being Naturals | 

It may be, you may think, they have not ſo good a Soul ; but that's 
a miſtake : Only there are not Organs fic for the working of Reaſon; 
And therefore you know, when we look upon ſuch a one , we look up- 
on. it as a yain thing, co Diſcourſe with ſuch a one; becauſe we know he 
. has noReaſon: Or a Ma n; it isbur loſs'of time to Diſcourſe Rea- 
ſon to. him; becauſe there V ſuch a Diſturbance, and ſuch a kind of 
jumble in the Brain that Reaſon cannot have its courſe. 

So | ſay, if we would conſider, a Man, in Goſpel ſenſe, he is juſt like 
a meer Natural, or like a Mad-man, or like a very Brute, if he has noc 
a Light of. Faiths For, Faich is a New Light, and a New Underſtand- 
ing. . And therefore it is very obſervable, 2 Theſ. 3. 2- That we maybe de- 
Lvered ((aith the Apoſtle) from unreaſonable and wicked men : For all men bave 
not faith, 1f a Man be unreaſonable. you can have no place in him by 
the powers of Reaſon. Now (ſaith the Apoſtle) 1 look upon a man in 
Goſpel-ſenfe, juſt like a Natural, or like a Mad-man 3 or like a yery 
Brure, if he has nor a Light of Faith, he is an unreaſonable Perſon, when 
he has not Faith ; For, allmen (faith he have not Faith. 

And the word that is uſed in the Origninal, is «Tow90;, Ir 1s very well 
known among the Learned, to be a word proper to Philolophy ; They 
ſay, if a Man has not the Powers of Reaſon, or does not {peak accord- 
ing to them; he is an abſurd. man, or an unreafonable May ; he is a 
Man that hath no Tepicks.; Now, faith the Apoſtle, he is an uarcaſon- 
O_ Man; he has no Tepicks. with him: And why ?: becauſe he has no 

"aith. | "2 | 

Sol ſay, a Man withour Faith, is a Man without Gcſpel Tepicks : You 

cannot ſpeak. to him upon the Topicks of Jeſus Chriſt, with any Accep- 


rance ; becauſe he has not Faith. . 
| '6 4 | - Qt: 
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O ! Therefore, Let us conſider, how ſweet is the Diſcourſe of Chriſt 
to us? How impreſſive upon us?. How do our $0uls go out to him, 
and at upon him? As you know, the mind of man, even in worldly 
things, is ating according to Reaſon, and all the Powers of Reaſon ; Se 
we (ſhould be always Aﬀing upan the Goſpel, and upon Chriſt eſpeci- 
ally, by all the Powers of Faith. And therefore this I would delire you, 
tro mind in the immanent Truths; in thoſe Truths wherein Faith is 
in its immanent ARs, principally upon Chriſt, and Righteouſneſs in 
him, and Pardon of {in in his Blood. O! conſider, how your Souls arc 
A&cd tohim4$ And ſo go from chence to AllTruth ; for there's no ſepa- 
ration, as | have ſhewn yous The ſame Ommnipotency .of God that is 
in the Father, and the Son, and the Spirit is that ſtrength that went 
out, atid Created this World, Ads ad extra, or withour the Father, 
Son and Spirit 3; Why, fo the Faith, which in irs immanent AQ ſtays 
upon Chriſt and his Blood, it alſo paſſes and goes out upon all the 
 Truthsof HolineG and Obedience. Burt then, | 
- © The ſecond thing (with which I would conclude) is this; That you 
' mind theſe mighty Powers that At Faith : O! mind all. the greatneſs 
of the Blood, and of the Water; and the Wirneſs of the*Rcher, and 


the Word, and the Spirit, It is agrear SD Lhat I led yBu to the 


laſt day, and (with which Pl! cloſe WF Diſcourſe,) which ſhews 
you, that the mighty Power of Faith is from God, and from Chriſt, 
Epbeſ. 3- 14: For thzs cauſe I bow my knees unto the Father of .our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, "of whom the whole Family in Heaven amd Earth is Named; That he 
would grant unto yous according to the riches of his Glory, to be ſtrength'ned with 
' Might, by his Spirtt in the tuner man ; that Chriſt may dwell in your Hearts by 
Frith. Here you have the Father, the ord, and the Spirit joyned in this 
great Power of Faith, that ye being rooted and grounded in Love (that is, in 
the Love of Jeſus Chriſt) may be able to comprebend. In your Love to him, 
] underſtand that firſt groundedneſs in Love to Chriſt; A Love that cox- 
ſtrains us to live to him that dyed for us, and then, may be able to comprehend with 
"oft Saints what is the breadth.and length ,and herigth; And to know the love of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth Knowledg. O! Thar great Miſtery of the Goſpel ; And par- 
r cularlys that we may know the love 0 | Chrift, xhbich paſſeth Kuowlds . And 
hcreby we may come to be filled with all the fulnefs of God, 

O ! who is able tobring this great wotk into our Hearts? V Vhy, the 
Apoſtle therefore concludes. Now unto him that 14 able to do exceeding abun- 
Aantly above all that-we ask or think, according to the Power that worketh in us, 
Jr is he that works 2n us ; Pray take notice of that ; Rememember that he 
bove all that we ask or think; And yet it isa Power works in us z that 
fnd, and ſee ir, and have experience of it 2 Unto him be Glory 
) in the Church by Jeſus Chriſt, throug bout all Ages, World without end. 
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The Sixth Sermon. 

Rom. 5. I. 

Therefore being juſtified by Faith, we bave Peace 
with God throngh our Lord Feſus Chriſs. 


þ* theſe words, 7 have pitch'd upon that great point and 


Dodrine of Juſtifying Faith : Or, of that Faith by which we 


are Juſtifyed, 
And this Faith, iteyes Chriſt, in a Peculiar manner. As 7 


| prov'd from Jobs 17.7,8. Par, they have known (concerning me) that all 
| things whatſoever thou haſt given me, are of thee. | 


For, I have given untothem the words, which thou gaveſt me z and they have 
received them, (as ſo given unto me) and have known ſurely, that 7 came ont 
from thee, and they have believed that thou didſt ſend me, 

So here i; a Conſtant Eye of Faith upon Chriſt» As 7told you, there 
had never been ſuch a Notion of Faith, in Scripture-ſenſe, in Goſpel ſenſe, 
if it had not been for Chriſt; if he the Mediator had nor been given. 

' 7 have ſpoken of it, as it is Faith, by which we are juſtified, And 
the Grounds why it is Faith,that juſtifies here meant : (which 7 had nor, 
mentioned before to you, but rather depended upon other Scriptures for) 
Tſhall give you now, viz. Why this Faith or believi'g 1s to be under- 
ſtood of the Faith that juſtifies. Even out of that Fohn 17. 7, 8. And the 
Reaſon TZgive for it, is, becauſe it isthe Faith upon which Chriſt inter- 
cedes - Pray, obſerve it, Chriſt Tntercedes for beiievers, upon the Faith 
| that believers know ſurely, and believe, concerning Jeſus Chriſt. - For, in 

the very next words, you may obſerve it, 7 pray for them (ſaith he) I 
pray not for the world, So he intercedes for them They have knows, and 
believed, that Chriſt did ſurely come forth from God; and thar all things 
of Chcitt are Divine, i>fiaitely Divine; Originally Divine. Now. 
theret.Ire, upon whatſoever Chriſt intercedes ; (Pray, Conſider) Inthe 
very ſane line our foundation for LOS and acceptance heooge 
| > [1 
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Chriſt, reſts: His juſtifying Righteouſneſs and Redemption, and his 
interceſhon rugyall upon one line together 3 That's a plain point; they 


90 together.. 3711 give you but two places of Scripture, becauſe 1 would 
not preyent my ſelf, in what 7haye eſpecially to diſcoutſe of. One is,. 


Heb. g. | 

ki plain by all Scripture, that the blood of Chriſt is that great price 
of our Redemption ; And that we are juſtified freely by the Grace of 
God, God Setting forth Chrift,as # Propitiaton through Þaith.in his blood. Now 
- you ſhall find that Chriſt entred by bas blood into Heayen. . Heb. 9. 12. But 
bybzs own bl-od he entred in once into the holy-place, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for uss Ghriſt intercedes now in Heayen, and in the Holy 
place; into that Holy place made without hands, He entrcd to interceed. 
And again, ver. 24. Chriſt entred not into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true, but into heaven it ſelf, now to appear in the pre- 
fence of God for us. So that he intercedes plainly upon hzs blood; For 
where he intercedes he entered by his bid. And in 1 John 2. 1, You 
alſo have the adyocateſhip, and 'the Propitzation of Chriſt Joyn'd toge- 
ther, My little children, theſe things write 7 unto you, that. ye ſin ot. And if 
any man ſin, we bave an advocate with the Father (viz.) Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous; And he is the Propitiation for our Sins, &Cc. 

Therefore this is the clear ground I bottom this Truth upon : Upon 
what Chritt intercedes, T hat 1s certainly Juſtifying.. Now he intercedes 
uponthe Faith of Belieyveas, 7 pray for them, I pray not for the World. viz, 
For them who know ſurely, and believe in me, ” 

[ have endeavoured toopen Faith alfo to you fo, that you may have 
2 right underſtanding, that Faith;does not Juſtify, as it is an A of ours, 
or a Grace in us, or any thing in us but only by its receiving the Righ- 
rcouſneſs of Chrilt. 


I came to ſpeakof the Affurance of Faith. They have known : And. 


they have ſurely known $ And they have believed that thou didſt ſend me. 
Knowledg, or as the Learned ſpeak, and the great Men of Reaſon 
call ir, Scienceyis the higheſt degree of Underſtanding. 

. Now this our Lord attributes to Faith,in that Jobs 17,They have known: 
For, Chriſt did not come meanly down, when he had ſaid, They have 
kn:wn, and then ſaid, They believed. But Faith is afurely knowing. 

And therefore I propoſed in the laſt Difcourſe, to ſpeak of the Aſſur- 
ance of Faith, as it 1s a full Aſſurance of Underſtanding ; as I-opened to you 
from Col. 2. 3+ | i 

2. A full aſſurance ef Faith, in the Pardon and Forgivencſs of Sin : AsI 
opened to you from, Heb, 10. 22: 

3 A full afſuxance of Hope. That, 7did not ſpeak to before, 

ut this, of all things, is moſt generally agreed, That the Seryants 
of Chriſt may come to a full Afﬀurance of Hope , No one will deny 
thatto a Chriſtian, that he ſhould have a. full Affſurance of Hope now, 
| | LE and 


UML. 


UMI 


Of Paith by whichwe are Juſtified. 65 
and when he comes to Dice, I ſay, of hope. Men will ſay, you may 
may hope ; but you muſt not take upon you to be Aﬀured beyond Hope, 

' Now, indeed, Full Aſurance of Hope is a very great Aſſurance, is a ve- 
ry great and excellent kind of Afurance,: -Þ might give you ſeveral 
Scriptures.that ſpeak of this 2 As, 1. Pet, 1; }. He calls it a Living Hope. 
Bleſſed be the God, and Father of our Lord Zeſus Chriſt, who hath begotten us as 
gain unto a living hope. We T ranſlate it, a lively Hope; Bur, if Living, 
will Agrandizethe thing, and make it moreEmphatical, the Original 
is, alving Hope, A hope that does not die, when we die ; that does not 
die, when our: Spirits are Languid, and our Eyes are ready to cloſe, and 
all the Terrors of Death are about us; yer this Hope will ſurvive. 

So the Apoſtle calls it; A good Hope through Grace ;, and a Hope that makes 
not aſhamed, That's another Expreſſion. 

And now, this great Aſſurance of Hope z; you ſhall fee on whom, or 

wher*in the Apoſtle places it, Col. I. 27. laſt wordsof that verſe, which 
is Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory, So as I have ſhew'd: you all along; 
Faith is wholly dependingupon Chriſt ; And all its Power and Excel- 
lency is in Chriſt, £ 

Now, can you have a fuller Expreſſion, That the ful aſſurance of Fope ; 
in Chriſt ? Chriit in you the hope of Glory. 7 is he himtelf that bears up this 
Hope ; Alas! This Hope could no more Live, than the Hope of the Hy- 
pocrite (as Job calls it) that is bur like a Spiders Feb ; And that is bur like 
a Stream cut off by the Drought of Summer, So. would Hope be : But 
Chriſt is in his Seryants the Hope of Glory, therefore their Hope Lives. 

Bur becauſe I have detigned otherwiſe the Diſcourſe ar this time ; and 
that another great point is before us, I ſhall Addreſs my ſelf wholly to 
that : Andthats,, | | | | 

The Afſtranceof Holy Aftion : The full Aſurance. Which I ground- 
ed, in a former Liicourſe (upun rhe Generals 1 was to lay- down) upon 
that of the Apoſtle, in the2 Theſ. r. 11. Vy herefore alſo we Pray always 
for you, that our God would count you worthy of his calling, and fulfil, that he 
would give you (a Plerophoria) all the gocd pleaſure of hzs goodneſs, and the work of 
Faith with Poxer, that the Name cf our | ord Jeſus Chriſt may, be Glorified in 

you, an1ye in him, according te the grace of our God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Here every one may (ee plainly, that here 1sa mighty work of God, 
through the Heart, into the Lives and Converſacions of his People, and 
that it iscarried on with a full ſail by God. 

And then, as I told you in- the 11th to the Feb, the Apofile goes 
throughout that Chapter, upon the Attion of Faich. And therefore; 
if any one would Expound (as 7 ſaid to you) that in the 2d of Zamas; A 
man.js Juſtified not by Paith ouly, but by works, He ſhould compare it with 
this, of the Apoſtle, in the 11th to che Hebrews. For there are the works 
of Faich Recorded and Recollefed all along; By which the Elgers obtain- 


ed a good retort, a great:-Fame, a great Renown. 
| There. 
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Therefore for the opening of this to you» becauſe indeed, itis a difft 
ule point 3 and that which ſeems to ſhake all that ] have ſpoken ofour 
being Jaſtified, not by Faith, as a work, buronly as Chriſt chooſes to U- 
nite the Soul to himſelf; and fo to'Communicate his Righteouſnels, his 
Obedience, and the Value and Merit of his Sufferings by Faith ; for 
when the Apoſtle Zames, fhall lay down in ſuch expreſs rerms, that a 
Man is Juſtified, nor by Faich only, but by V Vorks, and ſhall Diſcourſe 
it ſo, as he has done, in that Zames 2. 14. to the very end of that Chap- 
ter; 7c looks like a very great Ohbj:Qion; And the Enemies of Free 
Grace, and of the Jaſtitying Grace of God, by his own Righteouſneſs, 
| Jjn-Jeſus Chriſt make that Chapter (as I may ſay) the Top-gal- 
| lanr of all their Difcourſe : It is the great and mighty Fort, to whic 
they retire, upon all occaſions, Therefore theſe three Heads of Dif- 
courſe, I hope, within the limits of Time that is alloted,tho it may ſeem 
ſomething ſtrait, to make out to you, | 
oP of all; 1 would lay down to you, what are properly the works 
of Faith. ' Sa 
Secondly, I would ſhew you how the works of Faith arc Dependent 
upon Chriſt, and upon his Righteouſneſs, And then, y 
Thirdly, 7 would clear to you, how the Apoſtle James Diſcourſes fo 
much of V Vorks, and thac Fauh only can do us no good ; To clear 
that to you ; and ſo roconclude with a brief Applicarion of ir. 
17# buy: with the firſt, and that is ro ſhew you 2he V Vorks of Faith in 
general; and 7ſhall dolittle more than point and dire& your Thoughts 
to theſe great concernments; becauſe there will not be opportunity to 
handlethem ſo fully and at large. 
The firſt kind of the Yorks of Faith is this. 
Thoſe AQts of Faith, which do immediately concern our Receiving 
of . Jeſus Chriſt, and the taking of himſelf,and his Righteouſneſs. 
| Theſe (as 1 cold you) might be called the immanent Afts of Faith ; 
Thoſe neareſt, cloſeſt, privareſt Afts of Faich betwcen Chriſt and che 
Soul ; betwixt Chriſt himſelf, and the Soul ir ſelf. For, 1 look upon 
itthus; and Idefire you to mind ir. 
Whatcver Faith 1s not the Parth of God's Elect, of God's Operation ; A 
Faith of the Operation of God, it certainly miſſes in this firſt AQ ;Pray 
- confider, in this firſt Af of taking Chriſt : It is certain, the trſt ARti- 
vity of Faith is in Uniting ro Chriſt ; in taking him:for our Head,for 
our Husband ; 1a laying hold upon his Righteoufnets, as in a Reflex Re- 
turning A of the Soul, its taking, receiving, Chrilt giving himſelf. 
Now, a falſe Faith mi.Irs here ; ic does nottake Chriſt ; It thinks, it 
takes him, and does not take him. Ir is but Faithin a Dream, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks; I he Hungry Man &reaws that he Eats, and be awakesy 
and behold, be zs Empty; and he Preams be Drinks, and wakes, and finds bim- 


| felf Jeorched with thirſt, 
LO ON 
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Soa Man Dreams he takes Chriſt, but he miſſes him ; And lo, ncthing 


w% 1 his hand ; I ſhall prefently ſpeak, how far we may Judg by the 


Adioniof Faith,wherner we have been right in the firſt A; Burt there 
has been, as they ſay, an Error in the Foundation; an Error in the firſt 
Concottion, as Pirytitians:ſpeak, aud cannot be mcnded : So there has 
been an Error in taking Chriſt ; and Error if the Foundation becomes 
Error in the Whole courſe of a Mans Building, A man fays, he has 
taken Chriſt , and lives under the Power of his Luſts, and the Power of 
the Wotld , Becauſe he neyerleok Chriſt aright. 

Men will fay, Here you are miſtaken in your Profeſſion ; That you 


cannot live Holily, which your Pcofefſionl binds you to. 


_ BurlIfay, if the thing were but well traced, and enquired into, it 
wotld be fonnd, herewasthegreat-miſs , that your firſt Aftion flew off, 
and did not rightly take Chrilt. | 

The 2d Chapter of Zohngis a Scripture that will clear this, that a Mar 
maytake Chriſt 'by a falſe Action, and lofe him 1n the very firſt Rudi- 
ments, and the firſt beginnings by a miſtake. 
* As now, it is in Nature, 1n the forming of an Embrio in the Womb ; 
If there be a falſe formation, a modſtrous formation in the V Vomb, 
there's .an irregularity all along; the Life. So, if Faith be mi» 
faken ia its firſt A, in ſuppoling jt rakes Chriſt, and does not ; that 
Error cannot be mended, The Latter Errors may be more apparent ' 
than the firſt , but the firſt is the cauſe of all, Zohn 2. 23, 24, 25. Now 
when be was in Jernſalem at the Paſſover, in the Feaſt-day, many believed in 
his name, when they ſaw the Miracles that he did. One would have thought 


| this was true Faith (as the great Men of Reaſon fay) becaule they were 


bronght over to believe, by ſeeing the Miracles of Chriſt. But 7eſus did 
not commit himſelf unto them, becauſe he knew al! men; And needed not that any 
fhould Teſtify of man, for he knew what was in man. If he did not commit 
himfelf ro-rhem , we may very well underſtand, he did not Unite 
himſelf to them : He knew it was not that Faith, to -which he United 
himſelf and his Righteouſneſs. Chriſt does not commit himſelf to a 
Faith, that is nor indeed, as I ſaid before, a Faith of God's Elz&, and the 
like pretious Faith, and that is not given by that Divine Lor' of Grace, as 
the Expreſſion is, 2 Pet. 1. I. that] have formerly ſpoken to you of; To 
them who have obtained by Lot, by this Divine Lot like prectous Faith with us, 
according to the Righteouſneſs of God, - and our Samour Jeſus Chriſt, | know 
we cannot look into this, but by the}Divine Spirit, and by tceling the 


twiltings of the Soul abour Chriſt, chrough that.great: Opperation of 


God upon us: Bur thiswe may ſee plainly, Chriſt did not commit himſelf 
to them ; So he does not commit his Nighrcouleh, his Propitiation, his 

t where he ſees a Faith, which 
he himfelf hath given, that is indeed, of the true and excellent Alloy , 


_ For, he knows at the very firſt : He fees many that prerend to Believe, 


and that chink they Belicye ; but he knows very well where their Faith | 


* 2 ry . 
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is wrong, and where it loſcsthat great Prize , that Pearl of Price that it: 


15 to obrain : He himſelf not committing or giving himſelf, knows a trae 


. Attion of Faith'in Receiving him will not follow; for that's the firſe. 


Afton of Faith to Receive Chriſt giving himſelf. 
The Second kind of the Aﬀions of Faith, they are thofe, that though 


FO 


they arenot immediately as the firſt Atts of taking of Thrift. by Faith; 
yet they immediately Reſulr, and-Riſe up; When an) an hath taken. 
Chriſt, there are ſome Afions that do immediately Rem, and Ariſe ;. 


Thcoy bear the. Hiew, they carry the Complexion they have upon 


them the i.ineaments of the Death, of the Dying of ©2r Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt ; They have ſuch peculiar ReſpeRs to his Elood, to his' Death, 


to his Redemption. tn "5 Hs 
I would inſtance in two of: theſe we find in. Scripture-Saints,. And 


then 7ſhall draw out in brief Expreſſions, the general Actions of Chri- 


e s 


frians, according to their pattern. : 
 Fhe fiir is that in the 11 Chapter of the Epiſtle-ro the Hebrews ;- it is 


faid of Meſes, v.28. Through Faith-he kept the Pafover, and the ſprinkling of 


Bleed, leſt be that de&royed the firſt born, ſhould touch them. 
This he did by faith ; God commanded him indeed to keep the Paſſ- 


ever: But 'ieſes had an Eyeupon the Redemption of Chriſt in it; And 


by Faith be kept the Paſſover. $1] 
Soevery Aft of the Soul, by which it makes Recourſe to Chriſt upon 


all occaſions, after it hath taken -him z--it is like Keeping the Paſſover, 
Every AR, 7 ſay, wherein we do eſpecially depend upon the. Blood of 


_ Chriſt, and make cloic- Recourſe; and Applicatiento it; it 1s an Ation 


Reſulting from true, ſaving, Juſtifying faith ; that true faith, by which 
we are Saved and Juſtified 3 For, ſo indeed, 7 obſerve; tho we call it 


Jaſcifying faith, the Scripture never calls it ſo ;_ But the faith by which 
we arc Juſtified : To make good that point that Thavealways preſs'd up- 


_ as an Aft, But, we are Juſti« 


on you ; that we ate not Zuftified mth, as. | 
hriſt 1s given to It, for that Righte- 


fied only as the Righteouſneſs of 


_ ouſneſs alone is our Juſtification» _- 
But this I fay, there. are Ads of the Soul, by which. ir does make re2- 


- 


courſe to Chriſt, and to his Blood, PS : 

Another Example ; and |chooſe-to give ityou, becauſe it is Seated in 
that of the Apoitle 7ames, that is made the great Objcction againſt the 
faith by which we are Juſtified, through the Righteouſneſs and Propie 


tiation of Chriſr, James 2. 21. faith the Apoſile, Was not. Abraham ous. 


Father, Juſtified by wor ks, when he had offered Ttaac his Son upon the Altar? Seef. 

thou bow faith wrought with his Works, and by works was faith made perfett > 
Now this is thething that I obſerve to you ;.T he Ofterivg of ſac, it 

was as great a Converſane- AQ#about the-Death, Blood and S crifice of 


Chriſt, as any could pofhbly be repreſented in Scripture to us. For, there. 
- could not be a greater Type-and Repreſentation of the Father giving 


2 
his 
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his Son to Die for Sinners, and to become a Sacrifice for them , than 
that of Abraham, the Aftc&ionate Father of Jſaac, Offering up bes San 

_ Iſaac. Therefore the Apoſtle uſes this for an Argument of a or kiag f::irh. 
This was a Wotk of Faith indced ; it wasnot a work of Faito, raking 
Chriſt; bur it was a work of Faith, converſant about the Drain and 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, And therefore the Apoftle is exprels in it, Seeft thou 
how Faith wrought with his works? T his wasa great aQ in which Faith 
F wrought mightily, when Abraham offered: up 1ſzac. Bur *twas not to pro- 
perly- a work of Moral obedience, as the work of Faith in Caoriſt, it we 
Conſider the Greatneſs and excellency of it, and the Eve it had to 
- Chriſt, though it was.a high a& of obedience of ſelf Retiigning alſo. 
Sol fay there are many aQs, which are' Convertant abo't raking. 
ola Chriſt, and yet are not taking him,as when a man layes himtſeit low be- 
| fore Chrift, after his taking Chriſt, and p”' --s his whole hope and Exy 
peCtation in the Blood of Chriſt. Whey wan, in Prayer, its up his 
OE Os thiough the Sacrifice of ycſus Chriſt ; here's an A ot - 
aith, | 
Now theſe As of Faith, they are not raking of Chriſt; but they are 
Converſant abour Jeſus Chriſt, and his Redemprion-raken-; and many 
ſuch there are, | | . 
EA The Third kind of the works of Faith is, when Faich goes out 
into the Noble and Heroick AQs; that are more extraordinary in Be- 
| lieyers, like to the Dying of Chritt, and the way of Jultity ing Sinners, . 
t1at God has raken, by the Death of Ghriſt 4 W hen they in their kind, - 
4d in their Degree, bear an Image of that excraordtnary. 

Theſe Tlook upon to be the works pectHliarly of Faith. So inthe 2d 
of James, Abraham's Ofering Ifaac ; which was an extraordinary Act; 
it you look upon't in the way of Obedience, and fach aone, as could. 
not be accounted for, according to the Rules or Standards of Reaſon. 

W hat ! ſhould Abraham Receive from God, an only Son, and then. 
go and Sacritice him to God, and be ſatisfied, and Refigued in doing: 
of it? O how was this above the Power, beyond the compals of all the 
Ordinary Attions of Men! Any one that thunld have come to look up- 
on him, and ſee him prepare to do it, would: think, he was fo far” 
from being Ovedient to God , that they. would look upon him, as a- 
moſt Frenzick, Diſtrated Man,thar had loſt all Underſtanding, and all 
the AﬀeSions of a Father , or, as a cruel and wicke- petſon, Bur tatth 
as fetch d its Compaſs round abour the whole Conlideration! of the thing 

| and Tranſcended all the oxdivary Rules, by which Mcn proceed in their 
__ Atﬀtions, as ſeeing God giving Chriſt his only Son in it. And'(o Rabab ; 
ſhe was Juſtified, by ſending the Spies anther way; This was a great A&.of | 
Faith : And yer, if it be look'd upon! (according as I have ſeveral times 
men:ioned) by the Eyc of Reaſon; it was a betraying her own Country. - 


Therefore I ſay, extraordinary, and. unac:ountable Ads, many rims 
7 1 C$+ « 


e 


UMI 


_ 


”**- 


79 Of Faith by which we are Jaſhifted, 
God calls his Servants to, by Faith, W hen Men come to ſuffer, and to 
lofe their Eſtares , to loſe all rhe Enjoyments of their Families, npon the 
Account of a Principle of the Goſpel ; either in I ruth of Do&rine. or 
in Purity of Worſhip; a;:Man wouijd be ready to think, as of the Mar- 
tyrs in Queen MarysDays;rhey did nor underſtand at all,what they did, 
when they laid down their Lives, upon the denial of that Idolatrons Prin- 
_ ciple, of Jeſus Chriſt, being hiimfelf, Bodily (as they underſtand it) in 
the vacrament. | ; 
And fo, all along, in Heb. 11. the Heroick Aftions of Chriſtians, of 
the Seryants of God, are inſtanced in, as I have inſtanced heretofore to 
you, in Moſes: Men would have thought him one of the fooliſheſt, and 
ſotteſt Men in the World, when he ſhould refuſe to be called-the Son of 
Pharaoh's Dauzbrer, v; 28, And that be ſhould eſteem the Reproach of Chri#'s 
greater riches, than the Treaſures of Egypt; Thele are extraordinary AQts of 


Faith, asI have ſaid to you. It it had been any of our Caſes at this day, - 


to have Refuſed to be call:d the Son of Pharaoh's Daughttr; How many Ap- 
pearances, Plauſible Appearances of Reaſon ſhould we have to taken up ? 
As, that we might be ſerviceable to the Peaple of God ! That we might 
have done a great deal of god to the Oppreſſed, Aﬀited 7rael! Bur 
Meſes's Faith, it ferch'd a compals (as I fay) far above all the general 
Rules men'go by ; and ſaw that it was his Duty to do ſo; and to Eſteem 
the Reproach of Chrift greater riches, than the Treaſures of Egy pt. 

Now, when God does lift up his Servants, and enlarge them beyond 
the Line of all che Reaſon that is in the World , Therein are Peculiar- 
Iy che Aftions of Faith , the great work's of Faith are found there; fo 
thereare many Caſes in which he works ſo now in the Souls of his Peo- 

© | | 
F The'fourth, and laſt kind of the Aﬀtions of Faith are, in walking by 
thoſe general -agreed Rules of Holineſs, according ro the Command- 
ments of God,vwhich are given us in the word of God, both of the Old, 
and New TI cſtament ; they are truly to be cailed the works of Faith a- 
ſo, when men walk in the Commandments of God; Purifying themſetves, 
even as God zs pure ; being Holy in all nanner of Converſation. Theſe are pro- 
perly the works and Actions of Faithalſo; So I have repreſented them 
to you each in their Degrce. . 
he firſt great AG of Faith, is to Unite with Chriſt ; and he that mil- 
ſes in thar, mifes 1n all the reſt. ED 
The Second kind is of thoſe Aﬀts, that Reſult from our continual 
ga 1 to Chriſt, and his Blood. And then, | | 
hirdly, the great and Extraordinary Aﬀions God calls his Servants 
to, when all the world thinks them Mad, and Obſtinate, and the moſt 
unreaſonable men in the world to do ſo, And yet Faith, by that Com- 
pals that is given to ity, it ſces clearly through all And then, 


Laſtly, 


od i. 
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Laſtly, Thoſe ſtated Rules of Holineſs; I need not ſhew ; becauſe e- | 
very one knows the proper works of Faith, ate guided therevy alfo,and 
the power flows from Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, | & 
Icome therefore to the Second thing : And that is, the great intereſt * 
Jeſus Chriſt hath in all the great works of Faith ; and that truly, Chriſt | 
is the Author, as well as Finiſher, as. the Apoſtle calls him, Heb. 12. 2, af- 
ter he had ſet forth all the great Examples. - Hazing ſo great a cloud of 
Witneſſes, (v. 1.) Let us lay aſide every weight, &c, Looking unto Feſus, the 
. Author and Finiſher of our Fath, All the Actions of Faith, they are by Je- 
ſus Chriſt che Alpha, and the Omega of all , the Beginirg and the End of 
all, Ard that I would briefly repreſent ro you in thele tour rhings. 
Thefirſt is this; Becauſe he bath Purchaſed theſe Aftions of Faith for 
Believers ; or elſe they could never have done them, it he had nor pur- 
chaſed,that they ſhould do them. | 
VVe indeed are called to all the Aftions of faith, as our Duty , Iac- 
knowledg it; Burt it is Jeſus Chriſt that hath Redeemed us rothole Holy 
ARions : or elſe we could never have done them. There are abundant 
Scriptures that prove this plainly to you. The 2d Chap. of the Epiſt. 
to Titus (for I can but juſt name and intimate them to you) Ti. 2, 14. 
faith the Apoſtle, Who gave himſelf for us, that he might Redeem us from all 
Tniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, Zealous of good works. All 
the, good works of faith, there is a Purchaſe of Chriſt upon them ; Or 
elſe, they could never have been performed by any of his Saints.” And 
ſo in the 1 Pet. 1. 18. Ye are redeemed from @ vain Converſation, by the Blood of 
Chriſt , That wain converſation. received by Tradition from your Fathers The 
'Traditicn of evil works paſſes uncontrolled, unqueſtioned from hand to 
hand ; and no body but by faith difpures ir, if it comes by I radition. As 
you know, the things that are bur in faſhion , T ney run through, not 
only thoſe that make no profeſſion of the Goſpel , but _chole thac make 
a profeſſion, ſo Tradition runs through All, Now, how ſhall we 
be Redeemed from this? There is no way to be Redeemed from the 
common Fvils that are done in the werld ; but by the precious Blood of 


Jeſus Chriſt. And then, =... bh 
In the Second place, as Ibegan to ſay, Chriſt is the great Principle: of 
them. How can you walk in the ways of Holineſs > No way,but by Jeſus 


Chriſt, being wichin us, the Principle ot thoſe Huly Attions ; And there- 
fore, tho I ſay, it is our Duty, and we are condemned indeed, moſt 
righteouſly in aot Anſwering our Duty ; Yet ſtil}, wecannot do the Hoe 
ly Aﬀtiaons required of us, but under a Purchaſe, under a Price. Ye are 
bought with a Price z therefore glorify God, as the Apoltle faith, And. 
ſo we myſt have that mighty Principle. 7 can do al things (ſaith the A» 
poſtle Jchrough Chriſt that jtreagthens me, And jn Joba 15, Our Lord ſkews 
plainly, that he is the Principle, Fitbeut me (faith he, V- 5.) ye can do 9- 
thizs. He had comparcd himſelf ro the Fae ; and. Believers to the 
| M 0 Braiches 
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Branches, - Now, as the branch can do nothing without the Vine {you 
know it cannot) ſo our Souls can do nothing without *Chriſt : He is the 

«great Principle of it. And then, | : : 

In the Third place ; They are waſhed in the Blood of Jefus Chriſt ; 

And they are all made up. in their ImperfeQions, by the yo PerfeCti- 

 onof the Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,this muſt 
necefſarily be conſidered. | | 
Take that Aﬀtion of Abrahem; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, he was 7uſtified 1 
by the Offering of Iſaac. | We ; | 
_ "Naw, |fay, That very Offering of 1ſaac was, asit was Abraham's At, 
waſhed in the Blood of Jeſus; or elſe it had never been Accepted. There 
were (tho we cannot trace them ; yet God underſtands them} 
tuch Corruptions adhering to this Holy Action of Abraham ; that if it had: 
not been waſi'd in the Blood of, Chriſt , it coulJ not haye ſtood before. 7 « 
him. | 

Rahab ſending away the Spies , It was waſhed in the Blood of Chriſt. 

Moſes ke-ping the. Paſſover ;, and refuſing to be called the Son of Pharaoh's 
Daughter ; all theſe, they were waſl'd in the Blood of Jeſus; or they 
could not have ſrood before God, 

Ail the Repenrance, all rhe Holy Ations of the Reſt, and moſt emi- 
nent of Chriiians ; they are waſt'd inthe Blood of Chriſt, that they may 
be accepted : And wherein they are found Light, they are made up by 
the Righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The Righteouſneſs of the Law ) 
is fulfilled; So | underſtand that in Rom. 8, 4. It 7s fulfilled in us, who walk 
at after the fleſh, but after the Spirit; Thar is, by Jeſus Chriſt ; as the A- 

P-oſtle had-ſaid, He condemns pn zn the fleſh, iz, His Fleſh, his Sacrifice. F 
And fo the Righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in us ,, By all thoſe that walk ” 
not aſter the fleſh, but after the Spirit. And the Law of the Spirit of Life in. 
Chrift Zeſus , 1t makes jree from the Law of ſin and Death. VV hat is the Eaw 
vf the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus ? But that perfe& Righteouſneſs, and. 
m_ + obedience of ourLord Jeſus Chriſt , even to the Sacrificing, 

* himſelf, | | | 

_ _ The fourth and laft thing, in which I would ſhew you, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſupremely to be conſidered by every Believer, as the foundation 
of all his Ho'inefs, and the Acceptance of it, is this, © - 

Thar Jeſ1us Chriſt is He, through whom alone, ..and through whoſe 
perfeft Holineft, God accounts us Holy. | ; 

This, I confeſs, isa Point that is not generally ſpoken of; And ic 
may ſeem to be ſomething ſingular ; But. 7 am fully perſwaded of it, ”*_» 
That we do not only ſtand before God, by Imputative Righteouſneſs, 

_ Ratweſtand before him by imputative Holineſs alſo; That is, not as 
x. there were;no. Holineſs Inherent and Real in the Saints of Chriſt , 

| But their HolineGs could not be counted Holineſs, if ir were not tor the 
- Holack of telus Ehriſt, oO 


» 
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. Iyill norftand much upon it; begauſe I know ic is a ſingular Ap- 


' Prehenſion : Yer I would give you two Scriptures thar do ſtrongly per- 


ſwade me that this is the very caſe, Till we are brought into the Per: 
feaion of Holineſs, at the State of the Reſurre&ion of rhe Dead : 
which (asI bave formerly told you) is cither when Spirits go out of the 


Body; or when: all the Saints ſhall appear in the Reſurre&ion; then 


ſhall chey be ina perfection of Inherent Holineſs. But while we are 
herein the World ; we are not in a ſtate of Perfe& Inherent inward 
Holineſs. And therefore Chriſt in that Cthar's the frſt Scripture 
that enclines me tothis Apprehenſion) 1 Cor. 1. 30. He is made unto us 
Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sattification, and Redemption, Chriſt is as 
truly made to us Sadtification, as he is made Redemption, or as he is made 
Righteouſneſs or Wiſdom, in our firſt being brought home to God ; There- 
fore, Iſay, if he not our Sandification ; our Sandification could not be 
looked upon, as Sandtification, If it were not made Acceptable by the- Ho- 
linefs of Jeſus Chriſt. = "2 | 

Another Scripture is that in the 7th to the Romans: Saith the Apoſtle, 
We bring forth Fruit unto Death in our ſelves ; He isſpeaking of Santtifica- 
tion in Believers; Webring forth Fruit unto Death, In our ſelves : Bur 
when we are Married unto another, even to him who zs raijed from the Dead ; 
we bring forth Fruit unto Gad. We cannot bring forth Fruitunto God 
C which is certainly mcant of SanCification) any other way, but by be- 
ing Married to another, even to him who zs raiſed from the Dead ; becauſe the 
Reſurrection of the Dead (in all ſenſe of Scripture) is the PerfeQion of 


Holineſs. Till we therefore are in the State of being riten' from rhe - 


Dead, being in Spirits ſeparated , (as 1 have ſpoken) or in Bodies of 
Glory, we cannot bring forth Fruir unto God ; bur we bring forth 
Fruir oo Death, if we are not in Chriſt the great Husband, who 7s ri- 
fen from the Dead. All our Holineſs is made Perfect by his Holinefs, | 

- Buc then he brings us into that Perfection, that.every Saint is indeed 
perfectly Holy, in the ſtate of Spirit, and ſtateof a Body of "Glory 


| Given to that Spirit, that went out of the Body long (it may be) before, 


aceordIng to the ſeveral times in which the Saints of Chriſt have 
Dyed. | S. | 0 
Wn now to the Third and Laſt thing, which I propoſed in this 


 Diſccurſe: And that is, 


Ts ſhew you what the Senſe of the Apoſtle Zames is; for it ſeems to. 
run very Counter to all the DoQtrin of Free Juſtification by Faith, and 
not by Works. Ic ſeems a wonderful thing, that the Spirit of God, 
after it had ſaid ſo much -by Paul, of bting Juſtified by Faich, with- 


our Works, Thar rhe-Spirit of God, 1 fay, ſhould fend our fo great a 


Miniſter of theGoſpel,asthe Apoſtle 7ames was, to lay down a Poſition 
ſo contrary as ic {ſeems te be to Paul; That a Man ts nat Zuſtified by Faith 


ly, but by Works; And to make ſo great an Appearance againſt thar 
_” *X Wy Truth 
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Truh, that great Truth of. the Goſpel , and to give occaſion to ſo ma- 


ny Enemies of the Free-Grace of God; and to ſo many Devines, and 


ſtrange kind of Repreſentations of this great Truth, by Mem in all Ages, 
hearing up themſelves, upon the Authority of ſuch a place of Scripture 


as this 1s. | | 344 

Now therefore, by way of Anſwer to it , I ſhall nor be. long, altho 
the thing requires indeed a great deal of Thought and Conſideration. 
And I hope, God will enable me to give it in ſumm, tho I cannot ſpeak 


ſolarge of it. 
The firſt thing I deſire you toconfider, is; That certainly, upon this 


oreat Point, I am very clear in it; We arecall'd ro Conlider, that it we - 


ſpeak. indeed ſtriftly, and down-right to the Point ; a Man is no more 
- Juftified by Faith, as it js a Grace, or an A&, or a Work, or whatſo- 
ever youcall it, in it feif; Ifay, no more Juſtified by ir, than he 1s by 


Works. 


_ Certainly, God would have us fetch about every way, and conſider. 


how this can be, that the Apoſtle Zames can ſeem ſo to ContradiQ the A- 


poſtle Paul. EE : 
Now, The firſt thing that offers it ſelf to us, is, T hat a man 1s not 


indeed Juſtified by Faith, upon any Merit, Excellency, or Wotth, or 


Deſert that is in Faith it ſelf As Itold you, if Faith ſhould pretend to 
it , it would be thrown, like Lucifer, out of Heaycn: And therefore, it 
is not by Faith in it {cl And then, 

Secondly, I dobelieve, that in the ſame ſenſe, wherein Faith is ſaid 
to be Juſtifying, in dependence upon-the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, in the 
A ſenſe, Works may be ſaid to Juſtify, in dependence upon 
Faith, | 
Pray obſerve what 1 ſay : I ſay, Faith Juſtifies in dependence upon 
Chrift; And works may be ſajd to Juſtify in dependence upon Faith, 
For, in the ſame degree, wherein Faith ſtands to Ehrif for Righteoul- 
neſs , in the ſame degree 'may works ſtand to Faith, in the matter of 
Juſtification. __ | 

So that works depend upon Faith ,. and that depends wholly uponthe 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And if this be ſeriouſly. conſidered, it will 
clear to you,. whatelie might ſeem a very great doubt. 

Now therefore, to-lay down'plainly my ſenſe of the Apoſtles ſcope, 
of being Juſtitied by Works, and not by Faith only ; There are theſe 
three ſenſes, in which it may be underſtood : And I ſhall make out every 
one to you, by plain Expreflions of the Apoſtle James ; and yet very 
winds, Leaviog it eſpecially, to your own Meditation and Thoughts 


The 


UN 
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The firſt is this; That wherever a Man is ſuppoſed. by the Apoſile 
Zames, to be Juſtified by Works, and not by Faith only ; it is, becauſe 


Faith and Werks have' a kind of Hypoftatical Union, a Perſonal Uni. 


&:. So, thattoſay Faith, and VVorks, is toſay no more than to ſay, 


_ whole Faith, cntire Faich. For, if Faith have not works, it is falſe 


Faith ; it is Counterfeit Faith ;-ic 1s not whole, entire, true Faith.- h 
And therefore, the Apoſtle means nothing more by it, than only . 
that; if you would know what Faith you are Juſtified by; it is Faith 
that hath a Mighty Power of Operation, or :V Vork : And therefore I 
underſtand no more by the Apoſtle James, ſpeaking of Warks joyned 
with Faith ,, than the Apoſtle Paul ſaid, The work of Faith with Power, 


Faith hath a mighty Power of working : By Faub they did fo, and ſo, all 


along, Heb 12. T his isthrough Faith; a mighty operating,working faith. 


Ard when Jeſus Chriſt gives-himſelf, he always gives an operating Faith, 


ſo he ceives himſelf only to a Faith, that he knows hath mighty Power 
and Principles of Operation ; It is, becaule ir is true Faith, whole Faith, 
entire Faith, the Faith of God's giving, {ike precious Faith. | 

As, you know, in a Jewel ; 1t it be only a counterfeit, it wants ſome 
of the efſential Excc}lencics of a Jewel; As if a Man ſhould think 
to be made Rich by a falle Jewel; ir-is a falſe counterfeit appearance; 
though ir may have ſome appearance of a true Stone, . yet it wants the 
true Exccellency and Value of it. | 

So the Apoſtle Difcourſes, and ſhews, what a true, real, working, 
juſrity ings operating Faith is, Zames 2. 16. If a Brother or Siſter be_naked, 
and deſtitute of daily food, and one of you ſay unto him, Depart 3n- peace; be ye 
warmed, and- filled ; notwithſtanding you give them not thoſe things which are 
needful for the body : You know this is a falſe Charity. And fo it isa 
falſe faith, that pretends to believe in Chrifr, and cannot a& ſuitably, 
And again. be faith, As the Body without the-Spirit zs dead , ſo Faith with- 
out Works 75 dead alſo. 

Now, if we ſhouid make a dead Man fer his hand to a Writing , you' 
know that Writing is of no veluz; chough you may: guide the Hand of 
the dead Man to write to and fo,, while you guide the Band; becauſe 
he is a Man witheut Spirit; He has not the Spirit of a Man. 

And ſo Faith, if it hath not all the Graces, and AQtions ſuirable to it , 
it is but a dead Faith. Ir is dead, as the Apoſtleſairh; and-ir is but the 
faith of Devils. It is not a perfe@ faith; ir hath nor truly the Nature 
of faith; It is not (as I may) the whole Perſon of faith, : 

This is the brit Senſe the Apoſtle aimed, and drovear; to diſtinguiſh 
true faith from a meer formal, profeffionary faith ; faying, as Men 
do, 1 believe in one God, the father Almighty'; And fo, you know , they 
g0 on. Now, a meer Profeſſion of Faith, withont the power of Faith 
in a Man's Soul , It is bur the counterfeit Image of faith, and nor fairh 
it ſelf; So James ſaith, Thou believeft there 75 one God, &c. ON 

| | In 
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- In chis fecond place; This indeed, is the way that God doth gene- 
rally demonſtrate, and manifeſt rhe Truth of faith to the Souls of Be- 
lievers, and to the Obſervation of others. , w : 
And, fo it is true, That faith cannot demonſtrate ic ſelf, either to a 
 Belieyer's Soul; or (in ordinary and general ſpeaking) it cannot mani- 
S—_—T. ecwzmscWork. EN 

* And fo, that Senſe that ſome Interpreters give of this Diſcourſe of 


the Apoſtle here, is, That one Faith . juſtifies before God, and the 


other juſt:fies before Men , that is, Faith in its Works, juſtifies before 
Men ;. But faith alone, taking Chriſt and bis Righteouſneſs,before God 
though it is always a faith, that hath wichin it {elf tach a power of 
AQion, as to demonſtrate it ſelf to Men, or elſe it 1s bur a dead Faith 
And a vain Man it is, that looks upon a faith co be faith, that has not 
this mighty Opcration. And fo the Apoſtle ſaith, Faith wrought with 
Works He does not ſay, His works were alone, but faith wroughe 
with-them. That's the ſecond Senſe. Ic maniteſts,and demonſtrates ir ſelf 
before Men to be Faith. Ir is thar, that juſtifies before a Man's own Con- 
- ſcience, concerning the truth of Faith ; and before Men, concerning that 
real Operation of God upon faith in the Soul. ; 
| Now, to this, the Apoſtle ſeems to ſpeak very plainly, in the 18. 
verſe; Yea, a man may ſay, Thou haſt faith, and 1 have works ; fhew me thy 
faith without thy works, and 1 will ſhew thee my faith by my works. You know, 
. this plainly ſpeaks, that faith juſtifies ir ſelf betore Men, to be true 
faith, when ir ſhews ir ſelf in Operations ſuitable to the Nature, and to 
the Excellency of faith. Bur, if a Man have no works; if a Man ſays, 
I believe'in Chriſt , and be a Swearer, a Drunkard, an impure Perſon ; 
every way uarighteous, and unſuitable to the Commands of Gad ; how 
can ſuch -a Man ſhew his taith > T here mult be an agreeableneſs and 
ſuitableſs of Converſation, and Aﬀion : And ſeeſt thou how faich 
wrought? It was viſible to Men, Andthen, ; T8. 
The. third and laſt Senſe, is, 6p 
| Thar faith is daily perfc&ting it felf in holy Afton, till it comes to 
that PerfeQion (as I have ſpoken before, and ſeveral times, upon the 
_ 3d. of Philippians) till ir comes to the Perfeftion of the Reſurredion of tha 
dead. And to it-fufiils che Scripture, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
' Thar is, That whereas it was ſaid betore of Abraham, He believed 
God, and' it was imputed to him for Righteouſneſs, long before he offer'd Iſaac 
There was not a ſtaying of his Juſtification, till he had offered Jac; 
but he was juſtifhed before he offered Jſaac. - | 
Bur yet, faith perfeRts ir ſelf, and fulfils the Scripture daily , going on 


trom Grace to Grace, trom Strength co Strength 3 from Degree to [Des + 


gree, till ir appears before God perfet. And fothe Apoſtic ſairh, By 
works was fat made perfedr. - | . ; F 


| And 
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And this is ſuitable ro the 2 Thef. 1. 11. that 1 named ſeveral times ; 
That Ged would fulfil all the pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work of faith with 
power 3 That the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. may be glorified: in you, ' and ye 
| f in hin, Here you ſee 1t Mtg plain, That the fulfilling of the good 
; Pleaſure of the Grace of God , it demonſtrates the Truth of Faith, and 
*  glorifies the Name of our Lord Jeſus. Chrift in Believers, and Belicycr 
j 12 him ; according to the Grace of our God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
WS Methinks, this very Expreſſion, it ſhould filence all the Enemies of 
the Free Grace of God, and of Juſtification by. Free Grace. For, here 
1s as highly ſpoken of the working of Faith, as all the Underſtanding of 
Man can poſſibly reach to ; either ro conceive, or toexpreſs. 
What can be greater, than the Glorifying the. Name of the Lord 
Fa Jeſus in Believers, and Believers being Glorited in him ? And yet, all 
of this thrown off quite, from any thing of Man, or Redundancy, by way 
of Glory, upon Man, It is faid, According to the Grace of our God, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 


I ſhall now cloſe theſe Things, that 1 have ſpoken thus narrowly to 
you (I hope God will enlarge them in your Hearts,) in theſe three 
brief Applications , and fo conclude. | 


The firſt is this; 
4 Thar you would conſider the infinite Wiſdom of Scripture; Indeed, 
| there is nothing ſo admirable as theſe two T hings in Scripture, to-cut'off. 
| all occaſion, to turn the Grace of God into Laſeiviouſneſs 3 and yer to fer our 
< | ; the Grace of God, ar tts full Height and -Excellency. O do but cake 
theſe T wo Things along , which can never divide nor deceive! | 


- 


I- All is Grace, And yet, 
| 2, Grace is mighty 1n 1s Opczration. 


And indeed, though we have reaſon to lie low, becduſe Grace as in 
us ſeems fo ſhort and narrow in xs Operation ; Yer theſe arecwo Things 
that can never be disjoined,. They are one within another; It is the 
Grace of God that brings forth the Holineſs, and keeps it in Union, to- 
Chriſt,even throughout the whole Courſe of a Chriſtians Life ; and even 
indeed throughout Eternity-it ſelf : Grace keeps us in the way of Holi- 


| t neſs, and new Obedience, O therefore, let 1s not turn the Grace of Got 
ito Wantonneſs ; And yet, let us be coritinually admiring, and adoring 
"PF" frze Grace | M ING ; 


Let us be great Profeſſors of free Grage ;. buty Profeſſors of it, in the - 
Holineſs and Purity of it. And then, | 


[n the ſecond place; ir teaches us (till,. never to forſake that Funda- 


meatal Point of all our Intereſt; of all our Hope, of all che Rn 
| | tat 
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